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"ADDRESS TA THE PUBLIC. 


Fellow 8 | * 2 | 


Fox I may not call you Fellow Citizens. The following trial, 
you will ſee, is founded upon an indictment of ſo general a na- 
ture, as rendered it impoſſible to provide an adequate defence 
againft the unlimited range which it afforded the public Proſecu- 
tor, and of which he took advantage in an unfair manner. He 
indicted me as an individual; but, he carried on the proſecution ' 
againſt me as Secretary to the Britiſh Convention; and, at the 
ſame time, deprived'me of the uſe of ſome hundreds of papers, 
| out of which he ſcle&ed what he thought proper, without pre- 
vious intimatiop, Neither could I be prepared for ſuch an at- 
jack, for I never dreamed it was poſſible to found any criminal 
action againſt me, I had often had threats, but treated them 
u the productions of timidity or cunning, as I could not fup- 
poſe, that perſons who knew me well, could ever entertain the 
hope of accompliſhing, what they, however, have at length 
xccompliſhed. It was moreover, impoſſible to occupy in pre- 
paring for the trial, even the ſhort time of two weeks allowed, 
the greater part of that time being neceſſarily taken up by the 
duties of my office, and my attention farther diſtracted by pri- 
vate concerns, which, in ſuch circumſtances, avarice did not fail 
to attempt to embarraſs more than was neceſſary. Under theſe cir- 
cumſtances, it is hoped, that the public, in reading this extraor- 
dinary trial, will make proportionable allowances; and, as none 
of the papers have yet been retifrned, the Reader will alſo ex- 
cuſe ſome blanks, which, for this bel I have not been able 
to fill up, but which, when in my power, will be given, as refet< 
red to, in an Ayy&NDIX.' 

Thoſe who regard intereſt more than duty, will blame me for vs 
thus expoling myſelf and my family, to that world which has 
hitherto been a ſtep-dame. Ihe bigotted will conſider me a de- F 
luded man like themſelves: But, if what L ſlated before the 

Lord Provoſt and Council of this city, ſhall: be. found verified, 
I will then be an fully jullifed, —Upon "_ the hall, bar) | 
A 2 | 


| + * now give up this taſting of liberty injudisiouſſy granted them. 


: 
* 
2 43 rere | 


bs before the Council, [ made the following 
declaration, as nearly as I can recollect: 

« My lord, a long time ago, I perceived that the public 
mind in this country, as every where elſe, was in a remarkable 


5 ſtate of irritation. I ſought to direct this irritation into ſome 


channel which might moderate and regulate it. I urged, to the 
utmoſt of my influence, the aſſociation of the people, anxious to 
'_ - | ubje& the public irritation, to the controul of delegates, cho. 
ſen by the people themſelves, becauſe of their greater wiſdom 
and prudence. If the magiſtrates of Edinburgh ſhall prevail to | 
break up theſe meetings, which now, for s long time, have 
-ſhown themſelves to be orderly and peaceable, and ſhall prevent 
the public diſcontent from flowing in the moderating channel 
which the meeting, by delegates, has proved, and ſhall thereby 
again pent up the irritation, till it break forth in the natural 
| ' way of tumult, yon will certainly bring upon this place the evils 


you would prevent.” 

The poor deluded people, Sie eb 
| the courſe of my trial, have had recourſe already to natural meet- 
ings, being deprived. of their central direction. They will not 


I they ſhall not wait as patiently for releaſe, as the Friends of 
the People have done, I take this, probably the laſt opportunity, 

; of ſolemnly proteſting before Gop and the world, that they, as 
well as I myſelf, WE Ts, and cannot be . FP 
the conſequences. 

Having already made map), my esse defre in tht 
you may now ſee, that the union which I have been ſeeking a- 
mong the people, was that whieh alone could moderate the evils 
which are coming upon the world, 1 Grp ator 


and ae Moody: 


| - ERR A TA. 

Pugs x23, between lines twelve de ies 

the reader is defired to inſert the following, which was omitted. 

* Then comes the port of this band dil narrated in this indifimens.” 

"What follows is the remaining part of it which is alſo left 
out of the indictment. | 
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Tir Members of the Court of Jufticiary aſſembled pre- 


ceiſely at ten o'clock in the forenoon. Mr. Skirving ap- » 


peared, and placed himſelf at the bar. 
His Majeſty's Advocate, for his Majefty's intereſt, was - 


then, in the uſual form, called againſt the Pannel, Mr. 
' Skirving was deſired by the Lord Juſtice Clerk, to liſten 
to the Indictment againſt him, which was to be read imme- 


diately by the Clerk of the Court, Of that haet the 


following is a true copy. 0 


„GEORGE, by the Grace of God, King of Great Bri- 


tain, France, and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, Io 


Macers of our Court of Juſticiary, Meſſengers at Arms, 
Our Sheriffs, in that part conjunctly and ſeverally, ſpecial- 
ly conſtitute, GREETING. Whereas, it is humbly meant 


and complained to us, by Our RIGHT TRUSTY Ro. 
BERT DUNDAS, Eſq; of Arniſton, Our Advocate for Our 
_ Intereſt; Upon WILLIAM SKIRVING, Tenant or late- - 


Iy Tenant in Damhead, now deſigning himſelf of Strath- 


ruddie, and preſently reſiding in Edinburgh. WHEREAS, 


by the laws of this, and every other well governed 


realm, SEDITION is a crime of an heinous nature, and 
| ſeverely puniſhable. YET TRUE IT IS andof VERITY,' 
That the ſaid William Skirving above complained upon, 


is guilty actor, or art and part thereof. IN SO FAR AS, 


fometime during the months of June, July, or Auguſt | 


. «iy & 


: ene thouſand 605 hundred and — i ſeditioul | 
or inflammatory Writing, calculated to excite the people 
to acts of dutrage and violence, by inſidiouſſy calumniating 
and miſrepreſenting the meaſures of Government, and ſe- 
ditiouſly juſtifying the enemſes of our country, with whom - ole 
we are at open war; having been at Dundee, or elſewhere 
to the Public Proſecutor unknown, compoſed or written by 
Thomas Fyſche Palmer, Clergyman, formerly refiding i in 
Dundee, or by ſome other perſon or perſons; and after 
' having been printed at Edinburgh, or elſewhere, a num- 
ber of copies of the ſaid Writing or Paper, was tranſmitted, 
or cauſed to be tranſmitted, by the ſaid Thomas F yſche Pal- 
mer to the-ſaid William Skirving, 1 in order to be by him 
' diſtributed and circulated : Which ſeditious and inflamma- 
tory Writing, or Paper, the ſaid William Skirving did, 
ſometime during the months of June, July, or Auguit a- 
| / forefaid, wickedly and feloniouſly circulate among various 
A perſons i in Edinburgh, i in the County of Edinburgh, or 
| elſewhere ;*and whicli ſeditious Writing, or Publication, was 
of the title and tenor following: Dundee, Berean Meeting 
I Houſe, July 1193. At a General Meeting of the Friends 
b of Liberty, they unanimoully reſolved to publiſh the fol- 
blowing Addreſstotheir Fellow Citizens: © Friends and Fel. 
o 'Citizens, you who by your loyal and ſteady conduct, 
in theſe days of adverſity, have ſhown that you are worthy 
« of at leaſt ſome ſmall portion of liberty. Unto. you we 
« addreſs our language, and tell our fears, In ſpite of the 
« virulent ſcandal or malicious efforts of the people's ene- 
"66 wits, we will tell you, whole truths. They are of a kind 
to alarm and arouſe you out of your lethargy. That por- 
« tion of liberty you once enjoyed is faſt ſetting, we fear, in 
* the darkneſs of deſpotiſm and tyranny. Too ſoon, per- 
« haps, you who were the world's envy as poſſeſſed of ſome 
"4 final portion of liberty, will be ſunk in the depth of fla- 
1 very and miſery, if you prevent it not by your well-timed | 
Ms efforts. Is not OL x new day adding a new link to mr 


3 6 
# chains ? Is not the exeoutive branch daily ſeizing” neu, 


# unprecedented, and unwarrantable powers? Hes not the 


„ Houſe of Commons (your only ſecurity from the evils of 
tyranny and ariſtocracy) joined the coalition againſt you ? 
Is the election of its members either fair, free, or fre- 
| t quent? Ts not its independence gone, while it is made up 
of penſioners and placemen ? We have, done our duty, 


+ and are determined to keep our poſts, ever ready to aſ- 


* ſert our juſt rights and privileges as men, the chief of 
e which we account the right of univerſal ſuffrage in the 
« choice of thoſe who ferve in the Commons Houſe of Par- 
4 lament, and a frequent renewal of ſuch power. We are 
not deterred or diſappointed: by the late decifion of the 
« Houſe of Commons concerning our Petition. It is 2 
« queſtion which we did not expect (thougi founded on 
« truth and reaſon) would be ſupported by ſuperior num 
« bers, Far from being diſcouraged, we are more and 
© more convinced that nothing can. ſave this nation from 
ruin, and give to the people that happineſs waich they 
have a right to look for under Government, but à Re- 
form in the Houſe of Commons founded upon the eternal 
« baſis of juſtice, fair, free, and equal.—Fellow Citizens 
„The time is now come, when you muſt either gather 
« round the fabric of liberty to ſupport it; or, to your e- 
* ternal infamy, let it fall to the ground to riſe no mote; 
« hurling along with it every thing that is valuable and 
4 dear to an enlightened people. Tou are plunged into 4 
| Mr of hs wicked Miniſtry, and a compliant Parliament, 
** who ſeem careleſs and unconcerned for your intereſt; the 
« end and deſign of which is almoſt too horrid to relate. 
The deſtruction of a whole people, merely becauſe they 


will be free. By it your commerce is ſore crariped and 


l almoſt ruined. Thouſands and ten thouſands of your fellow 
citizens from being in a ſtate of proſperity, are reduced 
< to a ſtate of poverty, miſery, and wretchedneſs. - A liſt 


# of Bankruptcies, unequalled in any former times, forms a 


* 


6 part of the retinue in this Quizotic expedition. Your 
_ - * taxes, great and burdenſome as they are, muſt ſoon be 
greatly augmented'; your treaſure, is waſting faſt; the 
blood of your brethren is ponring out; and all this. to 
4 forge chains fox a free people, and eventually to rivet them 
© forever on yourſelves, To the loſs of the invaluable rights 
 * and privileges which our fathers enjoyed, we impute this 
B * barbarous and calamitous war, our ruinous and ſtill grow- 
1 . ing taxation, and all the miſeries aud oppreſſions which we 
labour under, Fellow Citizens The Friends of Liberty 
« call upeh yon by all that is dear end worthy of poſſeſſing 
1 men; by your own oppreſſiong;; by the miſerjes, and 
** ſorrows of your ſuffering brethren; by all that you dread ; 
by the ſweet remembrance of your patriotic anceſtors ; 
| Land by all chat your poſterity have g right to expect from 
| vou, to join ys in our exertions for the preſervation. of 
«* our periſhing Liberty, and the recayery of our long loſt 
| | 4 Rights,”—FARTHER, « number of ſeditious and evil 
| | diſpoſed perſons, having during the courſe of the year one 
I thouſand ſeven hundred and ninsty- three, or previous there 
to, at Edinburgh or elſewhere, aſſociated themeſel ves under 
1 the denomination of Friends of the People” but with pur- 
I poſes inimical to the happineſs of the people and ta the 
peace and ſecurity of the country, the ſaid William Skir- 
ving, above complained upon, being then a leading and active 
Secretary General in Scotland” of the ſame ; did, at E- 
dinburgh or elſewhere, on the fourth day of October, one thou. 
ſand ſeven hundred and ninety-three, or on one or other of the 
days of that month, or of the month of September immediately 
preceding, or of November following, wickedly and 
felonioully compoſe, or cauſe to be compoſed and written, 
_ ſeditious and inflammatory Hand Bill, (bearing date, 
'. 4 Maſons Lodge Blackfriars Wynd, 4th October, 1993,” 
0 calling upon and inciting other illegal and ſeditious Aſſoci- [eh 


he 


rr 
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may counteratt their ſeditious proceedings. AT ILEASr. 
the ſaid William Skirving did, time and place foreſald, ap--—t'k 
prove of, and recommend ſuch ſeditious Hand Bill Shen ; 
written; and, which ſeditious Hand Bill, | bearing che © 
name of the ſaid William Skirving, annexed to it, Se 3 
1 been, by orders of the ſaid William Skitving or af che A. 
ſociation to which he belonged, printed and publiſed a i 
number. of copies, to the amount of ſeveral hundreds, was, 4 
by the ſaid William Skirving, or by his orders, wickedly Re 
and feloniouſſy diſtributed and circulated in Edinburgh, 
and elſewhete: Which Hand Bill, written and diftributed ' | 
asaforeſaid, contained, among others, the following paſſages 
The Landholder is called upon to coaleſce with the Friends 3 
of the People, leſt his Property be ſoon left untenanted: 
The Merchant, leſt the Commerce of the Country be an- 
i nihilated: The Manufacturer whoſe laudable jaduſtry has = 
been arreſted in its * The Unemployed Citizen” 
the great maſs of labouring and now ſtarving Poor, 
«and, finally, all the Rabble are called; upon by the ro- 
membrance of their patriotic Anceſtors, who ſhed theie 
blood in the cauſe of Freedom, and to whoſe memories 
44 even the enemies of that cauſe are compelled to pay an 
involuntary tribute of applauſe. They are called upon 
by the endearing appellation of father, by the claims of 
their children, and in the name of unborn millions, TO» - 
„DEMAND with the ſirm and energetic voice of juſtice, - 
the peaceful reſtitution of their Rights. V. That 

the thanks of the Meeting are due to Mr. Skirving, of 

„ Strathruddie, the Secretary, for his unremitted attention ' - 
4 tothe duties of his office aud the Intereſts of his Con: 
try, and particularly, for having invited Societies of * 
« every denomination, to unite their exertions in the Cong/ | 
mon Cauſe, by ſending Delegates to the enſuing Cue 
1 n Had certain Gentlemen countenanced” 
*<-this Aſſociation laſt enn pled ging their lives 


LA 
. _ 
# T : . . = - - 
. 4 * o 1 - a 4 
- Z 
k 1 


* 


5 Sant las wo prompt a corrupt ed ambitions. Mini 
bedr to engage in a war, which could anly bring guilt 
75 „and ruin on the Nation, we might have been till enjoy. | 
3 « ing; uncommon proſpetity, and a happy underſtanding. 
e amongſt ourſelves as brethren: Aud nov, if. they will 
1 e eee eee and imme- 
1 „ ately join their wiflueneo to the only meaſure which 
dan prevent further calamity if not anarchy and ruin, 
| '< their pledge may be forfeited, and the Friends of the 
© People will be blameleſs.-—By order of the Committee, 
* (Signed): W. SEIRVING <—N. B. Thoſe members who 
© do not attend ot ſend an excuſe, will be publicly called 
upon do give their reaſons for abſenting themſelves.” 
EF. ' ACCORDINGLY, a Genetal Meeting of the faid illegal 
'  Aﬀeciations; having taken place at Edinburgh, in the 
month of October foreſaid, - in conſequence of the above 
5 Hand Bill, diſtributed and circulated ay aforeſaid, and 
1 which General Meeting, having at firſt aſſumed the name 
1 | of the General Convention. of the. Friends af the People, 
and, having thereafter, preſurmptuouſly and feditiouſly ar- 
| rogated to themſelves the name of The. Britsſb. Convention 
of the-Dehegates of the People, offaciated to obtain Univerfat 
| Sufrage; and Annual Parliaments Did, in the whole form 
| and manner of their procedure, as well aa in the principles 
[ it publicly avowed. and propagated, clearly and unequivo- 
| ] cally demonſtrate, that under the ſpecious pretext of Reform, 
nd their purpoſes were of the moſt dangerous and deſtruQtive 
tendency, haſtile'to the peace and happineſe as well as to 
— the Conſtitution of this Realm; and too plainly indicating 
— the ſame reballious maxima which have governed, and do. 
till gorurs the; proceedings of the Convention of Btance,. 
the puiblic and avowed enemies. of this Country, and with 
vhs this Nation: is at preſent, at open war:; IN PAR- 
„ names and denominations aforeſaid, DID, in the months of 
| Qgoher,. November, and December, one. thouſand, fevew 


5 x 11 9 | 
C in im- 
tation of the proceedings of the ſaid French Convention, 
Lall each other by the name of - Citizen, divide themſti ven 
2 ef Organization, of :[nfiruftions, of Finance, and. of ga- 


 cnicy, denominate their Meetings 4 Sittings,” grant Ho- 
+ nours of Sittings, and inſoribe their minutes, with The 
« Firft tar of the Brityſh Convention. The members of 
which Seditious Aſſoeiation did, moreover, at times and 
places aforeſaid, make Harangues and Speechies, as well as 
Reſolutions and Motions, of the moſt Seditious tendency; | 
the gubſt ande of which Harangues and Speeches, and uf 
aid Reſolutions and Motions were, by orders of ſaid Aſſo- 
- ciation, not only minuted, but publiſhed in a Newſpaper; 
entitled The Edinburgh Gazetteer, and throdghthat 
medium cipculnted among the lieges. Among other equally 
Setlitious Motions, Reſolutions and Speeches, minuted and 
_ "publiſhed ns aforcſacd, were the following: [Serdil, Mia 
puter, p. 37, and 47] That previous to publiſhing n 
„ Addreſy to the Public, à Committee be [forthwith ap- 
pointed to conſider the means, and draw up the outlines 
A of 4 plan of General Uaion and Corporation between the 
two Nations, in their purſuit of Parliamentary Reform.“ 


Which Motion, or one of g ſimilar import, Was unani- 


mouſly agreed to, and $ Plan of Union afterwards reſolved 
on, thereby indicating their intention of propogating their 
principles over the whole Nation, and exciting the People 
to the ſame violent and unconſtitutiond procedure ¶ Minuter, 
p. 62] “ Citizen Callander moved; that in caſe the Mi- 
e niſter bring into the Commons Houſe, a Mation for s 
4 Convention Bill, ſuch as was paſſed in Ireland, it ſhall 
be noticed immediately to the Delegates. AT LEAST 
2 Motion of the above tendeney and import was made. In 
_ cotiſequence of which Motion it was afterwards determined 
that a Convention of Emergency ſhould: take place; and 4 
| —— WER NES 5 
Ba 


(Cn) 
l ; [Minutes, p. 671 That 
a: Secret Committee of three, and the Secretary, be ap- 
ia pointed to determine the place where ſuch Convention 
ef Emergency ſhall meet; and ſuch'place ſhall remain 
. fecret with them, and with the Secretary of this 
Convention; and that each Delegate ſhall, at the break< 
ing up of the preſent Seſſion, be entruſted with a ſealed 
e letterſ containing the name of the place of meeting, © this 
; jetter ſhall be delivered, unopened, to his Conſtituents, the 
receipt of which ſhall be acknowledged by a letter to the 
| « Secretary, preſerved in the ſame flate, until the period 
| *Call arrive' at which it ſhall be deemed neceſſary fot the 
Delegate to ſet off.“ Which Motion was unanimouſly ap- 
proved ef. “ Moved, That the moment of any illegal 
{ diſperſion of the preſent Convention ſhall be conſidered 
« ag a Summons to the Delegates to repair to the place of 
| Rr the Convention of Emergeney by 
ue che Secret Committee; and that the Secret Committee 
be inſtruſted to proceed, without delay, to fix the place of 
Meeting! The Convention having conſidered the Mo- 
2 tion fully, unanimouſly reſolved the ſame, and appointed 
e the gecret Committee to proceed as deſired. L. 77] Moved, 
- | * & 'That'a Committee be appointed to draw'up à Declara- 
„ ftion of the natural, unallienable, and impreſcriptible 
„Rights of Man, and that the ſame be prefixed to the Ad- 
_ 4 dreſs tothe People of Britain.“ [y. 83.] Which Motion, 
ie appears, was afterwards referred to the Committee of 
Union. [p. 84.] « Moved, That all the Delegates who had 4 


* 
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i Jeft the Convention ſhould receive letters to return im- « 
- © megiately, and remain at their poſts till the important « 
e buſineſs,” which was daily introduced into the Conven: FF © 
tion, ſhould be properly diſeuſſed./ All which Motions «, 


and Reſolutions, together with others of the like ſeditious ſo 
"tendency, ' as alſo, Harangues and Speeches of à ſimilar ere 
import, were, by authority of the forefaid Aſſociation, or- ad 
I tie 


"It (43.3 - 


— of Tueſday, November rwentys : 
, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ninety-three, No. 
706. Of Tueſday, December third, one thouſand ſeven hun- 
red and ninety- three, No 79. And of Tueſday, Decem - 
ter tenth, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ninety- three, 


No. 90. And the fad William Skirving, above complain- * 


ed upon, was, during the time aforeſaid, not only a Mem- 
ber of the ſaid Aſſociation, and the chief inſtrument of cal- 
ling them together; but was all glong preſent-at the fore- 
fait Meetings, and acted, and was acknowledged as their 8e- 
cretary ; at which times he voted for, and approvedof eve- 
iy Motion and Refolution that paſſed, and parti- 
eularly he wickedly and feloniouſly at times and 
place foreſaid, voted for and approved of the mo- 
ONLY $0, but the ſaid William Skirving, did himſelf, at 
times and place foreſaid, wickedly and feloniouſly propoſe 
and move Reſolutions of the ſame inflammatory and ſediti- 
ous tendency: AND.PARTICULARLY, the ſaid William 
8kirving did, ſometime during the months aforeſaid, at E. 
dinburgh aforeſaid, make the following, or Motions of a fi- 
milar import and tendency ! ' Minutger, p. 34. That che 
Convention expreſs its ardent deſire to eultivate a more 
cloſe union with the Societies in England; P. 56. That an Ad- 
dreſs to the Public ſhould be drawn up by the Commit- 
tee of Union. That a Committee of Finance be appoint- 
„ed. That the Delegates from the Country, who may 
run ſhort of money by the prolongation of the buſineſs of 
the Convention, ſball be ſupplied by the Treaſurer. 


„That all the Members, both of the Convention and of 


the Primary Societies, ſhould ſubſeribe a Solemn League 
* and Covenant.“ And the ſaid William Skirving did al- 
ſo coneur in the Motion formerly mentioned, ſor à Se. 
eret Committee, agreed to be one of the ſame, and did 
act accordingly in that capacity. B all which, and par- 


rn e 


— —̃— 
— ol —wm 2 — 
: 
— 


\ 


0 upon which the Provoſt or ſome other Magiſtrate then pre- 
$4 ſent, was obliged to lay held of the perſon of him who was 


rr 


7 5 1 
- chief management of che buſineſs of the ſaid Meeting, 
the ſaid William Skirving ſhowed bimſelf an active Ring. 


leader of the ſaid ſeditious Aſſociations. 'FURTHER, up- 


on Thutſday the fifth day of December, one thouſand ſeven 
| A upon one or other of the 


| Caid days or nights of that month, the Proveſt and Magic. 
itates of the City of Edinburgh, having, in purſuance of 
| their duty, repaired to a Room qr. Maſon Lodge in Black- 
trier: Wynd, of Edinburgh, wbere th foreſaid illegal Af. 
ſociation was met, in order to diſperſe the ſame ; the ſaid 


William Skirving, above complained upon, with others, his 


Aſſctistes, Members of the ſaid Meeting, did then ul 
det niſ dhe adi of de ind Magitruts, 0d rh 


ſed to depart, unleſo they were compelled to do ſo by force; 


than acting as Preſident, nod. faceibly to draw him from 
his ſent, und to. compel the other Members to leave the 


| Skirving, and others his Afociates, did immadiately re- 
| pair ton houſe in that Clofe, in the head of the Canon- 
Few of Elaburghs eomtmonty real — Market 
-' Cloſe, and did there reſume their foreſaid illegal Meeting, 
and in open contempt-and defiance of the Civil Magiſtrate, 


did then and there declare their Meetings permanent. And 


the faid Aſſociation having, on the day folowing, again met 
in a Room or Work-ſhop in Lady Lawſon's Yard, ſituated 
on the ſouth ſide of the Street called the Croſseauſway, in the 
Pariſh of 8t. Cuthberts and Shire of Edinburgh, belonging to 
or poſſeſſed by John Laing, wright; at which Meeting the 
ſaid William Skirving was preſent, was again diſſolved in 


matmer ſoreſaid, by. the Sheriff Suhſtitute of the County of 


Ediriburgh, and others his Aſſiſtants, after being obliged 
to uſe a Similar mode of / compulſion. ; FURTHER, not- 


withſlanding of the / foreſaid repeated interferences of the 
Civil Magiſtrate; and, notwithſtanding that the Lord Pro. 
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notice: to the perſons of, the 
inkeldfor thele Moctings,: thay \wonkd;d3.ewees 


hended uu diforderly, perſons, and dealt with accordingly 3 


femble-there. The ſaid William Skirving did wiekedly 


thouſand ſeven huadred and ninety-three or upon one or 


ing, publiſh an Advertiſement in the Edinburgh Gazetteer, 
No, S0, of date the tenth of December aforeſaid; ſigued 
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« People,” inviting them to afſemble in a Hovſe belonging 
whim, William Skirvidg, their Secretaty, formerly dena - 
minated the Cockpit, on the Thurſday following.” Iw 


2 
_- 


the; foreſaid Meeting from taking place, did accordingly; 


ber, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ninety-three; grant 
warrant to, and authoriſe the officers” of their Court, and 
Conſtables, and all other. executors: of the law, to pre- 
vent and ſuppreſs fuch unlawful convocation, and to take 
into cuſtody all ſuch perſons as ſhould attempt to contra- 
vene the fame. Which judgment, or prohibition, was ac- 
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been brought before the Magiſtrates and had emitted a de- 


repair to the place where; he had advertiſed, as ubave- 
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104 Sheriff of Edinburgh bad, on the ſeventh a 
the ſaid month of December, iſſued = Proclamation, giving 
faid Aſſociation, that If they 


ad alſo  probibiting the Proprietors of Hall and other 
places of meeting, from permitting ſuch Aſſociations io af- 
and felonioully, upen the tenth day of December, "one 


ather of the days of that month, or of November preced- | 


William Skirving, and Addrefled * To the Friends'of the | 


e<nſequence of which Advertiſement the Magiſtrates' of 
the City af Edinburgh, thinking it their duty to prevent _ 


by-g prohibition or interdict of date the eleventh of Decem- 


cordingly notified to the faid William Skirving, who had | 


daratiou of that date; acknowledging his having inſerted 
the ſaid Advertiſement. Notwithſtanding of which probibi- | 
tion, the ſaid; Wilttam Skirving did, upon the twelſth day | 
af December, oue thouſand feven hundred and ninety-throe, 


mettioned; the forefaid illegal Adociation/to be held, and... 
in place of only reading on notifying the judgment af ue 


\ 
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5 Magiſtrates te thoſe; who were adds Ks: a ut the © 
. (ail Cockpit, or at the entry of the lane, or paflage thereto 
from the Graſs-market'of Edinburgh, produce and read « 
paper of the following tenor: Members of the Committi- 
# qf the Friends of the Pedple. The Magiſtrates of the city 
having forbid your legal and conſtitutionul Meeting, called 
4 this day by Advertiſement; and by their proceedings to 
% prevent it, having given occaſion to a great concourſe of 
„people, which may iſſue in tumult, and hinder your de- 
% liberations, it is - judged proper to adjourn the Meeting, 
2 888 of it before the ſeveral Societies, 
their ſeparate determination. It is therefore propo- 

to you to give place to the violence uſed. againſt you: 

2 You will thereby convince the Public that you did not 
4 deſerve ſuch treatment; and now that your Delegates 
have « permanent exiſtence, your ſeveral Societies will be 
i multiplied greatly, and means will be uſed to lay the 


A ®%-bulineſs before each Saciety individually; by printed Bul 


one thouſand ſeven hundred and ninety-three, been appre- 


 Getins,” Which paper, holograph of the ſaid William 
oo. being of a moſt ſeditious tendency, and evidently 
_ calculated to excite thE&*people to à continuance of theit 
 foreſaid illegal Aſſociations; | was forcibly taken from the 
faid William Skirving, when in the act of reading the 
tame, by ſome of the Magiſtrates, Conſtables, or Peace Ol. 
ficars then preſent. And the ſaid William Skirving, above 
complained upon, having upon the fifth day of December, 


| - hended'in conſequence of @ warrant granted by the Sherrif 
Depute of the County of Edinburgh, and a number of let- 
ters, minutes, and other writings and papers, having been 
ound in his cuſtody, they were put into two bags and ſeal- 
ed up in the preſence of him and others; then. preſent ; and 
the ſaid William Skirving having hereafter, upon the ſame 
day, been carried before Harry Davidſon, Eſq; Sherriff 

| Subſtitute of the County of Edinburgh, he did, in his 
preſence, emit a declaration, which, as be declined to ſigu, 
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e betete By ths this Sheri Subfitute} and che tai 
two ſcaled'bags being at ſame time opened, in preſenee at 


the ſaid Sheriff Subſtitute, and the ſaid William Skirving; 


un inventory of the papers, and other writings therein, 


vis made-up in their preſence, and which inventory is al- 
ſo figned by the faid Sheriff Subſtitute, as relative &o the 
 foreſaid declaration. AND) tie fald eee | 


ying, upon the eleventh day of December, one thouſand ſe- 
yen hundred and ninety- three, been brought before the 
Right Honourable the Lord Provoſt, and Neil M*Vicar 


and William Coulter, Eſqts. two of the Magiſtrates of the 


City of Edinburgh, did, in their prefence, emit and fignaDe- 
claration; And, having on the twelfth day of the ſaid mbuth 
bf December, been again brought before the ſaid William 
Coulter, did, in his preſence, emit and fign à declaration : 
WHICH declarations, together with three other declaras 


tions, the one emitted and figned by the ſaid William Skirs 


vipg on the thirty-firſt day of July one thouſand Leven 


bundred and tiinety-three, before Harry Davidſon, 'Eſq; | 
Sheriff Subſtitute of the ſhire of Edinburgh; another e- 


mit ted and ſigned by the ſaid William Skirving, the ſeventh 


day of Auguſt, one thouſand ſeven hundred and -ninety« 


three;” before the faid Sheriff Subſtitute ; and the third, es 


mitted by the ſaid William Skirving, upon the eighth day 
of Auguſt, one thouſand ſeven bundfed and ninety. three, 


. before the ſaid Sheriff Subſtitute, and figned by him, as 
the ſaid William Skirving declined to fign the ſame; AS 
ALSO à Petition figned by the ſaid William Skirving, 


given into our High Court of Juſticiary; on the 


tunety<three ; as alſo a copy of the above-mentioned ſedi: | 


ious paper, dated, Dundee, Berean Meeting Houſe, July 


#17933” As: alſo copies of the above-mentioned Hand- 


Bill, dated, Maſon Lodge, Blackfriars Wynd, 4th Os: 


tober, 1793.“ And copies of the Edinburgh Gazetteer; 
numbers ſeventy- eight, feventy-nine, and eighty; toges 


| ther with the ſcroll or draft of the Minutes of the Gena 


thirteenth day of Auguſt, one thouſand ſeven hundred an 
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en from the neben of ORober; to the 
 -_ _- fourth of December, one thouſand ſeven hundred and nine- 
- qy=three; confiſting of ninety-ſfive pages, and found in the 
| euſtody of the ſaid William Skirving, when apprehended, 
as above, being namber'firſt, of the foreſaid inventory rela- 
tive to the declaration of the ſaid William Skirving, emit. 
ted on the fifth of December, e thouſand ſeven hundred 
and ninety- three A8 ALSO theyſaid inventory itſelf, with 
the whole other papers and writings therein contained, and 
referred to; AS ALSO the paper produced and read by the 
= William Skirving, at the Meeting at the Cockpit, 2. 
foreſaid ; AS ALSO, « Letter, dated Dundee, July gth, 

* 1793,“ (Signed) T. F. Palmer,” and addreſſed, Mr, 
„ Skirying, oppoſics Old | Aſſembly Cloſe, Cowgate;” 
WILL ALL be produced in evidence againſt the ſaid, Wil- 

lam Skirving, and will, for that purpoſe, be lodged in due 
time with the Clerk of the High Court of. Juſticiary, 
before which he is to be tried, that he may have. an op- 
portunity of ſeeing the ſame. AT LEAST times and 
places above-mentioned; the ſaid acts of ſedition, by circu- 
latipg ind diſtributing, the ſorefaid ſeditious productions, 
convocating the ſaid illegal Aſſociations, paſſing and 
making the ſaid inflammatory reſolutions and motions, 
reſiſting and contemning the authority of the civil Magiſ- 
trate, employed in diſperſing the ſaid Aſſocistions, were 
all committed; And the ſaid William Skirving, above 
| complained upon, as guilty actor, or art and part, of all 
| and each, or one or other, of the ſaid acta: ALL WHICH, 
or part thereof being found proven by the verdict of an'aſ- 
fize, before our Lord Juſtice General, Lord Juſtice Clerk, 
and Lords Commiſſioners of Juſticiary, in = Court of 
| Juſticiary, to be holden by them within the Criminal Court 
+, _ Houſe of Edinburgh, upon the fixth day of January next 
do come. The ſaid William Skirving, above complained 
| pon, ought to be puniſhed with the pains of law, to deter 
ethers from committing Mo) AF time comings 
tle an: acme a Hi” 
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a William Moffat, Sollicitor at Law in Sate. 
11 James Kidd, Leather Merchant in Edinburgh. ; 
12 Alexander Aitchiſon, Student of Medicine, a * 


16 William Sawers, Merchant, Lawn Market, . | 


18 William OY Shoemaker in Hanover $t 


21 John Clark, Maſon i in Edinburgh. Fc 
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* eee eee, 
. 4 Harry baue Ely Sherif Subſticite ue, 4 
' Edinburgh. r 
2 Joſeph Mack, Wricer ts Edinburgh, 5 9 — . 
43 John Dingwall, Writer in Eben Wie OE 
4 William Scott, Froeuretey Float of edt. oy 1 
diaburgb. | F304 18 


5 William' Middleton, Sheriff Officer, Edinburgh. 
6 Andrew Scott, King's Conſtable of E xciſe, Edinburgh. 
George Galloway, Sheriff Officer, Edinburgh. 
8 Alexander Morren, Groger and Spirit ag; in Lain 
burg. | 
9 John Morren, Printer in Edinburgh. 2 FU 


| Canongate of Ediaburgh. 


1 wine Roſs, Clerk in the Gazetteer Office, Tan- 


burgh. 

14 George Roſs, che in the —_— yo 
burgh. 2 Ky 

1% Mitchell Young, Painter fn Edinburgh, | he 


19 John Wardlaw, Writer in Edinburgh. 


dinburgh. 
19 John Laing, Wright, i in Nicolſon street, beuge 


20 George Malcolm, Shoemaker in e of * 


burgh. 


vÞ 


22 William S IR Lawn MU Eis 
N | 4 * 
5 "Ti | 8 


- # " . ”* 


he 
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16 Alexander Bell, 
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23 Charles Ritchie, Merchant, Lawn Market, Edinburgh, 


24 ThomasCockburn, Merchant, Lawn Market, Edinburgh, 
v5 Samuel Paterſon, Merchant in Edinburgh. 

OE in OR of Edinburgh. 
$7 Andrew Newton, formerly Tobacconiſt in Dunſe,. now 
reſiding in St. Patrick's Square, Edinburgh. 

| 88 John Gourlay, Watchmaker, Edinburgh. 

2) Archibald Binnie, Type Founder, in Edinburgh. 
39 Dayid Downie, Goldſwith, i in Edinburgh. 
31 John Buchanan, Baker, in Canongate of bbs. 


285 Alexander 1 Leather nee 15 | r 
* e Teacher, 1 cas v. Kr 
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34 28. Robertion, Printer in Kaba. e ee 


2 5 William Lind, Apprentice, to the ſaid James Robertſon. 


36 James „ Sheriff (Officer | in Edinburgh. 
37 James en Clerk to William Scott, Salicor at 
Jaw in Edinburgh. i 

30 Archibald Welch, alſo Clerk to the faig William Scott. 


The Honourabl 
e 


| 49 Neil MiVieary Eis ong of the Magifrze of Edi 


burgh. 
4r dr Coulter Eſq. one of the Magiſtrates of Edin- 


4 Jane Laing, one of the Depute City Clerks, of Edie 


. 44 12 Dove, Town Officer in Edinburgh. 3 
44 Archibald Campbell, Town Officer in Edinburgh, el 
45 James Burnet, Grocer i in Edinburgh, Preſes of the So- 
ciety of Conſtables, 


. James Denholm, Hat "ay in Edinburgh, ang wo 


de preſent ( Conſtables i in Edinburgh, Et af” 4; 
Gerd Joun Bowery, * 5, 6 


— 
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0 Sie Patrick Warrender, lend Bü. 
Sir Andrew Lander Dick, of Fountainhall. vat 
. Bir James Hall, of Duaglaſs, Bart, // . aol Fr 
4 General Henry Fletcher, of Salton. 
William Niſbet, of Dirleton, Eſqi./ + 11 
John Hamilton, of Penegitlaod; Eſq... 
+ Robert Baird, of Newbyth; Eſq AA © 
Francis Kinloch, inn, of Gilmerton,. . 11 (os 
10 Robert Hay, of Drummelzier. _ 
_ . Robert Hunter, of Thurſton, / - / \ 7 1 
| William-Newton, of Neon. l , 
John Hay, of Hopes. | wh "4 
NIE Oe od e 
15 John Glaſſell, of Long Niddry, 
Alexander Mackenzie, of Seasto n. ; 
David Anderſon, of St. eee N ; 
. James Heybyrn, of Hymbie. 1, + 4 44 k 
John Caddell, of Cockenzie. 1 
x Thomas Brown, of Johnſtonb urn. 
James Craig, of Setoahill, It 10K d nad 
Francis Buchan, Sydſerf of Ruchlay, 58414616 | 
George Home, of Dranxzton. WY 
James Syme, gf Northfield, lun. 
25 James Hay, of Nunraw. A... + Cas En Br 
John Milne, Iron Monger in £4inburgh. tad 
_ William Lamb, Upholſterer there. ONO BF 0” 
Wolter Brunton, Saddler there.” 
William Fettes, Merchant there. | 
1 William Cooper, es de i "4-0 
Andrew Boog, Cuttler there. Sh 
. Robert Buchan, Painter there, Wok C1931 WHITENING 
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Robert Dempſter, Druggift there. 
Armſtrong, Copperſmith _ 
85 jahn Beugo, Engraver here. 
Alexander Allan, Merchant there, | 
Peter Fraſer, Merchant there 


. Frabecis Howden, . bf 
” David Milne, Merebent there, | ooh at ts ; 
* John Gloag, Merchant there. & T4) | FL ahora 
Thomas Smith, Tinfmith . T TOY WOE oY 
Robert Kerr, Haberdaſber there. r A e *. 
Innes, Confeckioher there: e 


is Braid wood, Vpholſterer there, 
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1 Andrew Mutifon, ws is he High Man of Juftici, 
ary, by virtue of criminal letters, dated and figner the 
twentieth day of December, current, raiſed at the inſtance 
of Robert Dundas Eſq; of Arniſton, his Majeſty's Advo- 


ente for his Majeſty's intereſt; againſt William Skirving, te- 


| nant, or lately tenant in Damhead, now defigning himſelf 
of Strathruddie, and" preſently refiding'in Edinburgh, in 
his Majeſty's name and authority, command and charge you, 


. | the faid William Skirving, to compear and to come and find 


fufficient caution and ſurety, acted in the books of adjour. 


mal, That you thall/compear before the Lord Juſtice Gene- 


ral, Lord Juſtice Clerk, and Lords Commiſfioners of Juſ. 
ticiary, in a Court of Juſticiary, to be holden by them 


within the Criminal Court houſe of Edinburgh, upon the 


fixth day of January next, in the hour of cauſe, there to 
. underly the law, for the crimes ſpecified in the faig 
 eriminal letters; — nga 
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copy of the criminal letters, being delate before ſerving. 
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les of Parliament; ang that you come” and And the Rid 
caution and ſurety, acted in manner foreſaid, within fis 


| days next after the date hereof, under the pain of rebellion, 


and putting of you to the Horn, with certification as ef- _ 
ters. Of which criminal letters to the will, with a lift of 
the perſons names and deſignations. that are to be adduced | 
as witneſſes againſt you, and a liſt of the perſons names 


and defignations, that are to paſs upon your Aſſine; I here- 
' with give you full and exact copies, upon the thirty-ſou 
preceediug pages, upon this twenty-firſt day of December, 
ene thouſand ſeven hundred and ninety-three years, before 
' theſe witneſſes, William M*Beath, and John M*Beath, both 
indwellers in Edinburgh, one word on page third, one word 
en page fifth, four words on page nineteenth, five words 


en page twenty-firſt, four words on page eighteenth, and 
ſeven words on page twenty-ſixth, on the ſaid preceding 


(Signet) ANDREW MURISON. - 


Lend Yaffice Clerk. What do you fay to this, Mr. W 
Are you guilty or not? 

Mr. Shirvng. I am conſcious of no guilt, my lord, 

Lord Juftice Clerk. Have you any counſel for ou? | 

_ M6. Shreoag: Io, wy lonh, I have the misfortune to have 


0 counſel whatever. 


' Lord Eſtgrove. Mr. Skirving very well knows that if he had 
wiſhed for counſel, and had applied to the court, be might have 
had counſel. 

Mr. Skirving. Such is che apprehenſion of your prejudice a ; 

gainſt the Friends of the People, that is gone forth that an agent ' 
before the court ſaid, it was almoſt giving up his buſineſs to'be 
ſeen doing any thing for the Friends of the People ; and there- 
fore, I thought I would truft to the court, aud do as well as I 
could without counſel. It is very unfortunate that I have hadfs 
little time to prepare for my defence; however, conſcious of in- 
nocence, I muſt truft 1 of unt court, EASE 


aun 
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Vi Wm very wall, that beth the dptntn eu 


thy <ourt have fo math compulics, chat they ER: 
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'. Lord Julias Clerk. The messe fubjef. that comes to thi 
court, may have counſel if be applies for it. Do You wiſh to 
have counſe] now? . 

A.. Shirving. Chl 6 eh at of he e e 
e ON WEE eee 


Mr. Solicitor General, 4 . 
n the Pannel has ſtated e 


_ Spainſt bim, perhaps in point of form the public proſecatet 
_ diſpeaſe with ſaying any thing at all upon the ſubject; at 


ſame time; in this caſe; I judge it may not be improper, for 


* jury who are to try this caſe, before the proof 
is adduced before them, to make ſome obfervations upon the na- 
ture of the charge contained in this indifiment. And, my lords, 
'I-would the rather at this period of the cauſe, becauſe I ſpeak 
under the correction of your lordſhipe; becauſe, if I tate any 
- thing improperly, if 1 draw any thing out of this indie ment that 
oo agreeable to law, Jour lordihips, 1 kaoni, will corre 


Ny lords, the W nature of the charge, exhibited againſt 
this pannel, is a charge « of ſedition, with 5 to which, my 
lord, it is unneceſſary to fay any thing, My lord, unfortunate- 


ly we live in times when it is unneceſſary, in this criminal court, 


after what has paſſed, to ſay a fingle word, either with regard 
to the vature of ſedition, or with regard to the miſchievous. ten- 
2 of it. Vour lordſhips have repeatedly delivered opinions 


upon that ſubject, and therefore it is unneceſſary to ſay any thing 


55 upon it. 


My lord, the particulay aQs of billes, charged in this Biel, 
conſiſt of two branches The firſt is a charge of circulating, 


and . diſtributing a ſeditious libel : it is not neceſſary to trouble 


your lordſhips upon this libel; it will be before the jury; and, 


I think it is impoſſible for any perſon to have a doubt, that it is 


— and Or in the higheſt degree; ay it is only no- 


" the relevancy, or to the form of the criminal libel exhibited 
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21 add, thet un paper, ue circlaton of which is che 
ed upon this pannel, has been already adjudged by two of your 


tonviction, and judgment of Fyſhe Palmer, who was charged 
yith being the guthor of it, nnn 62} 
publication of it. 

My lord, — . the charge relates 10 the pod. 


#eedings of what is termed a Britiſh Convention, in which this ” 


gentleman is charged with taking a very principal part. 
Now, my lord, with reſpect to this, taking the facts as they . 
are ſtated upon the face of the indictment, I fay, that the meet · 


lag itſelf,—that the whole proceedings of that meeting were, 


from 6rſt to laſt; illegal, ſeditious, and ſuch as cannot be tole- 


nated in any eſtabliſhed government. My lords, this will 2 8 


year, by taking a view of thoſe parts of their proceedings, and 
operations, which are ſtated upon the face of the libel. 


My lord, let us begin in the 6rft place, with the manner fg 
which this meeting is called together. The Libel fates, that it 
wn called together by an advertiſement, publiſhed by this get 
tleman, Mr. Skirving; in the inditment it is engrofſed, and has 
deen read to your lordſhips. There are two things in it of 
"which I beg leave to take notice, In the firlt place, the people 
are called upon, to demand with the firm and energetic voick 
of juſtice, the peaceful reſtitution of their rights, which is juſt, 
in other words, telling the people that they had been deprived of 
their natural rights ; and that they are now called upon to meet 
in this Convention, to obtain the reſtitution of that which had 
been unfairly taken from them: It further contains a menace 
held out to the moſt reſpectable inhabitants of this country; u 
menace is held out to thoſe gentlemen who a twelve-month ago 
aſſociated themſelyes to maintain the lawful poſſeſſion of the g- 


yernment, in oppoſition to theſe illegal affociatiovs; * Fw cer- - 


* tain gentlemen countenanced this afſociation laſt year, inſtead 
* of pledging their lives and fortunes to prompt a corrupt and 


« ambitious minifiry to engage in u war, which could only bring 


# guilt and ruin on the nation, dino nt amor ſtill enjoy- 

ing uncommon proſperity, and a happy underſtanding amongſt 

* ourſelves as hrethren ; And now, if they will not inadfully rþ, 
bo | 


Jord(hips, to be highly criminal; which was followed up by the | 


% 


. 
A troſt that very impolitic fitep, and immediately join their irity, 
_ ® ence to the only meaſure which can prevent further calamity 
i not, anarchy and ruin, their pledge may be forfeited, 1 | 
- © the Friepds of the People will be blameleſs.” Their pledge 
may be forfeited—thar ig to ſay, their lives are to be forſcited, 
vad the Friends of the People will be innocent. This is the man, 
nauer in which. the meeting is called together, and a menace held 
8 * put to nine tenths of the inhabitants of Great Britain; - F menace 
held out to all the reſpectable people, who had any ti ing to ! ole 
"hs ſcenes of anarchy and confuſion. Upon this advertiſement, 
. the libel lates *.that a meeting did aſſemble, and that the parties 
_ © 4 having at firſt aſſumed the name of the General Convention of 
; 3, Friends of the People, and, having thereafter, preſumptu- 
and ſeditiouſſy arrogated to themſelves the name of The 
4 Britiſh Convention of the. People, gſbciated 10 obtain Univerſe! 
E Suffroge, and. Angual Parliaments ; Britiſh Convention of 
the Delegates of, the People; thereby holding opt, that they 
verre the repteſentatiyes of the inhabitants of Great Btitain— 
f nothing more falſe,—nothing more ſeditious; the people of Great 
Britain, we haye reaſon to be thankful, are repreſented in Parlia- 
ment. The very name of Britiſh Convention carries {edition a. 
« Jong with it; it is aſſuming a title which none, but the members 
of the eſtabliſhed government have a right to aſſume. | And the 
Brizich Convention, aſſociated for what? for the purpoſe of ob- 
ng univerſal ſuffrage ; in other words, for the purpoſe of 
verting the government of Great Britain; becauſe, I will 
"te it upon me to affirm, that univerſal, ſuffrage i is an idea that 
never entered the head of thoſe who framed the conſtitutipu, 
thoſe who laid the foundation of that. happy conſtitution under 
which we live ; nor was. it ever I or ever Foun of 
by any body elſe. * 
My lord, een an if. it was once 
adopted, would be at once declaring that che conſtitution: of 
Great Britain is at an end ; an idea that our anceſtors never 
thought of, and never was adopted in any country, ancient, or 
modern, at leaſt in any government of the extent of Great Bri- 
| tain it was never tried, except indeed in one inſlance—a modern 
"Ate eee which Le berg abought, that-nn yu 
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ene world woild ad to repent. 1 meu the capa 


ment made by France.” N 


My lord, having . this GIG which I hopes foals 
tion upon the face of it, they proceed, as is ſtated in the. indict- 
ment, and in the whole of their ptoceediugs they aſſume the 
names, and the language of the French cotivention-y they have 
4 convention ; they have primary aſſemblies, they have the name 
ol citizens, which the members-of the ſociety commonly paſs by, 
they have committees:of finance, of inſlruction, of organiza- 
ton; and they date their prodeedings, in the firſt year; not of 
the republic indeed, but of the Britiſh Convention. In hort we 
find them conſtantly departing from the language of this cou 
try, and adopting foreign language; which, when connected 
with thoſe ſcenes that it has produced, ſhew a wiſh to adopt 4 
model, which; I am not a little ſurpriſed that any perſon in this 
eountry could have thought of. Indeed, this very circumttance, 


connected with what has happened in another country, appeate 


to me fo ſtrong, that, had not our information been moſt ſtrougm 
and pointed, 1 ſhould not have believed it poſſible; that any ſet 
of men could have held meetings that were, if 1 muy uſe the 


expreſſion, conſecrated to miſchief; ufing a. phraſeology which - 


Fran 


id the foundation of thoſe ſcenes of anarchy —thoſe ſcenes' of | 


ripine,—thoſe ſcenes of bloodſhed; of cruelty; and barbarity H- 


therto unknown in the world; which have deſdlated that-uvhaps - 


py countty, and diſgraced it mong the nations of the eurth. 1 


fay, I could bot have believed, that, in this country, any man: 
or ſet of men, with thoſe ſcenes before their eyes, for I ſay, not 


one of them can be ignorant of hat is going on in France, 1 
fay, with this awful memento before their eyes, that they ſhould 


notwithRanding have choſen to form themſelves upon that wick 
ed model, | tan only fee one excuſe, and the panne may plead 
that, and ſatisfy the jury of it; that it was done with a and 
beneficial purpoſe j that he und his aſſociates, deſirous to check 
that tide of ſedition in this country tending to alarm the ſober 


minded people, that they, on purpoſe, aſſumed this language, ii 


order to ſhew, that they had now thrown off the maſk, to he 


' plainly what they were pointing at, thereby to diſguſt and alarm 


tory fideo, every thinking, 3 
D 2 ; 


/ 


* 


n 


n a very good er- 
Guſe 3 but, 1 ſay h l impoſſible that any other opelogy or ay 6 

ther excuſe can be framed for it. 
Tubes, my lord, the libel ates ſome particular motions and pro- 
dos ings of this aflombly, particularly a motion made by citizen 
 Callendary died to an event which they aw might happen. 
Namely, proceediags in parliament to put a ſtop to their meet. 
inge. Citizen Callender' motion was, that notice ould be im- 
mediately- given to the delegates ——well what follows? a reſolu - 
tion that they ſhall be called a convention of emergency. When 
| the proof comes before. the court, they will ſee what thoſe e- 
margenciee were; ons of the emergencies was in caſe a conven- 
tion bill ſhould be brought into padliament ; and another that 
| ef « each invaſion bapyening, In either of theſe caſes, this 
cou vention of emergencies was to take place, to aflemble toge- 
ther z and what is more ertraardinary. the place of meeting is to 
he.» ſeeret among them'elves; a committee. af ſecrecy is to be 
of which Mr. Skirving is a member which is to be 
/ hep ſecret from the world ond every body e- but the. committee, 
Does. it need le guage to expreſs. what this means, that this con- 
yention-is to meet together, and in a place where no perſon is 
to know where they meet.? is it poſfible for any eonſtruQion, to 
be put upon this, but that it as in order to prevent any men- 
ſures being taken to top their meeting. which were contrary to 
bu, gad could not be tolerated in any country? and why ſhould 
this matter be kept a-ſecret if it was only to petition parliament 
fora reform? what occaſion was there for ſecrecy and hiding them - 
ſelves in holes and comers? I ſay this committee of ſecrecy and 
eee ee ee eee HIDE ATR whole of 

"ths. 

dp dents, I fhalletmne andy eno-arher mation yo takw cuties 
| eee ee Skirving himſelf. That the dele- 
gates from the country, who may run ſhort of meney by the 
4. prolongation of the buſineſo of the convention, ſhall be fup- 
| 4 plied by the treaſurer. That all the members; both of the 
% convention and of the primary ſocieties, ſhould ſubſcribe a ſo- 
* lemn league and covenant.” I am ſure no words are neceſis- 
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| magiſtrats aud ſheriff found it their duty to diſperſe them 


reads a paper, which is of a very invidious nature} it 
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Gditious. 
My: lord, thoſe are the pricelpat «tral this dees e 


which are tiated in the libel, nee NN 


will be purticulerly attraQed, 5 
My lord, the indictment nent eee 
unn, with regard to the diſperon of this meeting, when the 


and you will find that after being fo diſperſed, they met ug 
another meeting is held ut the cockpit, and there the 


allo declared, they muſt not meet; upon which Nr, Skirt 
cars 


0 mention every thing that can put them in « paſſhon; 


is juſt 
as if 1 had ſaid every thing 1 could to put # man in a pathony 


and: then | defired him to be calm; telling the people, that to 


prevent: them from ang * of violence pepe u | 


of the magiſtrates. © - 
My lord. as ofts clnegnd agnioft this ce 


whioh, e ROTO ne n m 
1 eight plead ellen dans lordſhips, „ 


' Lind was feditious, illegal, ſubverſive of government, ar every 


peried whatever, had ſuch a meeting been held five yeurs ago, 
when every thing wee quiet is this country, I ſhould haye hade 


difficulty to prove it was ſeditious: but you willattendto thetime 
tt which this meeting was held, the law is always the ſame, 
immutable, but the crime is of that nature, that the circumſtan- 


ces of the time muſt operate very ſtrongly ; and what is 8 light 


dhing at one period, may be a very atrocious act at another; for 


example, to draw an illuſtration from what ſowe of us my re - 
member, ſuppoſing five or fix years ago it had happened, that a 
few perſons in Edinburgh, bad afſembled, put on white coe- 
kades, marched te the caſtle-hill, and fired = ſhot on two, I pre- 
fume nobody would have thought at that period, that that was 
high. treaſon, it would have been deemed a riot, and not high 
ueaſon j but fuppoſe the very ſame facts had happened in the 
year 1745, they would have amounted to bigh treaſon, and the 


"I 


9 ' 
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* 


eluded, with beſieging the legiſlature, with inſulting the mem- 


(30); 


8 3 
the intention of the parties, and if ever there was a period when 


n man was called upon to abſtsin from ſeditious practices, it is 


| the/preſeat, when he has ſeen the misfortunes of a neighbouring 
country, when be has been warned. by the king, in whom he 
bas velted the execution of the law, having been warned by pro- 
clamations, waroed by proceedings in every penal court in Great 
Britaiv, to ahſtain from every thing that looks like. the appear. 
ance of ſedition. I lay, if at theſe times men are ſo perverſely 
obſtingte as 0 aflemble ſuch a meeting, it denotes à criminal 
. Kale Ge hey had happened © 


10 another period. 
"hs My, lord. it is in vain ths theſe e fan (hich is. 


the language oſtenſibly held by theſe perſons,) that their purpoſe 
was to petition parliament. I have no difficulty in admitting, 
what it is ĩmpoſſible to diſpute; that every ſubject has a right to 
petition the king, has a right to petition parliament, and God 
forbid it ſhould ever be violated 3 but ws all know, that à peti- 
/ tion to parliament may be made à colour for much miſchief; 
we all know, what happened in our own times, about twelve 
or thirteen years ago, when a ſet of perſons aſſembled in St, 
George's fields in London, what was their object? The oſten- 
fible language was to petition parliament for a reform of grie- 


vances, or for ſomething nor /o bad., to prevent parliament from 


altering the law z they aſſembled as petitioners ; and they con- 


bert, and in à few days, ſpread fire and bloodſhed through the 
Britin empire. God be praiſed, there is now no danger, I 
hope, of any thing of this kind but I mention it, to ſhew your 
lordſhips what crimes may be committed under this pretence. I 
truſt in God, that hers there is no danger; and I truſt that, at 

preſent. notwithſtanding the ſpirit of ſedition, which has gone 
forth, and been gs induſiriouſly among the uninformed. 
part of the community,- the conſtitution. is too firmly-eſtabliſhed 
upon the great baſis of natural juſtice, of the common good and 
of liberty, that rational liberty, which is tible-with a re- 
gal government, I ſay, it is too firmly eflabliſhed, and too ſtromg- 


y fixed upon the hearts of the people to be ſhaken by ſuch in: 


— 


— 


. r IRS nds 
r a 1 4 


J ͤ iU⁰? DET OO OO IPO AD 


(4) 


"Aruments as theſe. Although the government is not io Gavin 

he attempt to ſhake it, though impotent, I truſt is not "oy * 
criminal, —is not the leſs libellous. | 
I have made theſe obſervations, in order that the j 7 * 
..the cauſe muſt go to proof, as no objection has been made to 
the relevancy, that they may be able to fix their minds upon 
. thoſe parts, which are the eſſence of the charge; and if L have 
- miſtated any thing 1 am under your lordihips' correction; 


Lord Juſtice Clerk. You have given us a very good commen, 


. tary upon the indictment; but there is one part which'you have _ 
not read, and I want to hear your commentary upon the words 
ef it. And now if they will not mantully retract hat vety im- 
politic ſtep, and immediately join their influence, to the only 
meaſure, which can prevent further calamity, if not anarchy and 


ruin, their pledge may be forfeited; rays Friends of the Pev- 


ple will be blameleſs.” 


Ir. Solicitor General. That, hands ala happens, the 


Ane ie not to be hid n He EY becauſe 
they have ſo good a cauſe. 


Lord Juſlice Clert. 1 ſuppoſe the Friends of the People\might 


ent of our throats, with impunity; they would not be blameable. 


Mr. Skirving, 1 ſhould have been happy if the pleadings ofre- 


levancy bad been before the jury. I think the jury are entitled 
2 hear the relevancy, becauſe the relevancy is a matter for the 


to. conſider 3- and the jury ought to be PR; oper 


1 that no part of my cauſe be prejudged. 


Lord Juftice Clerk. They are all preſent-i in cours | 
Mr. Shirving, But, they are not ia court my lord, arp 


| cath ; I am very willing, however, to ſay any thing that I have 
to . Ss upon the relevancy before your lordſhips; but, I cex- 


tainly think myſelf bound to go over it again before the Jury, 


after the oath of God is upon them. Not being accuſtomed to 


ſpeak in public, I am not able to follow the ſolicitor general in 
the long ſpeech that he bas made; but I have thrown my 


thoughts together, and ſhall beg leave to read them to your 


lordſhips, from the paper in my band, if I am permitted. In 


dhe mean time, I would · obſerve, that I am not accountable for 


2 — 
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85 juſtify themſelves for what thay hare done, when called be. 
doe your Lordſhips, and will certainly juflify themſelves. le 
5 Kat point of view, every thing that the ſolicitor general has taig 
1 ls to the ground. Any thing that reſpects me, in this con, 
_ wention, I am ready to anſwer for ; but I apprehend there is ng. 
_ thing laid againſt the in particular that is worth the noticing, 
” The folicitorgeneral thought it was unneceſſary to ſay any thing 
4X TTV 
' have n very different idea of it; MAT WUD os Lula 
. ment is properly laid, unleſs. the major of the propoſition in the 
| - Indifiment, enſwers to the major part of the propoſition in the 
A - "flntute, upon which it is founded. In my indidtment the crime 
=_ laid is ſedition what this tranſgreſfion is. we are left td diſco. 
| wer by an inveſtigation. of the ſeveral articles in the minor part 
ot the propoſition laid in the libel, that js to ſay from the overt 
| nds charged againſt me in it, ſo far as the pannel has obſerved 
ts che iudid ment before this court. But, ſurely the proſecutor 
. > © ought to have ſpecified the crime as defined, in ſome one or o- 
| her of the ſtatutes to which he refers, and which are preſently 
=. eognizable in this court ; and in the tranſgreſſion of which he 
3 . wiſhes to prove that I have been guilty. 
| In the indictment, T am charged to comprar in « court of jul 
|: ' riciary, to anſwer for the crimes ſpecified, &. | 
=. ih Now, in the major propoſition of the indictment, only one 
: 
| 
| 


crime is laid, namely ſedition. Here you ſes crimes. not one 

crime, but crimes are ſaid to be ſpecified, Does the proſecutor 

intend to bring forward more than he has given me warning to 

provide my defence ageinſt? The court ſurely will ever permit 

dim to do any ſuch thing. They will not permit him to take 

| me at unawares with a ſingle charge, more than what js laid ig 

| | kis indiftment. Now, this is ſedition ; and there is not a fingle 
8 thing more than ſedition charged againſt me, 4 

Wo Sedition! I know not what the proſecutor means by ſedition; 

| for be does not attribute's fingle quality either of mind or action 

de it. I am not called on to declare any opinion of it; he only 

|  fays® Wurnzas,” Gomand be faysno more; ſurely whatever ides 


Fee ſodition, vet aer deſcribing it as S crims ſo heinous, 


e infloidual;acd Iitere dan the convention are able 


„ 


abe e eee 
charged in the minor propoſition, went to make up any ſuch 
beinous crime, or indeed any crime whatever. Would it ever 
enter into any perſon's mind to ſuppaſe, that acting in the caps- = 
city of ſecretary to a number of ſocieties, my receiving a parcel 
of papers. according to the firſt charge in the libel, from one f 
theſe ſocieties, and ſhewing them to a few of the perſons entruſt- 
ed with the buſineſs of the whole, in order that they might be 
able to give their opinion of them, when ſubmitted to a meeting, 
was, in any degree, reprehenſible. When the Fiſcal, - upon in- 
formation of the Dundee addreſs, got a warrant to apprehend 
me for my concern init; I narrated to the Sherriff my whole con- 
ecrn in the matter, and be aſſoilaied me at once. But allowing  ' 
that I had really been chargeable in the matter of the Dundee | 
addreſs, would it not be both ungenerous, and unjuſt, aftet-cit» 
ing me as a witneſs on the part of the crown, carrying me t 
Perth; and ineloſing me with the other witneſſes a whole day, and; 
aſter all, to bring me in as a party, upon the evidence of the 
very witneſſes with whom I was ſo ſhut up, and conſequently 
expoſed to converſe freely with them on the ſubject, being made. - 
to believe, that nothing I might then reveal, - ſuppoſing I had | 
deen criminally concerned, could ever come againſt myſelf. 
It would be unjuſt in the court to admit ſuch an unprecedent · 
ed attack on any man; and it is hoped, that they ill not in - 
wy Der the public yrobemen kam the may .o 05 ths, hated, 
= this buſineſs is to be braught under tho review of parliament. . | 
23 A. be the next thing, the hand-bill. by which ſome Generel * 
N Convention is ſaid to have been called, though I know of no ſuh 
meeting called by that bill: the proſecutor knows well, that he 
can neither inſtruct that I was the author, nor, in any degree, 
7 If the publiſher of it. And though I had been both, it is not poſ+ 
gle 6ble for him. to prove that I could be guilty of any erime in 
: giving warning to my country of its danger, or in calling them, 
= to demand, in a conſtitutional manner, rights which it cannot 
93 be denied have been wreſted from them, as appears from Whar, - 
ton's motion in the houſe of commons, which I beg leave to read. 
des  « Mr, Wharton roſe to make his promiſed motion. We heard,  * 
dus, I he ſaid, on every fide, of che glorious revolution in 1688, and 
of the conſtitution, as ſettled at the glorious revolution. : 
N 1 


* * r 2 


by @ 7 rr e 
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| nnd he repented it bituſelf with rapture. 
i wht mas the eto) foundation of on fun tion 
eee eee 99 #74 
It aſſuredly was not, thut the poſſeſſion of the ne and 
the regular hereditary ſueceſſem to it, were at that time diſturb- 
ed und interrapted; It was not that we expelled one King and 
one family; vnd appointed another king aud awother family in 
their foot. The necefity of ſuch changes was at all times tg 
be depleted : 50 the ovens ene 
i ths mee, 
; "4 Tie only rational foundution of out apyrodution of that w. 
ealation muſt be, that at that time ſuch ptiteiples were confirmed; 
und fuck wife and wholeſowe provifions made fot our conſtitu- 
bee ns Loot are e e fg 
| ſity for x fimilar revolution 
X e Whoevet approved of that revolinivn, declarid at the ſums 
FN; thin, that the conſtitutional proviſions then obtained were wiſe 
and wholefome provifions x that they were worthy objects of a 
1 nuatisaal ragte; that they not only juſtified refiftance but wade 
| - _ it meritorious; and that they were cheaply purchaſed at the 
__ *, "price-of all the blood that was fled upon that octifon, as well 
| ns tlie dethronemem of & guilty king and the extirpation of his 
tleſs family. But an approbation of that Revolution went 
farther. It deefared that if by any-means,—by force or by 
- rank by er e by e ed theſe Geh ase will ve 
eeffary conſtitutional provifions ſhould by any meabs be taken a- 
way or fruſtrated, the ſame objects would again juſtify the ſame 
netiond] ſtruggle, and the ſame extrerbitich; unleſs they could be 
| | recovered and re- obtained by mote gentle, end a, he 
| thetefore tore happy meas. C 
He afferted (and ſaid he riſqued nothing 3 
uc man would be hardy enough to deny it; and he pledged him- 
ſelf to prove it in « Committee of the Houſe) that all that was 
valuable to the people of this country, all the proviſions which 
wers flipulsted to procure the peace and proſperity, the indivi- 
WD dual Ubetty, and the general property of the people of this 
Yet Se ee mg, e 
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ne 
ments, Whilſt he breifly brought back to their recollection we 
this country eſtrbliſhed by the Revolution, —Firſt, To gvoid all 
future miſtakes, aud that the contract between Prince and Peo- 
ple might be clearly underſtood, the Revolutioniſts began by al- 
tering the oaths of the contracting parties. They altered 
Coronation Oath for all future ſovereigus in this realm; ar 
| they altered the Oath of Allegiance for themſelves and for all 
future ſubjects. They cut up by the roots the damnable daQ- 
tine of paſſive obedience and non re/ytance, by emphatically ſpeci- 
fying and ordaining, that the following words of their formeroath, 
1ſt W. and Mary, ch. 8. * 1 declare r 11/ 4-1 
nay pretence whatever to take up arms again the King,“ &c. 
| Ge, ſhould not from thenceforth be required, ar enjoined. 
It was not ſo much to relieve the conſcience of the ſubjeRts, 
that theſe words of their former oath were ſelected, recited and 
| aboliſhed ; fo? no oath of flavery erer did, ar ever mill, ar ever 
' ought to bind a nation, or an individual. I was ſometbing worſe 
| than perjury or (acrilege to keep an vath of flavery. This alte- 
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from being miſled, as the four preceding {overeigns had Haen, 
do truſt to u ſenſeleſs ſuperititian abaut Koya/qy, which though 
many perſons for their ee e N - 
mon ſenſe ever entertained. | 

6 Fhilr n Euro wane goodie fake d 


the Executive Power, and the reſponſibility of its confidential 


All matters and things relating to the well governing of this 
kingdom, which are cognizable in the Privy Council hy 
© labs and cuſtoms of this realm, hall be zrao/afltd there ; 
all reſolutions taken thereupen bull be A by ſuah of the 


by guarding, as far as laws could guard, againſt that accurſed | 
engine of deſpotiſm, « Cabinet rn ˖ 
ſtrument, an Iaterior Cabinet. 

1 r 
of the. people; the only poſſible ſecurity for all their twher pro- 
nn, Ä ↄ 
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adviſers. They therefore enacted that, 22th William III. ch. a. 


* 


ration was made to prevent the future ſoyereigns „ 


Privy Council as ſhall adviſe and conſent to the ſame. Ther- 


3 | 
' -Commons and Juries. attic 
, they found them, the nobility and the church; they were cond 


dering the ſolid and ſubſtantial parts of the conflitutional edi 


and did not much concern themſelves about the gi/ding and the 
. "varniſh... They therefore proceeded to eſtabliſh'the principle of 
fair and free, and frequent election of the repreſentatives of the 


Commons in Parliament, as might be ſeen by à reference to the 


- Ads paſſed een and ſecond, and third years of William 
-apd Mary. 4 


«And ts as they imagined, neothdd for the res! 


election of the repreſentative body in parliament, they ſecured 


_ The independence and integrity of that body after its election, by 


- -enaRting that No perſon who bas an office, or place of profit 
' © under the King, or receives a"penfion from the Crown, ſhall 


Wt eee a ara mga anne 


1543, W. III. ch. 2. | 
Having thus ſecured the muck nod 8 of the 
people's repreſentatives i in Parliament, they proceeded to the o- 
| ther important branch of theiy repreſentation by Jury; and they 
'deereed, that Juries ſhould be fairly taken, without partiality ; | 
and ſhould a& freely, without influence. fl W. and Mary, 
- ch; 2d. They alſo decreed. that exceſſoe buil ſhould not be re- 
Wired that exceſſive fines ſhould not be impoſed ; and that 1% 


gol and crue/ puniſhments ſhould not be ĩnflicted: and to ſecore 


_ theſe objects, they ed; hes. eee e thy: Jodger 
- commiſſions ſhould be made, quam diu ſe bene geſſerint, and 


that their ſalaries ſhould be aſcertained and eſtabliſhed;' in or- 
der to . za W. III. 


ch. 2. 
4 Nom, all theſe provibons, (the objets and maar of | 


the glorious Revolution) would have no value, they would be 
nugatory and worthleſs ; they would be a mockety ; unleſs they 


: (wine abivaBByies cbiaie cad ſecure to the people of this'land, 


 - theſe three important points: Firſt, An honeſt and reſponſible 


. Exerciſe of the Executive Authority—Secondly, Real, indepen- | 
- . Gant, and faithful repreſentatives of the commons in Parliament. 


- Thirdly, A fair and impartial adminiſtration of juſtice in the 


Courts af Law. We who had no predilection for any family 


” —_— —_—_ 5 1 
* 


9 * 
whiterer.(envtpt cocornefted with thele cbje@d)y in dle 60h 4 


2 


BIT d ehe ee, Revolution, did new again ' 1 
can, demand, and inf upon all thoſe, as our undoubted Righers © 


nnn | 
* kingdom.” 1it W. and M. ch. 2. 
x « If then; by various means it had happened (as be aflerted 
and undertook to prove in a Committee of this Houſe) that this 


. proviſional reſponſibility of the Privy Council no longer remains; 


that the election of the Houſe of Commons, is neither fair nor 
free, nor frequent ; that this proviſional independence of its mem 
bers is gone, and that the Houſe at preſent ſwarmt with Per- 
* ſons having offices and places of profit under the King, and re- 
' ceiving penſions from the Crown; That Juries are not fairly 
and impartially taken; that they do not act freely and without 
influence; that exceſliye bail may be, and has been required 3 
that exceſſive fines may be, and have been impoſed ; that illegal 


and cruel puniſhments may be and have been inflited ; that the 


Judges are not independent of the Crown ; that Penſions may 
and have been granted to ſome of them; and that lucrative of- 
fices may be and have been conferred upon others: by\which 
FF nnen 

tabliſhed. | 


: 


I theſe fats were fo, he held it to be the duty of all-thoſe - 


5 who, without hypocriſy, praiſed the Revolution, to endeavour 
to return us again to our conſtitutional ſituation at that period, 


and to recover thoſe loſt, or neglected proviſions; that ſo we 


might effectually ſecure to ourſelves and to our poſterity, what 


our anceſtors endeavoured at the Revolution to ſecure to them- | 
ſelves and to us. | 
© He concluded with moving, « That 9 Committes be ap- 
« pointed to inquire, whether any, and which of -the proviſions 
made by Parliament in the reign of William and Mary, and 


* in the reign of William the third, for ſecuring the reſponſible 


* exerciſe of the Executive authority, for ſecuring a real, inde- 
pendent and faithful repreſentation of the Commons in Parla- 


ment; and for ſecuring a fair and impartial adminiftration ok 


* juſtice in Courts of Law; whether any, and which of theſe 
ER And i> | 
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the people of this land may recover that ſituation and ſecurity in 
5 W ebeent, Cana Regret ane 


* 


. B. tt u worthy of remark; that . of th delivery 
of this judicious and Conſtitutional Speech, no reply whatſoever 
was made, nor GERT a boar WC, * WE 


* 7 


. 


= ted attention to duty. I know, indeed, it muſt have given great 


— 


Pein to the oppoſere of the Friends of the People to be told, as 
I ſhall alſo prove in their preſence this day, that by 


og 
that wiſe afſociation, they have brought their country > the 


very brink of ruin ; and who now are entitled to the poſt of dan- | 


ger fo mich? But ſurely no man, unlefs thoſe, who were fo for 
ward in pledging their lives and fortunes for its defence, in his 


|." ſenſes will offer the charge of crime, or guiltineſs, to an anxi- 


dus concern for the welfare of one's country, even though im- 


prudently expreſſed, which, however, T do not think. has been 


| 1 N 


Mach indeed is averred in the Indifwerit, with the defign of 
mi the Convention; but upon the moſt vague grounds, 


1 am ready to anſwer for the Aſſociation of the Friends of the 


People, and for all their proceedings from firſt to laſt, but at 


3 I am indicted, only as an individual. Let me be fairly 
Qed, as reſponſible for that Convention, and I ſhall not de- 


celine to anſwer to any Indictment; knowing well that the Bri- 


tiſh Convention is fully able to Juſtify its proceedings through 
me, or any other perſon charged in their name. But, upon no 
principle of equity, or juſtice, can any body of men, regularly 


aſſoeiated, be condemned, in any court, if not legally preſent. 


The Public Proſecutor, as uſual of late, bas frequently, in this 
IndiQment, termed the Friends of the People, collectively, and 

individually, ſeditious and evil diſpoſed perſons having pur- 
poſes * to the on of the people, and to the pence 


? | 0 . 
. 4h t6 the Cebditatns of the enntace; Ss | 
tao plainly indicating the ſome rebellious maxima which have gov 
verned, emed es f rakes mne enn 
of France, Ge. 

"That the Britida Convention, however, 60 e d was 
bee ee remeins to be proved; and cannot be 
proved, till the Legiſlature declare them ſuch; or until they 
ſhall be cited, tried, and condemned according to law. Till / 
one or other of theſe events, they are to be held; in this Court, 
and in the opinion of the public, as a Conſtitutional Society; 
Whatever the Lord Advocate may alledge to the contrary. 
And, therefore, 15 the Friends of the People muſt be confidered” 
in this Court, a Conſtitutional; legal, or allowable ſociety, 
equally as aby other ſociety, .( profenting reſponſible perſons of 
| their number amenable to the laws of | their country, for all their 
proceediugs,) every thing averred againſt the Britiſh Convention, 
or theit delegates, in my Inditment, muſt go for nought in the 
preſent proſecution. For this ſame reaſon, and upon the fame - 
principle of juſtice, every thing laid to my charge in this In- 
SdiAment, as ſaid. or done by me in the meetings of that Society, 
falls alſo to go for nought; unleſs it could be proven that I did | 
unwurranted by the Affociation. In ſuch caſe, if any thing ſo 
done by me in their meeting, could be proven to be contrary to 
law, yt DEPOT OT OY I OR 
then. 

'To go bw Ge Prifccuterts views in this Indidtvient, would 
bu. to-inkidge the very conftitation of the meg, and aceking 
but the moſt palpable inattention to the fundamental principles 
of the Britiſh Conſtitution, or a ſeqitious deſigu to overturn it, 
could have dictated an Indictment ſuch as this which. I now 
hold in my hand. Should ſuch a proceeding be allowed, there 
bis an end of Liberty: — It would be a revival of the Conventicle - 
proſecutions with a yengeznce. The Lord Advocate would only 
have to declare any gfſociation of the people, à number cf ſediti- 
dus and evil diſpoſed perſons; and to get a jury to find ſome ob- 


| _ notious perſon among them guilty; and then every meeting of 


the kind would be deemed illegal and might be dragooned, as in 
nn“ ““.. 5 


ol 


EP „ | 
Wing”: Win . He wight- text; for in- 
> „ eee rg 
n If then, My Lords, ovary thing in thy ee eee 
 ' on the infidious and falſe affertionsagaioſt the Britiſn Conven- 
uon, falls neceſſarily to be expunged, and it muſt be expunged, 
* aunleſt you are determined to condemn me, dk the expence of 

/ that very conſtitution, by authority of which you fit there this 
- taps and which propoition-1 challenge all my yroleemors to 
What remains in the Inditment againſt me? Little 
againſt me, but much to my credit and honour, Theſe 
k: | Sp eee 2000 ENTS eee 
ditlcate, there remains nothing more charged againſt me, that I 
Io need to waſte your time in animadverting on. No idea of guilt, 
= or even of fault, can ariſe in any man's mind on my conduct to- 
3 wards the civil magiſtrate, in the caſe reforred to. K. 
1 bk If the officer of a civil magitrate ſhall come to me and deſire 
; me to go out of my on houſe, I have a-right to aſk the reaſon; 
f and if he can ſhew me no warrant, I may turn him to the door 
23 an officious intruder. If his maſter ſhall deign to come him- 
3 ſelf, and make the ſame demand; I have à right to aſk him his 
* authority likewiſe, and to treat him worſe than his ſervant, if he 
ſhew no authority; for no magiſtrate has any power but what 

the law gives him; and even that power, which the law does 
give him, he muſt likewiſe exerciſe, not as he chufes, but only 
_ + as the law directs. The king's proclamation itſelf would be of no 
more force againſt me, than one from the Provoſt of Edinburgh, 

and that would be nothing at all, unleſs warranted by law. Ne- 

_ vertheleſs, it is falſe, and altogether unfounded, that I any way 
contra vened the proclamation of the Sheriff and Provoſt; though 

indeed I did conſider it an unwarrantable; unconſtitutional, and 
oppreſſive act; and which they had no authority to emit. When 

1 „ e TRI Oy e dr ar Ae 
1 dhe Council, for, I knew not what, though I afterwards found 
that it was for my advertiſement of the roth, they were ſatisfied 

| that my advertiſement was for calling a different meeting alto- 

gether, from the meeting which they bad taken upon themſelves 
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n ind chen diſmiſſed me, er giving og mo en de 


for my trouble: The advertiſement was as follows: 
« Friends of the People. Ihe General Committee of your "a 
cieties here, which. ſhould have met as uſual ov Thurlday lad, 


- was neceſſarily poſtponed til Thurſday firſt, by reaſon of the 


fittings of the Convention. The Britiſh Convention being dor 
conſtrained to adjourn to the place a inted for its meetings of | 
emergency, the General Committee o Friends of the Peo- 
ple in and about Edinburgh, are requeſted wo aflemble in 6 


| houſe. belonging to Mr. Skirving, their Secretary, waz 0 


nominated the Cock Pit. 

As aur meetings are pertecti Conſtitutional, po 
ceedings ſuch as we dare avon, the Meeting will be held at 44 
o'clock, noon. . - 

5 A full Meeting is entreated, for the purpoſe of adopting, 
. for defraying the ex pences of * delegates while gt. 


PP their duty in the Convention. „. dure! 


Edinburgh, Dec. 10. 1793- 
'Befors coming away, the fitting Magiſtrate did indeed 6gnify, 


| st they extended their a& of ſupremacy againſt that meeting, - 
as yell as againſt the Britih Convention; and this new de- 


<laration 1 promiſed to read to the meeting when alembleds 
and leave it to themſelves to judge what regard was, due to it. 
I went accordingly, next day, to fulfil my promiſe. And, Know- 


irg the irritation: of the people's, minds at the baſhaw-like treat- 


ment which had been given to the Britiſh Convention; and that 


they mould nat. receive with reſpe& the meſſage I had received 


for them, in a hurry, before leaving my own houſe, I wrote the 
motion and propoſal, which is parrated in the Iadictment, [See 


Fate 16. and which every perſon, not altogerher blind with 


e, muſt, confider! as 2 prudent propoſal; and intended 


ſolely to prevent the collifion of animoſity, betyixt citizens and 
| their. magiſtrates. 


When I came with my worthy friend Me. Charles Brown, from 


Sheffield, with whom I had met accidentally, I found the meeting 
| houſe blocked up with an armed force; and ſeeing, the people _ 
gathering faſt, we made haſte; for fear of tumult, which extrar. _ 


uin meaſures ha in a pepulors, cy, ta ready = 


* 
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95 Il the declaration of the magiſtrates, andthen the above propofat' 
Upon the ſame being forced from me violently, but by whoſy 
orders I know not, we left them with it and ſet off. It was very 
| - /fortunate wh enme off fo ſoon; for the people wete' aſſembling 
+, fromall parts ſo quickly, that their number would in 2 few wi. F 
 mutes have been ſo great, as to embolden them to inquire and-judge 
| who were right and who were wrong in ſo ſhameful an affray. For 
this ſervice to the magiſtrates, a number of town officers and fol. 
_ © \diers were hurried after us, and ſeizing us, walking upon the firect 
- peateably, ind led us, as condemned erimluals, through the moſt pub. 
le ſteet. which, by the tumultuous running of the people from all 
ers was conppletely alarmed, for every window was crowded 
heads, the fame us during the executſon of a criminal, They 
were conducting us to the guard houſe. when Mr. James Laing, 
one of the town clerks, countermanded the proceſſioh to the 
f | council chamber. And aſter a conſultation of the magiſtrates | 
held with the 'heriff, crown ofigers, 1 td the aſſeſſors, we were 
ditmifſed fimpliciter. - | Ai 
Now upon what data ean guilt e againſt me from 
| any part of the whole of this procedure. It is impoſlible, WIV 
the Lord Advocate ever ſo anxious to affix criminality upon me 
in theſe tranſactions, he would not be able. But although my 
' guikineſs might be evident, what, right has he how to eſtabliſh 
i, after the magiſtrates have judyed and acquitted me 
Upon the whole then, if tlie matters charged in the libel, ta- 
| King in the circumſiances attending them, or taking them up 
wy fimplyin themſelves, as laid in the indiQment amount to the crime p 
bk ſedition, then ſedition mull be a ' very innocent thing indeed, 8 
5 Nay, if my conduct from beginning to end in this buſineſs is ſe 
1 , 1 glory in it, as the higheſl ſervice of my life; and judge 
; b feditjon the higheſt virtue, becauſe, difintereftedly purſued 
to promote the public welfare. But in regard your” lordſhips 
have again, and again, determined ſedition to be the wort of all 
erimes, and including every crime deftruQtive of ſociety, ind have 
5 and again for this very crime infliQed puniſhments, i in the | 
3 eye of ſore evenworſe than death itſelf, I muſt inſiſt, that as neither j 
the rite itſelf, nor the law defining it and dechring its penalty 4 
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, eſpecially, in an ther poli ne ure taking 
| ns rg er as, being merely the imprudently. blen 


| Ang the meaſures of adminiſtration may think it very enpodient and 


necefſary to ind me guilty, with a view, in the preſent eireum - 
es of the country; to ſtrengthen the executive government, and 
the balance of power into the hands of thoſe; whom poſs. 

fibly, on other occaſions they would check, but at preſent judge is | 
oper totruſtto their prudent and merciful exerciſe of diſeretios · 


ary power, Some juries of late are ſaid to have ated from ſuch | 


motives ; and we truſt, for the ſake of juſtice, they have repented 


that they left to others the judgment which they were bound, by | 
; the oath of God, to render to the accuſed themſelves. And finally 


in regard this high crime of ſedition is ſaid to be puniſhable by aQs_ 


of parliament, as in the charge upon the Iadictment, (and in- 


deed. no puniſhment can be inflicted by any other authority.) It 
is therefore indiſpenſibly juſt, and neceſſary. that theſe hould bo 
preciſely ſpecified: or that the libel, as ſo laid, cannot be pro” 
ceeded on, but is altogether futile and irrelevant, ww p 
If the term Sedition be in any ſtatute of our Law, Nude is 


will ſpeak for itſelf, It will be the major of the ptopoſition in 


the llatute 3, and the act or aQt of the minor, will ſufficiently 
| illuſtrate what the Legiſlature intended by the crime ſo termed 


and if the acts, with the criminating circumtiances of intentions 
deſcribed in the Statute, or Statutes, be the ſame as thoſe with 5 
which the Proſecutor has char ged me, I will neceſſarily be con= 
demned. But if no ſuch law is ſtated upon the authority of which 
alone. this Court has power to a8, and the Publio Proſecutor 


will not point out any, in this caſe this Indidtment wuſt be de · 


clared without foundation z for no libel is relevant, which i is not 
x tranſcrip of ſome Statute, and that both of its major and minor · 
For, where no law is, there is no tranſgreſſion. That is to ſey, 


the libel ought to ſtate the crime generally the law which makes 


jt a crime—and then the overt ade, which being proved.arathe 
tranſgreſſion of that lay, PI WT e ee 
tutes the general crime libelled. 

Nos af cheſs arg done inthis Indiftmentz nnd indent ama 


be evident to the meaneſt capacity, that this-yery unprecedented 


libel could not have any legal Statute for its data and fetten; 


” 


1 (OED N 
ee rr "AD 
a Ie would appear, e 
out off all communication of ſemiment among the. peo 
N Rr che people, or mutual e 
| argument im fociery, cee bee, wege has 
; powers. beſtowed by the Creator, is ſedition; or an ſort off 
Aſocistion is the natural inheritance a e * * wg 
1 -wyuld the Lord Advoeste deny the blefſing to 8 fe 
[74 ves? And if this privitegs csu be denbeod to any, v a 
Fl he affix guilt to that mode of exercifing the privelege, which his 
|  * brethren think belt adapted for the purpoſes,” for which it is | 
- vouchfafed by the Creator. It is an obſervation which 1 all 
ne vet ceaſe'to make, when I have opportunity, that the grand 
peat conſequences of the are of flavery, and that of liberty 
"or native effects of their oppoſite principles are theſe ; namely, 
| Thaterbitrarytyrannical power ſeperntesthe man from hi#Þrotber, 
und infuſes the ſelfiſh unfeeling prineiple more and more in the heart; 
but the principle of liberty, that true principle which Chriftianity 
Implants in the ſoul; the principle of Hberty which Chriſt has re- 
f KRored, 2nd by which he makes men free, is the loadftone which 
' draws ſouls together; and eſtabliſes the ſocial bund which is the 
"ſource of all morality.” And accordingly we are affured, by 
teſtimony which cannot deceive, that, as a certain token of the 
_ *upproach'sf thoſe halcyon days, which we hope for, the iuffu- 
- ence of che uniting principle ſhall be remarkable. It was the 
| «ſignal, and the mearr'of our fathers deliverance from popiſh do- 
mination. © lty effeQs are now more wonderful; and, being in 
 'the preſent caſe altogether voluntary, and lefs confirained by 
Nerty influence, - promiſes's. ſtil} more glorious deliverance : 2 
| deliverance, not from one tyrantty to embrace another, but a 
[ | Anne from the prineiple of tyranny itſelf; and which will 
; eſtabliſh the love of mankind. You would do well therefore 
not to be found counteraQting the work of Chrift in«the earth. 
It may be the day of his coming, which was to be thus uſhered 
| i ® Then they that feared the Lord ſpake often one to another, 
and a boek of remembrance wes wrote for them that feared the 
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N "PF * day that ſhall burn as an oven 3 and all the prod; pen 
4 n Have they not bees 

W ring country ? And ſhould not you be in- 


3 how g leſſon before your eyes? If the Public 


or thegxbvnot invalidate theſe objettions, which hee 


q 


ane ift the vancy of the libel, and you are ſatisfied in 
b, yout own mi . That as I cannot be tried upon accufations 
d made n A long allowed Society, which has not ay yet been 


i- tried,” und legally convicted, unleſs I had been cited before v., 
& the proper and eb brfrefentarive of rhur Sockety, rites. 
is fore the preſent Indictment againſt me is illegal; and muſt be 
„ fiſmifſed. 20. That it ought to be laid _afide; becauſe neither | 
1 the crime, in the major propoſition of the Indictment, nor e 
fl the acts charged againſt me in the minor, are inſtruct- 4 
y ed the referable to any Statute, cognizable by this the 
„ Court of Juſticiary. And, za, That though you miglt | 
„ I think the Jury intitle to proceed in this trial, upon the ides 1 
tz hich they muſt have, in their own minds of the word Seditioh; | 
ty pet, us they know not the idea, which the Law Judges have in 
* their minds of this crime, no Statute being libelled on, therefore 
* I] by proceeding, they mightibe guilty of the grofſeft injuſtice; be- 
exuſe, they might find me guilty of what they would call Sek- 
ton; and their idea of Sedition, being very different from 'that © 
which the Lords of Juſticiary have affixed to-it in their minds, 
bus, that it is the worſt of alt crimes, and including all other 
crimes whatever, they might adjudge me to the utmoſt rigoue 
ef puniſhment ; white they only intended to ſay, that I deſerved 
ect, to make me act more wiſely for the time to come. 
If it is true, what has been affirmed of the citizens'upon ſome 
late Juries, that they ſought to petition for a mitigution of the 
ſentence inflicted in conſequence ofthe verdicta, which had in this 
manner been given, becauſe they judged them altogether diſpro- 
portioned to any idea which they had formed of the crime ſub- 
mitted to their cognizance; it follows that they injured their 
faffering brethren, my? unjufly ; and it can be no rational falvs 
to their mind, that they acted according to their light at the 
lime; and that the extreme vigour of the ſentences is chargeable, 
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e them, but ogiiatt the Jolges f cd that for this þ 
vious reaſon, that, in effect, they actually and legally adjt 
their brother to- be poſlibly ten times more guilty than they 
helieved him in their conſcience to be, ſince they expoſed. hin 
to ten times more ſuffering than they though he merited.,/Had 
they made > point to have the ſame iden of the crime = 
that the Law and the Judges of the Law would have: gf it, and 
this is the firſt duty of every Juryman, they would en have 
found a very different verdict; they would have bound that he 
© Gl. not merit ſuch u degree of puaiſhment ; that js t6 Tay, d 

have found that he Aa the erime libelled,” 


. meriting | ſuck puniſhment. - 


This, therefore, I truſt will be both a  waraioy 6nd x lefſon to 
ales, that they wiſely conſider, firſt, what is the nature of the 
crime indicted, and the puniſhment that will be inflifed, if the 
2 ſhall, be proven. And then whatever number of ſmaller 
crimes may be proven againſt the Pannel, if the whole of theſe 
together do not merit, in their judgment, the puniſhment to be 
inflited, they, muſt find the Pannel at their bar not guilty of | 
we crime indifted ; that is to ſay, not deſerving of the puniſh- 
ment adjudged to the crime charged in the Iodictment. 
The original intention of trials by Jury was to guard againſt 
the: partiality and injuſtice. of magiſtrates and Judges. The 
county courts, the members of which were the ancient, judges af 
this country, became ſo exceedingly cortupt, that Juries were 
invented to remedy the many enormities and oppreſſions daily 
committed by theſe courts. . Formerly, the Juries of Scotland 


| were impannelled in civil as well as in criminal actions. They 


are now limited to the trial of high crimes and miſdemeanours.” * 


lt is a common notion, ta ra, a of the fol 


only, and not of the i. 

It has, perhaps, eee foſtered by the | i ;njunfiions 
of judges and magiſtrates,” It is exceedingly —_ that 
plain fimple jurymen ſhould look up with veneration to the high 

rank, and ſuperior abilities of thoſe men who are appointed by 
their ſovereign to diſpenſe;juſtice, over the nation. For this rea- 
fon it is, that the Engliſbhjudges are ſo extremely ſollicitous not 
do inculcate their own. opinions M the. mipds.of ee, bus 
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der no neceſſity of aying preater ſtreſs on his teliimony than 


| * as well as of the truth of the fact depoſed upon by the witneſſes, 
A general verdi& is that which, without deſcending to particu: 


„lar fats, nds} in general terms, that the panel is gully of nol 5 


that M*Kenzie '* diſapproves of this inſtitution of juries, becauſe 
Fit is hardly poſſible, in many caſes, to ſeparate the proof of 


44. 


#exve their drterminations olely ts the Utes of hel own 
lences.? “ | 

| Fre what end,” faid Lord Chief. Juftice Vaughan, © are the - 

*jators challenged ſo ſcrupulouſly to the array and poll? To 

bat end muit they have ſuch a certain freehold, und he probs - 

n legates bominer, (good and honeſt men,) and not of 74 

* with the parties concerned? To what end mul they have, in 

many cafes the view, for their exacter information chiefly ? ig. 

"after all this, they implicitly give a verdict by the Alete and 

% authority of another man. when ſworn to do it accarding to the 

# beſt of their own knowledge ? A man cannot ſee by another 

man's eye, nor hear by another man's ear ; f no more can-a 

+4 conclude or infer the thing to be reſolved by another's vader 

* ftanding'or reaſoning; and, though the verdi& be ride, which 

©the jury give, , yet they, being not aſſured it is fo from'thelr 

own underfonding, are forfworn." EF 

Sir Matthew Hale, in his Pleas of the Crown, OY" 

That it is the conſcience of the jury that muſt Kere the 

* priſoner guilty or not guiky; for, to ſay the truth, it were the 

* moſt unhappy caſe that could be to the judge, if be, at his peril, 

* muſt take upon him the guilt or innocence of the priſoner; un- 

# happy alſo for the priſoner; for, if the judge's PET e 

#the rerdie, the trial by jury would be wſeleſs,” 7 
« Though the proper buſineſs of = jury be to inquire late che 

nuch of facts, it is certain, that, in many caſes, they judge of 

matters alſo of /aw or re/evancy. Thus, though an objectiou - 

5 gainſt a witneſs ſhould be repelle by the court, the jury are un- 


5 


f they think 5; and, in trials of art and part, where ſpecial 
# fats need not be libelled, the jury, if they return's general 
verdict, thereby make themſelves truly judges of the relevancy, 


*puilly.” (Erfk. ft. p. 747. f 101.) The fame author temarks, 


n alenaney, "the li of . 


3g 
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2 ee for ſuck uz are not bn the tom, 


$ But no-man's 4% or fortune ought to depend upon too refined 


* reaſoning; and, if diſcerning the notre! of erimes be beyond 
* the reach of, juries, which. are preſumed to conſiſt of men of 
* common underſtanding, how can our criminal law be account. 


©, 4 ed a ruſe hy which every me 


© his. conduQ ?* Aid. p. 73 f. 


en theſe moſt reſpeQable, authorities, ed ey ehen 


dn wight, if neceſſary, be produced, /it is evident, that jury. 


men, by the, laws of their country, are cxpreſyly conſtituted. 
in all criminal trials, both of the /aw and of the fad, 


WA AED hanagd a for arguments, dated from the ng 


ture and intention of trials by jury. 
1%; To;prevent the. wilapplication of Jan by indgre.cnd na 


 arates, a3. one of the great end for which trials by jury were 
originally deviſed by the wiſdam of the legiſlature. If, there- 


fore, the power of judging. of the law, as well, az of the fad, 
were anuihilated, the very intention of the legiſlature would be 
| defeated; becauſe the courts, and not the jury, would then be 


_ - the ſole judges. Intention is. the efſence of crimes, , The fats 


5 


: 


| Uibelled way be diftiaftly proved. But if, from particular. cir- 
exmſiances, the jury are convinced js that own minds, that the 
either had no. intention, to commit a, crime, or that the 
[ibs wt of. ſo heinous a nature | ns to merit the ;puniſhment 
concluded. for in the indictment, in all caſes of this kind, the jury 
| have not only, a right, but they are bound, by the ſpirit of their 
oaths, and by the laws of God and man; to fiad the pannel Not 
Guily of the crime. laid te bie charge. When a, pannet is libel- 
bea for murder, and the actual ſiaughter is proved againſt him; 
yet, if the jury, ane ſatiaied that, be kad no;defgn to rommit the 
34 it ia their duty to acguit him; becauſe, on this ſuppaſi · 
tion, the intention is wanting, and, of courſe, the crime of mur - 
der bas ne exiſtence. | Again, ſuppoſe «culprit to he indicted 
for robbery, or any other capital. offence, and that the facts are 
clearly proved; ARill as Mr. Erſkine judicioufly remarks, if the 
jury are convinced in their conſtiences, that the chief witnefles 
| axe gither pacjured, or that their evidences ſhould not have, bes 


AWA 
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„ Bikdes,"if ds powers of /jurymin were linked: M 
done, why are exculpatory evidences permitted? The fudt lis 
|  belled may be fully proved. But the pannel; in alleviation of . 


| not to be inflited. In alt ſuch caſes, the Jury uit e 
Yetermine both the law, and the As. 


the culprit, and of his ex:ulpatory evidence. The words, prov- , 
e or not proved, ſhould be forever baniſhed from the verdidt ff f 


| hear the indictment impugntd,. are of an oppoſite opinion from 


| the eſſence of the eriine'edargedy Hence, whenever the mind 
found, their verdd&, however the 


ought alone to be employed in verdictz. 


ſupport from practice, that, when a jury find a. gully, _* 
mult either be pardoned, or regtive a milder pusiibieh ban 


Joey believe in their conſcience, r 


1 = : 
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his guilt, may bring ſuch evidence as will either ater the ſpe” | 
cies of his crimg, or cotivince'the jury of his inyocence. When -* | 
n jury are judging in a caſe of this nature, they not only delibs. | 
rate concerning the two kinds of evidence, but they conſider the 


nature of the crime, and the puniſhment that ought, or ought 


wy array dr gre agen APP > 
court 'admit a reſevancy, they are bound by their oaths to/find 
the libel either proved or - not "proved. But theſe gentlemen 
ould conſider, that their bufineſs is to give u verdict of a'very 
different kind. They are to jadge both of the - critninality of ; 


© 
- 


futies. A relevuncy may be found, when the jurymen, who 


the court, A crime may be libelled, when the facts related in 
"the indictment, though completely proved, do not conſtitute 


of jurymen are convinced that a Mevancy has been improperly 
f may ſtand, ſhould be 
Not Guilty. Indeed, the expreſſions, Guilty, or Not Guilty, 
OI 


ambiguity, and never can embarraſs u court. 
lt is generally thought, and choc GIL 


but recommend him to the merty of their ſoveteigu, culprit _ 


"who 


death. The unhappy fate, however, of James 


was lately hanged in Edinburgh, though he bad, in the 
eft mannet, been recommended to merey, by the unanimous Tub. 


frage of bis jury, muſt tend to remove this prejudice, and malt 
jurymen very cautious of their conduct. When a majority of a 
6 urn OY 


3 | (w) 
ab ſociety, by the ultimate pugilkwent of ths ho, 
der would uniformly give 8 verdi& finding the pangel Net Guil- 
b. This is a high privilege; ivtruſied to you by the laws of 
Four country, and you cannot be too anxious to prevent its in 
_ friggement or violation. , Conſider, the moment you -deſert » 
'paticiel by am indecifive verdict, your powers are ot am end. Be- 
ſhaw," therefore, that mercy which you recommend, and which 
pon think the culprit deſerven, While it is in your power. Ne- 
vur truſt to future contingencies of any kind; fur, the higheſt 
orders of men may have prejudiges; 4 thouſand fatal accidanyy 
way; happen; miſreproſentations may be given z the opinion of 
tourte may not alweys coincide. with that of the jury; even ne- 
rr eee 
1e ſovereign. had heen obtained.“ “ 0 1 
1 ee this.exſan that f dich. ia e di f e . 
bo e ill my Jury wat imponnclled, and thet I ſhall yet bring 
he previous queſiion under their review; if you ſhall at preſent 
give an unſavoursble judgment, becauſe L (hall confider your 
doing ſo us prejudging my cauſe, in the molt important article, 
n d of which my Jury wlone are entitled to judge, 
Athen, Gentlemen af the Jury yau are of opinion with me, that 
. with regard to the firſt article” charged, the Dundee paper, I 
have already been judged, and at any rate retained a witneſs a- 
gainſt the perſan copdemned for it; and whick grime, in the opi- 
nion of all the warld, in now allo. ſufliciently ataned for, by the 
puviſhmenit already inflied, If you ave of opinion, as you mult 
be, that I cannot be criminatad, merely for being a member of 
' the' Briſh Convention, valeſs that Con vention wan found guilty, 
Wich cannot be found in this preſent trial, becauſe I am nat be- 
fete the Court as reſponſible for the charges brought againſt' ſt. 
 _ Audlaſily, my Lords; As the. charges reſpeRing the contra 
wein the authority of the Magiflratey of this city, is a matter 
; enticely betwim them and me ; and as they have not joined the 
Public: Proſecutor in this Indictment, and indeed could not have 
dane ſu, the tage} having been already fully compramiſed be- 
a * awixey un yu chino avoid aſſailzing me from the preſent 
! ghargs.. There not being a fingle thing more in the Indictment 
nn we 3 you are wy ſale and Independent Judges, my Coun- 


8 ) | 
© eine No Court can reftift or contropl/ you... The Lords of 


themſelves are bound to declare but to be law Ms 
you finally determind xs your verdiſqt. 
If, bowe er on the other hand, ew a 
Iadictment ab laid is relevant, \1 am ready to enter upon u diſ- 
cuſſion of every charge againſt me. Let us juſt nom proceed ta 
maks up before you the defect, the conſtitutional defect of th 
ladichment. Les the Proſecutor ſtate in Court, bis meaning 'of 
the word Sedition, his idea of that crime, as laid to tay charges 


what Statutes it is « breach of, and the jdes of ctimitiulity-wbich | TO 


s Legiſlature has affixed to this crime, by the puniſhtnent ans: 
xed te it j or as the charge at the inſlanee of the Proſecutor 
ſlates it, the pgins contditied in the At of Parliament. I am fat 
from wiſhing to eſcape trial, I rejoice to think; I will now hase 
an opportunity to remove the public prejudices entertained. 8. 
na 
what my hentt tells me I am, its difintereſied well - wiſer. 
Permit me then, Gentlemen of the Jury, “ 10 lay 3 
my own private opinion gf the crime of Sedition, the opinion, 
| which was ex preſſed from the Bench, aod'to intteat you to fix. 
ſome preciſe idea of the ſame as the ſtandard by which to meas, 
| ſare the degree of criminality, in the gong, with the circum 
ſtances attending them, which are charged in the IndiQment.. ., 
All crimes againſt the tute may. be divided into three clalfes; 
Treaſon, Sedition, and Petty Miſdemedmvur, But in order to 
fix guilt on the aQts comprebended under theſe ſeveral heads, 
two things muſt enter intq the deſeriptipn of them. / Ad 
comprehended in the term of taiſdemeanour muſt in their conſe. 
quences, or immediate aſſecis tend to ſtir up ſedition, Thoſe again, 
under the deſcription of ſedition, muſt in like manner rum into 
treaſon, 24; Theſe overtacts muſt ſeverally appear to be perſorm- 
ed, with the evil intention to promote higher crimes againſt the 
ſtate. For exemple, « perſon may be bound in duty to ſajrand: 
do things directly contrary to the preſent government of hid 
country, and which, in their imaediote confeynantet end natunhe; 


1 8 64) 
| _ ,, the governed from-thelr/governors. But here it will be admitted, 
| by a Chriſtian court at any rate, that one muſt obey God, rather 
- than man. And conſequently it muſt neceſſarily follow that, as 
8 perſon, ſo fituated, could not be indicted for any criminal in- 
 tentioh, whatever tendency the things which he did conſcienci- 
- » oully,/might hare to allievate the affeQions of the people from 
their rulers, ub crime could, in juſtice, be fixed on him. Would 
the Praſecuot ſay, that the following anecdotes of duty and pa- 
© triotilm; which have been preſerved us examples of that liberty 
. whetewith Chriſt hath tnade bis ſervants free were ſedition ? I 
- ſhall trad u few of them; inſtance the Prophet Iſaiab, chap, ix. 
ver. 13. For the people turneth not unto him that ſmiteth 
them, neither do they ſeek the Lord. of boſts:—14. Therefore 
the Lord will cut off from Iſrael head and tail, branch and ruſh, 
in one day. 15. The ancient and honourable, he ir the head; 
and the prophet that tencheth lyes, he if the tail. 26, For the 
' leaders of this people cauſe them to err ; and they that are led of = 
of them are deſtroyed. Chap. iii. ver. 12. * for my ped- 
ple, children are their oppreſſors, and women rule over them. O 
- my people, they which lead thee cauſe hee to err, and deſtroy 
the way of thy paths. 13. The Lord ſtandeth up to plead, and 
ſuncheth to judge the people. 14. The Lord will enter into 
judgment with the ancients of his people, and the pritices there: 
of; for ye have enten up the vineyard; the ſpoil of the poor, ir 
in your honſes. 15. What mean ye hot ye beat my people to 
pieces, and grind the faces of the poor? ſaith the Lord God of 
_ hoſts”! Chap. i. 21. How is the faithful city become an har-' 
lot! it was full of judgment; righteouſneſs lodged in it; but 
nom murderers. 22. Thy filver is become droſa, thy wine mix- 
cel with'water. 23. Thy princes are rebellious, and compmi- 
ons of thieves: every one loveth gifts, and ſolloweth after re- 
wards: they judge not the fatherleſs, neither doth the cauſe of 
the widow come unto them. 24; Thereſore ſaith the Lord, the 
Lord of hoſts, the mighty One of Iſrael, Ah, I will eaſe me of 
mine adverſaries,” and »venge we of mine enemies: 23, Abd I 
will turn wy hand upon thec, and purely purge away thy droſs, 
' - and take away all thy tin: 26. And I will reſtore thy judges 
as at the firſt, N at the betzinaing: alter. 
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„ „ 
e ee „ . 
fal city. be re e hy | 
coprerts with righteouſneſs,” ths Ras tio | 
\ Exehiel, Chap. axxiv. ver; 9. „ Therefore, 05% heh x 
hear the word of the Lord; 10. Thus faith the Lord God, 
Behold I am againſt the ſhepherds ; and 1 will require my flock 
at their hand, and cauſe them to ceaſe from feedidg the lock; 
neither ſhall the ſhepherds feed themſelves any mote; for I will! 
deliver my flock from their mquth, that they may not be heat - 
for them. 20. ' Behold I, even I, will judge between the fat | 
cattle and between the lean cattle. 21, Becauſe ye have thruſt : j 
yith fide and with ſhoulder, and puſhed all the diſeaſed with | "of 
your horns, till ye have ſcattered'them'abroadz 232. Therefore | 
will 1 fave my flock; and they ſhall no more be à prey; and 1 
will judge between cattle and cattle. 23. And I will ſet up 
ove ſhepherd over them, and he ſhall een eee 
vant David.” 35 1 
' Wonld the Lord Advocate take upon kiavtocharathatiy ehels 1; 4m 
paſſages, as ſedition ? Would he impeach the Servants' of the | 


Moſt High with this crime. This would be to impeach our N 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, who not only commanded his ſervants 


to teſtify ſuch things againſt the evil culers of the day, but co- 
ond whe Sep ingitons by ͤ pete re PO 5 
read in John. Je 

Joba ch, x. ver. 4. Tes lad Jeſus unte them again, Verlly,: 
verily, I ſay unto you, I am the door of the ſheep. 8. All chat 
ever came before me are thieves and robbers; but the ſheep did 
not hear them. 11. I am the good ſhepherd: the good ſhepherd ' 
giveth his life for the ſheep. 12. But he that is an hireling, 
and not the ſhepherd, whoſe own the ſheep are not, ſeeth the 
wolf coming, and leaveth de nec and feethz/ and the wolf | 
catcheth them, and ſcattereth the ſheep,” | 10 
The true dfniton of dition then muſt be, that vheh our 
omn Scots ſtatutes give under the head, of leaſing - making a- 
pünſt the government of the country, with à bad intention, 
opeaking the truth can never be ſedition; for truth, you know, is 
no libel. If his Lordſhip means and indiQs, in the word ſedi- 
yon, a higher crime than that in our ſtatutes under the head 7 


r 


1 


8 enndidly what ha 
tends by it ; ang the court ought to fix him dowh to ſuch pre- 
ciſe definition; and they muft alſo deelare the preciſe ſlatute, or 
ſtatutes, of which his crime; ſo defined is a breach; fot without 


ſtating the preciſe Nandard, by which the jury are to try my 


conduct, bow can they judge whether I have tranſpreſſed? and 


how far? > 0237 eee eee 
656 m ue, dn l have tak 


Ino no law, either of 


Sede, in the utter of reforo; - What is the low which hi 
ldkdip thinks I have tranſgrefſed ? let him now declare it, f 


have; and I will yet paſy over the informality of ite not being 
ſtated in the indiQraent z though, ay I am no lawyer, it would be 
taking me rather upon too ſhott warning. But if his lordſhip 


| has no law by which to try my conduct, except his own opi⸗ 


nions, and has raiſed this proceſs againſt me, truſting that 2 
in his ſeotiments will have the ſame opinion of my conduct, that 


h kno Sed, 5 will proteſt folemaly,' that 1 / catibor be 


tried but by the laws of my county; and as no law por ſtatute 
is Rated in the indictment as tranſgrefſed by me, 1 proteſt that 
my jury may not proceed to find a law in their own breaſt by 
which to try my conduct; becauſe I hold it « privilege, of 
which a free man can never be deprived, that he may do any, 
and every thing not proſcribed by the laws of his country. 1 


cantiot know the private ſentiments of my judges, by which | | 


would; in that caſe, be obliged to regulate my conduct, if bis 
opinion was my law. Aud what is flavery but this? 


Lori Juftice Clert. Fo eb Way Sw oo; be 


ſays, be wos called as a witneſs —was he examined ?. 


- Lord Advocate. Palmer was brought to wah of Rech 88 


 Skirving was included in the liſt of witneſſes 3 but it was ex- 
. preſsly directed, that be ſhould not be called as a witneſs, un · 


ben derade e de- be r E b e of Pal - 
mer. 

* Lord bete curl. Tbet fatiofies the j-— always adheſives, 
that examining a man as a witneſs, was an abſolute preventative 
againſt his being called upon afterwards, by a criminal proſecu- 


| tion; but be was not examined, and therefore that ſatiafies we. 
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u Sens This Pongel as de Br io hinged vi ddt 

tis. nod be bo deolined- to take the benefit which the laws af 

kis country afford to every criminal; he did cot think proper 
jo opply for counſel; if he had, he would have received that 
indulgence ; be is now brought before a Jury: of his country, 
and he will be allowed to bring any evidence he thinks fit, to 
illeyiste the charges againſt him. My Lord, I eonnot think 
there is the leaſt ground to doubt of the relevancy of the In- 
diftment, The Gentleman ſays, it does not mention any parti- 
calas act upon which it is founded—it is very true it does pot, 
but he certainly does know, or may know, that the law of 
Scotland is founded on many groynds, beſides that of As of 
Parliament ; there are. many things in it which are eſtabliſhed 
by uſage,—by the laws of Gad,—-by the dictates of the conſci- | 
ences of men; and, I believe, if there is a crime. apparent to 
the ſenſe of eyery-man, this crime, under the name of Sedivagn, 
is as well underſtood by every one in this afſembly, as by any 
one of your Lordſhips, ' I don't know what ſort of government 


this Gentleman would wiſh to eftabliſly in bis new generation , 


government z but, I believe, never an government exiſted, 
which did not tbink it neceflary to puniſh Sedition among the 
people, which might perhaps go the length of avertuming the 
government, which it does not always do zit may have the 
tendency of an attack upon government itſelf, according to the 
nature of the particular charges; but to ſay, that an Indictment 
charging Bedition, is nat relevant without an AR of Parliament, 
% contrary, to uſage, and contrary to law. ON 

The firſt charge is, that of acceſſion to the publication of 
of Palmer's Hand Bill, As 10 that, 3 Jury of the country did 


find, that it was a Seditious Libel. Had this Gentleman been 5 


admitted a witneſs there, I. certainly would not have allowed 
dim to be libelted a the Bar for that agree; but be as vo 
examined, though he was cited as a witneſs, 3 
The Gentleman ſays, it is necefſary that the Britiſh 8 5 
tian ſhopld be firſt tried, and convicted, before he can be char- 
ged. as an individual, with the act charged to have been done 

in that Convention. I don't underfiand that the Convention js 

+ body corporate, but » Coureation of individaals ; we tha 


* 


[Ts 


Indies was Convention met for bad purpdſes or tot; 
und whether this Gentleman was one of them. Suppoſe a meet. 
ing of perſons" afſembled under any name, ard they ſhould re. 
ſolve among themſol ves, that they would ſet fire to the city of 


- Kdinburgh; if the public Proſecutor lays hold of one of the 


1 


perſous that are preſent at that reſolution, would it be confi 


bt to common ſenſe, that he would have a right to ſay, I an 


not the repreſentative” of that meeting ? you muſt bring then 
and try them, before I can be tried. 'My Lords, it is not ne. 


TIN Ends po Gain The have ceturoency To when 
done in that aſſembly, that is ſufficient. ' © © 


* Theſe” people have choſen to follow the -exaraple of the | 


French Convention the reſolutions that were come to, in their 
Society, by order of the ſame Convention, of which this Gen. 
tleman acted as Secrets ry ;—thoſe motions, thoſe ireſolutions, 
-and thoſe ſpeeches were publiſhed in 'z newſpaper, by order of 


_ the Convention,” with the concurrence of the Pannel, That is 


circumſtance that will merit the conſideration of the Jury, and 
the Court. In caſes of forgery, which is one of thoſe crimes, 
that we puniſh every day with capital puniſhments, i is one of 


- thoſe'thirigs, which is of itſelf, in its nature a crime ; if an bun- 


Ured, or a thouſand perſons meet together, they may be able to 
make the forgery better, but if they uſe what” they forge, if 
they publiſh'it, and carry it into the world, then it becomes z 
capital'crime at once, though it was innocent, while it remained 
in their chambers. Thoſe Gentlemen meet, and reſolve to do 
this and that, and the other thing, but they did hot reſt ſatisf- 
ed with that, but they chuſe a Gazette of their own, by which 
means they gain an influence upon the minds of the progle 1 
_ "they order it do be publiſhed. 

My Lords, taking all the circumſtances together, it is, in the 
fiſt place, for the Jury do decide, whether the acts are proved; 
or how far they are proved. And, ſerondjy, whether it pro- 
ceeded /rom a Segitious intention, or an innocent intention —l 

ra Em can bring evidence to 
indicate himſelf. I am very ſorry to ſee this Gentleman at 
that Bar, after the example of that trial at Perth, and another, 
which are the only two that have come within my knowledge 
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. Sn 
with crimes 3 but it is my duty, and my country calls upon 
we 16 fr here.in judgment, upon fuch offences. 1 ſhould be very 
if this Patinel can prove himſelf to be innocent; but, 
be be guilty, whether it is cccafſioned” by a diſorder of mind, 
(for there are public inſanities as well a8 private one,) — 4 
whatever it may, I pity the ſubjects of it; but, as a Judge, 1 
" muſt conform t the da every thing will come before the Fury) 
OE TE er pag 
4. ASTD. » 
Lord Swinton, If there is any wicked and malicious attempt, 
by violence, to overtutu or diſturb the preſent peace of the coun- 


ty, or hurt the preſent government, abat 1 underſtand to be 


ſedition ; as to the neceſſity of founding it npon any Act of Par- 
liament, it is not neceſſary, though it is nebeſſary for Acts of 
Parliament to try crimes at common law. As to whether the 
facts in the minor ,propoſition come up to the offence ſtated in 
the major, A e v ape e ene 
go beyond the crime of S8Sedition. £ 2 
My Lords, this Hand Bill calls upon the Landholder, 4 
couleſee with the Friends of the People, leſt bis property be 
"ſoon left untenanted : the merchant, leſt the commerce of the 
country be annihilated ; the manufacturer whoſe laudable induf- 
try has been arrefted in its progreſs: the unemployed/ citizen= 
the great mals of labouring and now Rarving poor, and, finally, | 
all the rabble are called upon by the remembrance of their pa- 
triotic Anceſtors, who ſhe d their blood in the cauſe of free- 
dom.“ Calling upon the rabble l How are the rabble\to-do-it? 
Can they do it in any manner but by outrage and violence? bs 


there any other inſtrument in _ AC 96 but chat of outrage. | 


and violence? ; 4342. 44 ' 3:6 e iN. £6 47 
My Lords, I leeds 88 eee ee 
4 Had certain Gentlemen countenanced this Aſſociation laſt year, 


_ * Inſtead of pledging their lives and fortunes to prompt 2 cor- 
K rupt and' ambitious Miniſtry, to engage in a war which could 
only bring guilt and ruin on the Nation, we might have been 


till enjoying uncommon proſperity, and a happy under ſtanding 


eee e er 


: 


(9) 


15 gr ente that ven impnliis tap, and lmpuaditedy ji 
their influence to the only meaſure which can prevent further 
ti calamity, if not anarchy and ruin, their pledge may be for- 
4 feited, —My Lords, what vas their pledge ? their pledge way 
their lives and fartuges. If that js forfeited, that is to ſay. er 
| have forfeited their lives and fortunes, and the Friends of the 
; People will be innocent: — innocent! of what ? innocent of taking 
their lives and fortunes from them; that is the clear language of 
this paper, and ſad language it is, If that does not breathe ſe. 
* dition, a dg en F FROM ne libel 


jo oflerant 


eee The lade Rated 3 in + the” winor propoſition 
nee amount in a moſt aggravated degree to 
the crime of Sedition z and there can be no doubt, but this libel 
is relevant; and therefore, it myſt as * 
eee 10-490 way thing farther, - ; 60 

Le Albererambie. It js the province of the Jury, by Il 
* alone, to judge whether the facts charged i in the libel be 
true, or not. The fingle point nom before us is, whether thoſe 
f adde, do ſuſpcientiy imply the charge? My Lord, upon this 
Whey Point, I ſhould. be ſorry indeed to have the leaft heſitation, I 
. chert is not now: preſent one man paſſeſſed of common 
underſtanding. who does ngt congur in the opinions which» have 
been delivered by your Lorddhips", that, theſe charges do amount 
% Sedition, and A F en M eee e 
mature. 
My bod abe the ee ebe ce Lay of Scotland with 
regurd to treaſon I think that the facts charged in this Indict- 


ment, might have been laid as treaſon. Nay my Lord, if a fact, 


which the Solicitor General bated, ſhould come out in evidence, 
that the Britiſh Convention, as it is called determined and re- 
ſolved, that in the caſe of u French invaſion, M Convention of 
emergencies was to be called of courſe to aſſiſt that invaſion; 
I chink, if chat be a fa&; the Public. Proſecutor, might have 
laid his-charge 8s High Tresſon; but that is not the charge be- 
fore us g it is a charge of Sedition "ah and 1 am . i 
ann relevant. 10 

+ Lord Juſtice Clerk. My . au what ine heard, it is 

impoſible to doubt that the fact AY in the major propoſi 


10 = 4 5 


tabu en ee aids 
convictions following upon them, it would be unneceffary for 
me, to uſe words to ſatisfy your Lordihips, that Sedition is'a 


the minor propoſition come up to the major propoſition, I think 
this crime might have been laid a4 High Treaſon; I am very 


u is Sedition, both in Scotland and in Englan 
* (De interlocutor of relevancy read.) 


cy, that they are equally Judges. of the Law, as of the fact. 


Mr. Skirving roſe again, to object. 
Lord Juſtice Clerk. I will hear you when the firſt bye are no- 
| kjnated, if you have any thing to object. 


Wa nature, und not perſonal, 1 wiſh to ſtate * before 
any of the Jury are named. 


"Lord Jafice cini Have ou at objection to theſe ire-Gen- 


Yemen. 


ers of the Goldſmiths? Hall Aſſociation. And in the ſecontl 
place, 1 yould object to all thoſe, who hold places under go- 


+ me; and therefore, I apprebend, they cannot with freedom of 
mind, judge in a caſe, where they are materially parties. | 
Lord Eſtgrove; This Gentlemen's objeQtion is, that bir Jury, 
ought 70 co of the Convennion of the Friends of the People; that 
every perſon wiſhing to fupport government is incapable of paſ- 
- fing upon his aflfize. And' by making this objection, the Pannel 
; h aroving, that it ws their nnn 
ment. 
Lor Juſtice Clert, Does any of your Lordhips think other- 
wiſe, I dare ſay not. 


H 2 


Mr. Stirving.. I hold that the Jury are Judges of the 1 


YN fron Clerk, proceeded to nominate the irt five of the 


Ir. Shirving., 1 object in general to all thoſe, who ere es- 


| Mr. Skirving. The ground of wy objeAtion to theſe Gentles 


crime by the Law of Scotland; and; as to whether the fats in 


clear it might, before the Union. 1 will not ſay by the Law of | 
England, it would have been tried, 48 won} ack I am ſure it Sos 


Lord Juftite Clerk, was beginning to name the Jury, when 5 


Mr. Stirvmng. Te e wick 3 aki 4o mal lm af | 


yernment z becauſe it is a proſecution by government againſt = 


| : 


—_ 


ALE 42 0 7 ; {ALEXANDER Mo 2 


Mk ' 25 0 4 iy 18 * 

„3 es\ nh Bn ON 

| n 
tj [name ont of their Society. - 

77 D 

dere Muir ; and was over-ruled. , A 


5 Fr Os * 8  Nonte # the ve « =" Fay 


4 11 Lauder Dick, of Fountainhall, B. 1 
Sir Hew Dalrymple, of North * Bart. 1 
William Niſbet, of Dirleton, Eſq. AN | 
Alexander Mackenzie, of Seaton.” "8 Ag jd 


40 


. | 4 'David Anderſqn, of St. Germaine, © . 
. * Caddell, of Cockenaie. RN n 


1 Jawes Craig, of Setonhill, * e 
FER. 5 is Buchan Sydſerf, of . 1 | 
John Milne, Iron Mougee ee, 3 LOT 

. 1 William Lamb, Upbolſterer there; | 
Walter Brunson, Saddler tber. 6 
+ * © Atidrew Boogy Cuttler there.” 3 
* | Thomas Armſtrong, Copperſmith d N 


2 9 


« 
4 jy l w- 
„* : 


* 4 
;4 A o 1 
. -- - 4 . : , 


Dua vid Milne, Merchant there: ne ; 4} | 
55 rs Edward Innes; Confofiinner there, . 


1 FA a * 5 | M's 4 | 
3 F - Ge 


51 0 A1 Wt — 1 » * WE 
e ee FOR” THe ROW | * 


2 5 „ by IM. Barn, ©, 3. 

85 5 N. temember-in the courſe of laſt ſummer, M 

any paper, or addreſs from the town of Dunder ? . 
A. Yes, it was addreſſed to Friends and, Fellow Citizens, 
from the Dundee Berean Meeting r 
Oles with n dee » Mr, cg. DH =o bh, get it 
. 4 

-$, Who did you We to = 55 bes: 5 1 
A. My brother, John Morren, n 
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* 1 1 of 74 
* "them a ſervant girl, hst alked for them in his name. _ 
; Ho many were there in that parcel? , © _ ” RY | 
d, - A 14a or oh, by Len thr merino gm . . 
2 bundteds. 8 
E. r in lf fans ea Hi 
| | es. A * 
1 .. Burnett, Hed vou any con tion us. ee | wy 
vi uſter you ſent this parcel ? * N _— 
4] 4 1 hoard mi be bed reggived it, hue 1 did not K him. — 
I's 2 Did you ſee hing after you received Mr. Palmer% letter? = 
ia 'F 4 Yes, I called upon bim, and did hot ſee him him; and be * 
; ben called upon me, ind! thewed kin 4 copy of the addreſs, he "0 
| he would ſee, if ſome friends of hig would apptove of lt. Y 
be Pech Mt me know' how many I wai to keep} and a man 1 


1 called after wards and told me 1 was to keep & hundred capies 4 N 

Mo + for the ſociety, I was to have ſent them ; but the girl © 8 3 
Ker them, and 18 gave her two. half hyndreds, * "Yak 

” Lord Juftice Clerk. Was the paret ds he... 

M4 No, it was not directed. 35 
I — 
WN Does it conſiſt with your knowledge, STI day WE 
N gt of that paper, before y oned Wee $,you deſired 1 
ew hy the author of it, to take wy ad . e in any reſpect * | 

. No, 1 was * Iwas une M e not 
Bus bo call upon me; and therefore | ell no im, | yas Wronted, = 
14 that ke did nhe approve of than | n 1 
wont much myſelf.” 1 
Wk Ho do you know tat that girl, and that man mere fon 4 
8, | by we} +4 Nr . WY. 9 
8 dente, heycich wh Gem, „ 
i "JAMES KIDD,: + "0 _—_ 
my” £ * examined by Mr. Burat. 


, 2 Are you acquainted with Mr, Skirving? A. Yes, 1 | 

# Did you receive any mn ON OR | 

1 dummer? A Yes. Te" W- 2 
errang ee we unn 3 


. 


* 
. 
l » . " 
— 
9 % % + 7 - 
* * 


ry gy 
Fes” — or tm 
|, Ge firſt twwopuragraphs, 418 of | 
a * E For what? OY 
T's VP Ba ti app mere) ll 
01 like it, 
Ng e wat te dt ed 
I don't recolle& one word of M. 


e. 
rea recolled aothi early dont it & No. 


ture of it? | 

1 As well u ty memory "IP me wow, * was "OO 
about, the Friends of the People, expreſſed in fch language: that. 
I did not like it. | 


5 panel, have von had any converſation with him; with any of 
bis friends, or with any of the other witneſſes wich Nn to 
- what you would ſay upon the ſubject? 


/ 


* laſtryſted me what to ſay upon this ſubject. 
e you again, have you had any converſation with any 


ee other witneſs, with regard 16 the ſubſe of u ni 
- A, No. 


* a ofthe witneſſes upon this trial? ? 1 
Upon my word I never ... 


| V, Do you kaon f max ofthe name of Robb, 1e 


on the South Bridge? 
| A. I know the man by fight. 1 was in Ns houſe, about 


eighteen months ago. 
L, Was you ther ra waar, A. No 1 was not, 


Croſs examined by Mr. Shirving. = 
2 Dia Ine you is paper, or _ you come and get it 
from me | 
A. Ba a inks a Ann 
0 Kian 3 1 aſked mal as, ud, be aid! I might 
take it home and read it. 
L. You ſaid you, deſtroyed it -becauſe you did not like the 


%, 


: SolleitersGeneral. Do putt ta tes of 


Eftgrove. You yn . erm vun the ma. | 


Led Aloocare; Since this indiQment, wad ſerved pon a 


A. 1 have had no converſation with kim, nor no perlen hay 


Mb pos beer calle pes, within this weak to ten 


p ' # 
w—_ ns” nom nk ou Zones 


. 


* 
' 


(6) 


{hall road as far as that, and 'then ak you  guaition; (d 
them.) [want to bring $9 js tecollefian, that this was, vob , 
the paper, wy rey unn | eve read, that you 
- think objectionable?ꝰ . 

4 All Lean oy iy tits rt Trend, 1 ht at ike U. 
language of Hi. 

2, Wa you » member of ono te cu of the . 
of the People? A. Yes I was once. 

e of the pannel to the court , „ 

Le Pore ys! 
JOSEPH. MACK, ee 


ä r Bains | 

The witneſs proved the declarations of the panel, 

© Wibyou employed in the execution of a warrant ha 
e ot ck go 1 Adebayor + 
ag mage Ae 

A. Yes, I a&companied Frazer and Doge! to ar 
early in the morning, and found bim in bed ;, it was. a warrant 
bor ſeizing the panel, and ſuch papers, as we ſhould find z we" 


/* : 


* 


put the papers in two, bags, ſealed them and «re them wm" ; 


Bhenif clerk's office. 
Were they ſealed up in the eker of Mi: wk 
A. Yes, and they vere Fe ** bim, in the dat 


cle office. . 


Y Vu you preſent when the is _ opened? . 

. 1 think fo, but I am not ſure of this. oe 

9. Was Skirving preſent when the bag 1 was . 

A. Ves, I am ſure of that. The papers that were ie 
material were put into an inventory, and thoſe that were not, 
. were returned to Skirving; the inventory and declaration, is con- 
tained, in one, Mr. Wu wrote part of it, and 1 wrote part 
of it. 
75 Look at hat? en 

A. This is the "ow Py in my hand-wiitlag, 4 
yhis i is the declaration that was made at the ſame time. W. 

Y; Did you . thoſe diferent documents i in any LOAN 


„ nich 90 9 12 


7 


lhaguage, 6d ed you ouly.rexd the toe ft Ct Wo * . 


* 


| £2166 
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Us 1% 


, 7 5 F 
” , bs , pF +, 1 
1 % — * 1 4 
2 ba | 4 . 
, * 8 9 * *J * Go” p « 
W 1 pA ad Fa * 1 b 
* — 1 , 
* P l 
$445 4 1 1 . hy 
; . * 


| 1 I "x 

3 — Shinit, l. Diagn put dsr ht. 
ce dem; and upon thoſe | . 
1 r ; | 
2 +BY The wings tes cam te pp wh he rod, and , 
ee | 8 * 
Een 
. 6. 9 7 Fare Is A 65 4 . 5 i N Ups 

* tee 4 

Fes, ypu was not laid \ 


185 


r 
d 
ti 


Al believe. you was, 5 4 Hog 8 . 1 
* &5:You-ſaid, you was preſent at-the PRION Yeu bags + 


15 0 A. I ednet {peak wann ie W oy, 
1 0 22 wy 
3 a, 57 Nn DINGWALL. WENN 
8 — EE | 
A be you remember a 228 peing! iſſued i in December 15 
TH N the pannel} \ $ 
3 0 54 nenn | 
. ov laſt was upon the fourth of December, and was executed on m 


ite morning of the fifth, J + was preſent atthe execution of it, the 
,  , papers we fqund we ſealed dp ip the preſence of Mr. Skirving, 
du put my ſeal upon one part of the bags, and Mr, Skirving 
I: - D the bags after they vere bropght to 


* | the office; and they were entered into an inventor x. 
by. NL, Was you preſent when the bags were » opened ? | r 
* . Ves, and Mr. Skirving too. 
3 * J%% uf Woe 
bo A. Yes. | 
1 e Was you preſet u th ace u which thay laren. 
. ** 


A. Yes, 1 wrote the firſt part of i6—t iron 6% 
itari and he was eee 


ese. n „ =» © & 


C93 
| &, Wer th fr ae inthe inventory woken 


Cs tn PEAR e "2hd N 


eee eee 
Croſs examined by Mr. Sherung, Fr: 

. B bes esel ade 1 eee ee 
tion of the 5th of December, that I ſaid I had made no denle- 
ration, and would fign no paper, and when the ſheriff ſubſtitute. 
did put his name to it, I defired thoſe who were preſent, to no- 
FCC 

A I do not recolle& it. 

Lori Juftice Clerk. You dd not take nay thing down hat 


what he ſaid? AI. No. * a 18637 


eu WILLIAM cor 
Seer, examined ly Mr. Burnet 9 
VL Was you preſent when eſe dechration were emitted by 


the pannel? N 
A. Yes, they were free and voluntary, he wa ſider. and in 


his ſenſes. ; 7\V- Fay 


. when the hiigh-majs aqaadh3+ 13 
4 arenen eee pony) nv." ang 
en and authenticated by the perſons proſent. 

[ The witneſs examiner them with the in%,, f! — 0 


Toru Advocate. Had you occaſion to attend the-herlf 4 


| magiſtrates upon the 5th and 6th of December laſt ? 817 


A. Yes, on the evening of Friday the Gch, we having heard | 


that the Britiſh convention had a meeting ſome where on this 
ſide of the town,—I went with the ſheriff and magiſt rates, and 
found them aſſembled in Lady Lawſou's garden, about 7 or g 


whom 1 knew; the chair was then empty, whoever had been 


in it before, and there was-a call-to the chair. Me. Margerett 


took the chair. The magiſtrates called them to be diſperſed—— 


tional purpoſes, and they would not diſperſe till they wete-com- 


pelled by force; and defired us to hear Mr. Gerald's ſpeech, 
who had been ſpeaking before we came in, and the magiſtratas 


told them that nothing of the kind would take place. There 
was then à general call for Mr. Margarott to take the chaig,' 
{HS I | 


Margarott and others ſaid they were met for legal and conſtitu- 


g 


o'cleck; i went-in; 2nd I eblerved the ase end farand es 


U 
x aud Mr, Gerald to go on. Mr Margarott ſaid, he would tor 
„leave the chair till he was compelled, ' Mr. Davidſon took him 
dy the hand,” and he then left the chair; upon this there was a 
call for Gerald to take the chair, which be accordingly did, 
when Mr. Date required he would leave it, and inte up. 

on their di | 
- ©, Did you ben: what they were met for ? let wer 
A. Yes, that they were met upon ſome en riluride 6s 
— petleioning the king upon ſowe ſubjedt.” Gerald likeiviſe refu- 
- -, fed to leave the chair, till he was compelled; Mr. Davidſon 
ſaid, he ſuppoſed the ſame compulſion would ſerve him, as had 
+ done Mr. Margarot—he took him by the hand, and he left the 
5 chair. Then, Mr. Skirving called upon ſome one to take a pro- 


$55 teſt againſt the ſheriff he called for a'notary—but no notary 
. appeared : ſomebody put them in mind that they were perma- 
vent; and ſaid, they would keep this in view though they were 
 difimifſed now—they would remember, n eb 
nent convention, or words to that effect. 28 
2 Do you know the houfe ? #415; , 
Les, it wav at Mr. e 
longing to l The pannel had been apprehended the day be- 
* 'fore-—was examined by the ſheriff, and had been admitted to 


Nr — ramen 


b tion. 
ks |, Did at ou van x arm 8 
by me, un d petition given in by you, upon 31 July, rela- 
| ive > 'w: yhper podlifiied from! endes? A. Ves. 
| „ eee e, ee eee we pri 
priſon ? Th $447 ; 
EL” nenn tag 
Ws 1 not diſmiſſed fimpliciter on examination, und wa 
© not/commiitted to priſon till 8 or 10 days after, when I attend - 
ed again upon a citation of your own ? } - x 
A. No, he was taken, but it did not appear that he he 
author of it, he was let to paſs, but upon finding that there was 
correſpondence carried on between him and Palmer, he was 
.aguin taken up and examined; and à letter of Palmer's being 


a 


1 


” wa v4 "ew T0 


n een 


WW 


found in his pocket, F 
cation of that paper, R 
Morren. ? , 
dk phe ein this. b J x 45 3; 3:80 x \ 
4 In the Declaration emitted 31ſt july. BY 
RR T bog that wy declaration at that time may b 
e entre, 
et et emed See! e , 4 00 8 | 
Mr. at You ſee I took a knowledge of the letter at 
the very firſt, -I acknowledged every ching that was laid againſt 
me, and more—was 1 not diſmiſſed fimpliciter at at time ? 
and was again taken up upon a new petition, ho" mew 
matter was brought againſt me. | : 
Witneſs. imp re plu ads v; 


marrant was Hed to ſearch his houle, and the letter was found, 


Did I not give up all the Dundee papers and tell you 1 
could not find the letter, but when 1 did, I would give it up? 

A. Yes; R - 
ſefſion afterwards.” 

. les at that time difamilſed Ewplichter, that by/with. 


: et bebe Sree jo ae e | 4 


A. You was only alloyed to go and fearch for that letter: ; 
2 The witneſs will recolle& that be is upon bis oath, 2 


de, if there were any fuck eondiions | tC but hae 


inne you ment amy 16nd that ltr; 
HARRY DAVIDSON, Esq; fworn. 
ee as eee een ee 


Croft examined by Mr. Stirving. | n 
e Were you informed, hat we were mes tht night pe. 
larly about a petition to Parliament ? 

A. Yes, I thipk it yas Margarott who aid, that they were 
then diſcuſſing a petition, | 

L Was Tat verde by wen ld by you won 
e AY. 4 1 0 
5 e 


1 


060 


4 nen e mans. IT: FR 
"SY Granted upon the prion of th Tic, ou. 


be incarcerated ? 
4 I think it is more than probable tht i was fo but Ld 
not recolleQ. 5 
Was I not Ale open 55 dechenion I then made, 
without fnding bai ? A. Yes. 
Only eight days after, ere before you gun 
upon the ſame ſubject? A. Yes. WIE - 4.01 ob 
1, And you granted 3 marmat to ſearch my bog: . tt 
. | e did graat s warrant to bur your hol and 
you, 1 60 £2 &i amt bow 
"© And of courſe, this was on a Huben fen th Th 
1. 30 I believe it 1s. Cnet 
n THOMAS ELDER,, Tan Provorr, 
Sworn, examined by the Lord Advocate. 
* Hud you ever pay: occaſion in the courſe of your kuh, 
| "diſperſe avy perſons in the month of December? 
A. I had. I went with ſome of the magiirates at | 
officers, ton Maſon Lodge in Blackfriars wynd, an, Thurſday 
the 5th of December,—we went up to, what I under od to. be 
he chair, and aſked © if that was the meeting of che Delegates 
ol the Friends of the People ?” Mr. Skirving anſwered, I think, 
and ſaid Yes, they mere j“ and ſo did Mr, Paterſon who was 
in the cheir. Mr. Paterſon ſoon, after. walked out, and the 
meeting called from all quarters for Mr. Browne 10 take the 
chair; who took it accordingly ; and being defired to leave it, 
 Hid, he had been placed there by the authority of the *Conven- 
Vio, nod could not leave it till he was compelted by force. 1 
went accordingly to the chair, to hand Mr. Waka Ne out: there 
aft yere three conſlables in the room at the time. 
2 Did you ſee the pannel there that nig: 
i A. Yes, he faid, They were a legal and a conftitutional meet- 
7 ing 3 and that they were upon bulineſs that was for the good of 
the country, drawing up an addreſs to the king, or parliandent, 
or ſomething of that kind; they diſmiſſed peaceably ſoon after j 
and I took the key away with me,—I beard one of the mem- 


bers in a corner of the room ſay, that they would adjourn 36, , 


. VL . 


| is) 


Wann ne W 
ſome officer to ſee if they did fo, and were informed, that it 
was 2 meeting of a fociety for ſome charitable: purpoſe, and not 
of. theſe. people, who call themſelves: The. Friends of : the 
People.” I was informed, that the Friends. of the People. waits 
ed till that apaing was GIN e e be ge 
of the place. y 
| "Tied you informuiny app mentng hifomees toldhihs 
A. Yes, we bad people placed through the towu to prevent 
their meeting again: and v heard that there was to be a mect- 
ing the next evening; but it being out of my jutiſdictionm it la) 
more with the ſheriff; and I went with the ſheriff ſubſtitute to 
diſperſe them it was in 2 carpenter's ſhop. I. ſev ſeveral 
people there, hom enn 
5 Skirving, and I think Mr. Callander. Foren bs - - 

egy themſelves The Bris Conration 
| 1e. 0% : ak 

2 Did bey indandy diſperſe 2... 140 

A. Ves; only W voir, daring er 
| pled by way of etiquette... 

And Skirving was adde Gen rg 
Was any thing ſaid of their menting being permanent? VP 
A. Not that I remember. | 

Did nde e e Pe m3. 

AI heard Skirving offer to take a proteſt both nights, In 
gonſequence of his ſecond nn 
the ſheriff, to prevent their meetings the next dag. 
Was that, proclamation. attended da, or diſobeyed ?: 

3 8 
the Gazetteer, on Tueſday following, the 10th, ſigned hy ir- 
ving, calling a meeting of the Friends of the People, on the 
42h zu in; conſequence of which, J iſſued a warrant againſt Skir- 
ving on Wedneſday, the day aſter the advertiſement appeared, 
hen he emitted a declaration... pp ae" ene ee 
ing him from calling that e eee re 
Did you give him a copy of it?: 1 

A. He might have had it, if be-defired it; it 8 
C 


17 


ae e oy Croft examined, by Mr. Shirving. | 


| 


5 


(49 ) 


2 My lord, when you came to diſperſe lanes. 
friars wynd, yas it not given as a reaſon, why we did not dif. 
pore yolumaril, chat i mas # mavting of delegates font ther 
by other people upon important buſineſs ? N. | 
A. Ves, I believe you did ſay fo. neva 1861 Hit by 
ere 
pointed for A ORR 
the Houſe of Commons? 
re 16 tht ppl might ave pd, bu 
Farne wy 1 a 3 


Upon your en thatpon dude, bes did. Luce K 


that as we had neither inclination nor ability to oppoſe force, 
N gages hate, Bans bo confde, 
ed as force? $i 
if." Aa 1 dd not heag ang foch thing: I know, both ou pu | 
Mr. Browne ſaid, you would not go without force. 7 
E: You muſt recollect that the motion came Wenn, that 
we ſhould diſperſe peuceably ? ?: 
A. No, I believe Mr. Aitchiſon was tan he faid it was 


| the ſaws thing whether they went out, or whether they were 


. compelled to go ut. 
Do you recolledt ſaying, that you bud furifdition' over 
babe bote but not » private-boule 3 and Tſai, we confdered 
. | this av'« private-houſe ? 0 
A. I belive you, or ce other bady aa in bu t 
that purpoſe, 
L. Whr'1/uct dppeetiznded upon a' petition; of the Fiſcal; 
which petition prayed a warrant of commitrient A. Ves. 
ee eee eee hot to ber 
de men | 
AI know nothing of ſuch ad; 0 e thi 


| dee e te Raw Wool yaally hen ane. 


A declaration was taken from me at As the 

| affair at the cockpit was afterwards? e | 
A. That at the cockpit, was taken by ſome other fü. 
. Aud I was diſmiſſed fimpliciter? 


A. You certainly was, that evening. 


þ lowing AI went the night following, to a carpenter's yard. 


cm) 
B.. And there was. no action fince commenced againſt me, at. 


the inſtance of the town council ? A. Not, that I know of. 


NEILMVIC ARX, 
Sworn, exaruned by Mr. Burnett. | 
eee 
nn , n e 
meeting? | 
Ves, L attended 6 1 
Mr, Paterſon was in the chair, the lord proyoſt went up, and 
aſked him, if it was a _———_ people, ſtilling themſelves 
* The Britiſh Convention; ““ and he ſaid it was; that they were- 
mat For 0 onnftizitions} purgule3 206 peredontvatn. thee radi | 
they were met to petition the king for Annual Parliaments and 
Univerſal Suffrage ;—my lord provoR deſired he would quit the 
chair; he ſaid, they had not broke the peace in any one inſtance, 
and it was a rule in the Convention that uo one ſhould leave the 


chair without the orders of the Convention, unleſs by force; 


my lord ſaid, if he would. not without, force would not be wan- 
ting. Mr. Paterſon moved, that they ſhould depart peaceably ; 


| he ſaid, it was the duty of every body to be ſubmiſſive to the 


magiſtrates z this was not in general agreeable ; and Mr. Pater- 
ſon having left the chair, there was a loud cry for the chair, 
Mr. Browne was called to it by a general voice z he addrefſcd 
the meeting, and ſaid, as he was calledſto the chair by the gene- 
ral voice of the meeting, he wonld not leave it, 8 
and immediately after lowering his voice, and ſpeaking to 
provoſt, he ſaid, any ſign of force was ſufficient. Soon 
the lord provoſt ſaid, I will act us chief conſtable. myſelf, went 
up to the chair, took Mr. Browne by the hand, and gently pu- 
led him away; after which the meeting diſperſed. ; _ . - 
L. Was Skirving there ?— A. Yes. 
L Did you hear any perſon ſpeak of a proteſt? | | 
A. No, I did not. h 
Had you r 


Did you ſee Mr. Skirving at that meeting. 
A. No, I faw Mr, Callander and Mr. Margarot; the meeting 


nr 


. (#3 
A Rringemitl dee. 
i y preſende voluntarily and freely,” 

5 e e was ſober and in ki fees: 

15 — * | 
| © Thi latter part £70 9 e 
ſtrates; of the 11th december, may be reid, tc refreſh the mit. 
; Nee us he ſeems to bare forgot 4 circumſtanee? 
1 "Fit me for Appendir, No. 3. 


e cout with your knowledge; dat de ede 
rb L called BY WE pere rn rn er e 
tie Britih Convention? © 
F er 'o0 te here 
iS vince us, that it was not the fame meeting. y 
$ flip." r: Barnet, Was there n dechuration read over 10 the ee 
en the 22th, as far as you retollect .A. I cannot fay. 
' [The declaration read, fee Appendix, No. 4.} | 
Mr. Stirving, Does it confift with your knowledge, that the 
© | Fiſcal gave in u petition complaining of my having put in that 
advertiſement, and craving, that I ſhould be brought up and pu- 
5 ee eee 
kunt petitionn 
; 100 ern 
"i ; — ore enatavian 
LIE: Not that! know of. 
DR JOEY "WILLIAM COULTER, Eo 
N Sworn, examined by Mr. 7. 
L Does it conſiſt with . 
was iſſued againſt the people vn Swpgrr-wg Ms n 
Convention?“ 
I Yes, onthe 11th of December, and on Thurſdaytthe rath, 
on after 12 o'clock, I went to the Graſs market, where there 
was u great crowd aſſembled at the entry of a cloſe leading to 
the cockpit; and Mr Skirving was reading to the people u pa- 
per Which he had in his hand j wen I got into the heart of the 
P and ſome 


1 . 
z * 


» al "ws 
* 4 1 
Derr . 
. ” 
- - . 
7 
* 


35 *ig 14 y e 
ee 
1 waved my band, and defired them not to uſe uny force againſt 
Mr, Skiryiog; anteſs he choſe to ive it up, which I belleve be 
did. Mr, Skirving was, at my deſite, brought before me, in the 

- couricilichamber, and Examtinied 3 ud wes aterwurt erred to 
icht hall. + £07 1 T3060 4% & * de 1209 14 00. 13 He 
S Was that declarttion wade in your proſedib4 xd. 26d v 


A. Ves this ln my fubſeription een en realy d v. 
hüetery emitted, and he was ſober und in his ſenſes; 

2, Shewe Mn a paper. ] Was ee 
n 1 belle se it id | 
1 ce deine by Ar. Gi, 4 1 

. Was 1 approbended epos . warrant on th ieſda 
and ſent to the council chau. ber 

A. | don't know upon vue yh war applied 
I did not ſee the warrant, —l was pteſent ud) dur dee 

And 1 'was difmiſſed without bil; r 
r inftituted » & me ?—£. 1 know of no | 
eee VAING, OY TR 

© Sworn, Exiinined by Mr: Burnett,” © . 
+6 Did you ted the affe, tothe dh ue lng 
wag © 7738624 267 1 N 

4: Yes; to dilpetſe an illegal meeting on Thurſddy, the ach 
December; they were afſetnbled in u Voſe that leds up to the 
cockpit. I ſaw Mr. Skirving reading u paper; Mr. Browne 
was on his left händ, and « magifirate came forward, and ſpoke 
to Mr. Skirving, took hold of his hand, and he put the paper in 
u. wages pocket; be hid rata one fs, und haf tithed it to 
read the other. Betis ee e, 
L, Was he afterwiids ipprebeiided=2 Nn 
Wi Was you preſent at his examinition ? No, I vis 50 a 
{The paper produced in Court, fee Indiiment page 16,] 4 


'Orife exbniincd by Mr: MSW. 
Do you remeraber the Grit day that | was exaivined 5 af. 


ber you came in, | defired « copy of it, that 1 might read if wm”. 


A. Ido. 
Ne 5 pſ 
nn N \ 


X 


« 
— Ws... - 


(„ 


" oo ey ub \LAAM4R08 8, - e 


A e Mr. Bann. ASP 105 
4 fas you, or. are, you — of ths mening of the 
wia el the Prople,n+.t Lem. 4 


&-Whatia yaurprofeſion?—4, Adler in te Cassette office, 


& Look at 2619095 Wh Oftober 1993, Ae e 
of that band h I % .,. 'Þ 


Ie the diebe coun, or lf of. 


By whole dire tions did you compoſe * 


: tt By 50 perſon's directions. 


* To whom was you to ſubmit that . 
1 To the Friends. af the People, in the maſon en 


| to my brother to read it. W 
1 Was the paudel + membt of hat menting? 
M.,;1,belicye he was ſecretary... 1 dab 
( * bp you dnn who compoſed eur of this rr. 


t know, 
2 7 it conſiſt with * 8 thet that band bat 


: was circulated ed. I haye ſeen them about. the ſtreets, 
75 „ Han gn engen to know where it was printed 


Les; in the Gazetteer office. | 
Had, you gur concern in the re. 


„Wai Mr: Skirvings name annexed to u? 


S. It wet, in the printed copy. 


i „ . 


accompt it was put? DUE Ut Grail SIE ©} 
* +: M Lratber,think, but 1 don't. know, thay. was put to the 
| fociety of the Friends of the People. am clark in the office, 
but | don't mangge that part of the buſineſs, __ 5 4 
. Who does . . Mr. Scott. 

ed ven day converſation.with_ Mr, 8 it? 
I don't recollect that I ſaw:him at that time. 


Was you, a member of the as ns 1 a 


the people, the Britiſh Convention? | | | 

A Yes 1 was, I attended it the firſt day. 
7 25 there any iq dene met ann 
e 2 Li; 7 a A 


7 


1 = 


a Km nk at's general ES nk Fuel; "tom | 


8 7 7 5 


oi} Ant the re-afferabling of the whole Cobrentios, to FIN 
- collet where they met; it was this winter, was it ur Lew. ing 
Did you attend that meeting. I did. % * 
Wo ated as ſecretary to that meeting? 5 
A Mr. Skirving 3 I don't know ba pong he was ere, 
but he acted in that capacity, | 
Were there any other ſecretaries. affiſtant Wadde 4 
depute ſecretaries, or ſubltiture ſecretaries, who «Red at that 


| meeting? 
f A Les; Mr. . 
Fouts ft Mr. Skirving. ” | | 
3 + VL. Any body elſe? You; ve your wothie F © 1 x 10 


A. I never did. My brother uſed to take notes; EI 
. other perſons Md the ſame: 1 don't recolle& who they were, _ 
| Were their accounts, to your knowledge, of the eee 
WH | ings of this Convention publiſhed weekly in the . 
; abftrafts% .f. Yes. R 
| «© Do you has that there was o len dre wy | 
ii each fitting ? 
A. Ves, there erez which were ſometimes read x th E 
W DR Rot. | 
= Were there ever any cotreions o alteration; made up. 
on the reading of thoſe minutes ? 
. A Yes, by Mr. Skirving and Mr, Aitcheſon ; But chere was 
| l committee propoſed to be appointed to reviſe the minuten 
c 
what paſſed ? 1 
A They contained the ſubſtance of what paſſed, 
E Should you know the ſeroll of minutes again, if you were 
to ſee them ?—L£. I faw them in the Sheriff-Clerk's office, 


Look if you know anybody's hand- writing there. 9 


bin the feroll. .A. It is like my brother's hand- writing. 

E Do you know Skirving's hand- writing? 

. Nee eee 
but I never ſaw him write; this looks like what I have been 


told was his; but I cannot fay, as I never ſaw him write. 

Tord Dunſinnan. W 
I think it reſembles it. | 
' | K 2 


- 


* 


2 


ne IL” Cy OO IS 19s AO 
x 4 1 3 nA N * 70 gn . 4 | | 5 ; . 25 * SYS lt 
| | 2 


« ; . 
=y "27 . 
* 4 4 . þ 
þ * 
Hh - 
| | | j ; 6 + 
1 


=; bee Ve, 0425 oft A $14 ge l 
P "©, For what purpoſs,? _ . A e vs TN | 
"A. For publication in pay way 1 thought proper. WR | 
a 6 In the Gazetteer - Yes. : - , 
0 Was what was publiſhed in the. 88 hn "M6 
* e of has pulſe the Copremion 5 fr 6 


know? _ 4: 
A. Ny notes „„ having token a th cold 
dd Md wr ks but 1 made them 8 near as I could. 
. non eee 
| ers: —. l I cannot ſay. 5 
2 by e he you remember any motion being made in particular 
= by Mr. 'Skirving ? Did you ever hear of à Solewn League and 
Covenant in the Convention (and confider before you give an 
anſwer) or any thing reſemblipg thoſe words ?—£. 1 cannot ſay, _ 
eee orig aha em 
5 courſe of their proceedings ? e. 4 2 85 
| fi 2 There were ſo many ſpoke that I cannot tell... > pas 
8 What! did he fit dumb during all this time? 
| I don't recollect his making any motion. | | 
| VL. Do you know of pny committee alle Sect Comm 
4 Co being appointed by the Convention ? | | 
"% A. I tecolle ſomething of it, 7 
Wh 7 Do you remember if the Secretary mas 4 mpmber of tha} 
| cannot remember that. 
Lord 8 Von haye ſworn by Almighty God. ty 
tell the truth and the whole truth; jf therefpre you ſay, you.do 
got recolle& what you do recelleQ, you are guilty of petjury? 
n L mack obignd tp e for tha e. | 
© nition, but I don't recollect that, _. " 
, Lord. Advocate. I aſk you again, who were to be the mem; 
13 of that Secret Committee .A. I cannot recollect that. — 
Do you remember what . $0 be the bulineſs of this Se- 
Committee ? 


. ms 6 pie» 2c f merino th er. 


2 


0 . 
$5 - 7 14 o „ Oy 


_ __ * 1 * Y. ad who cM e 1 * wed re ng Ta” TIT” n ann 9 y SP £.. Wands. e 8 "8 1 
f 2 6 a 11 "of. 4 | * N * 8 1 7 N 7. " * * 
* * 4 " 


* 9 0 : 5 
15 1 3 3 % by 
Cy y 77 ATE We ; 
i 2 . e 7 
* bebides'the members of this ſecret committee? £20" I 
Bi A I ſuppoſe it was to he communicate. oP + bY. 
f E, Aud upon what — 3 rb | 
be 77 t eg N 2 * 
$ 4. Caſes of emergency 1 
4 2 You neo not repent thew ll bu you mul rel wane | 
| of them, -kifore we part > ps: 
. 4. One was, caſe of «bill bing brought in Lu. | | 
* | 4 l to'the conrietion bill is Ireland. | bz 
V, That is one: «Emer away Det Zap; cite - 7 
A I cannot recollect. , | | ; 
2. Upon your oath, ' 6d you ever har of any other d | 
mentioned.—.J4. I don't recollect them. 5 
b \L; You have told us there were fins aches er FAN" 2 
| know ſqmething about them; Was any thing mentioned about a 
' foreign invaſion ? I aſk you upon your great oath? . * We. ö 
q A. There "was ſomerhing about = foreign invaſion, but I don't 4 
know! dba den es ess of the caſes of emergeney. 157 \ 5 


Ho came it to be mentioned at all? 

A. I cannot ſay; it might be a the begining of » c. {3 
er ſomething of that kind. EY 
YL, Was it upon the cccaion of debuting upon ene 14 
ef emergency? A. I cannot ſay, , 

W. x diſperſion of the meeting ever given e. 
enſes of emergency? | 

Al A. Tiers ws ſaga Ce e Geb this the night before.” 

L, I ſee, you are very correct in ſome things, though/act ia 5 
athers. Did you ever hear of the Scotch act of We en 
wrongous impriſonment -A. I have beard of it. coy 

i ee e hone # whine] e eee "op 
of thoſe caſes of emergency, if a motion ſhould be made tor ful-” | 
pending that act of parliament?—recolleQ mad | 

A. I think I do recolle& it. 
\R, Did you ever ew of th haben corpus uf fn lh 4 

A. I have. frequently heard of it. 5 | wet: 

4/Did you ber oft the eee he per day? Fes 


. | 1 15 8 
at 1 1 _, 9 : N g 4 
vn : 4 6 - 

N * 4 | 19 "3 1 , 8 - 25 
4 {Is f £ 1 8 N 
2 n 6 6-7 3 * 
* A „ IF : l HY; — : 7 | 724 
£ " : f a : - „ 3 , ' aL * M 
| 4 7 "ey . . 

* g $5 ; Th 2 | s. | 
4 4; N MP 8 1. 4 ES + etl» 34 * 7 

ARC! 1 en. 

7 Vr 


"th; e eee eee 

; 55 WW. 4 | don't recolleQ any more. 

„ Look at that? ch one of th papers raus an your 
d TTY 4. Yes. weft 45 2 » 82 : 

8 & Do you knn i they coat u. lang af th . 

1 dete Coorentiont—A. Ves... 

* 33 \&, What wa the common name by hich u- members were 

4 But we want to hear from you?— A Semetiches citiven, 

3 . uſed in the Conven- 


wy - [ROO © int ede, or dises et be. 
1 tions; a ſection conſiſted of fifteen or thereabouts; - they ay 
8 „ e eee ory r rg | 
| Was you a member of a ſeQion, : 
by! rere 8 
1 'V, Was you ever gate inthe Convention, when rears 
1 er ſeftions —4. W 
| 1 eue en rangers th c; 
15 a . Yes. / 
 B, Did you ever confer any mark of favour or honour » 
any firangers?—F. No. a * 
1 5 Did you ever hear or —— 
1 | honourable mention made of tan fer? 
l canndt ſay that Lever did. + 
DIAG oe ets ined tbe Mk gee. 
to any perſon that came i 4. Na; I don't recolle& it, 
2. ebe Ks fry Gabe v mere e e 
ving, x meeting of the vritaeſſes on his tris}? *g 
A. 1 bave been in Ser e Arg ep inn vn do 
| Know of any meeting appointed, +7 . 
£, Do you know # man of the nume of Robb? 
A. I have been in his houſe, © 


'L, Ws not you thr at W -. ve, 


of 4 the habeas corpus act; was that 8 caſe of emergency? —4. Yes, 
* 
= 


, 


1 


/ 


— 


A. 


'V eee 6 M N dne . 


A. It was new-year's day. 1 heard that they were" Ws 
.. Solicitor General. Who fold-you of that toning ? PD 
4. 1 don't recolle8. 1 did not know of it dn within an You | 
eil the meeting, | 
& You ven wpon the ommons of y0u de Kao Hh 
was it Mr. Margarot . No. 


Was it Somerville? — FF, No. STC 
- ©, Yout brother L No. it eee he. 
John Clark, the maſon .f. WWW 0 

2 Was be chere -. No. N. 


2. ee erer eee 
a e ; 


4 


2 ei e b ee me 1 dow ee. 
2, Aud do yon ink we are to believe that?? . 
A. Lese ay riley ey indeting tw the wht; 

. n 


R, Was an thing ae r th evot of the 
ag dopant hdr 13 fe hc ft 
. Not that I recollect. e e res 
Lord Dugſanan. F 


| #t the great'tribunal of Alniighty God for what you now ſay. 


FCC 


about R. 
| "OS ACAD CHIN ava. 

2 . ˙—» NRDIS = gl 
Fee blame from them, and not ac 
it reſpe ds myſelf, becauſe I don't hold myſelf reſponfible at pre- 
| fent for what they do Does it conſiſt with your knowledge 
E 


eee VG 74's il os Er 
"And Somerville?—£ 

| . There were ten or a dozen of you? SHAQ; IX „ 

_ "4, Yeo, I'believe'there e. tt N 


- — 


Kew ED 
4 aids he Court eee e e th 
eee, d: committee of den oma ono Pane tha 
No, I believe nat; 
S Did the Convention appoint ee bo 0 0 br 
members in preference to others . Nu, not that i know of; 
Did the Convention appoint eee ee * 
dure, or were they only conſulting about ĩtꝰ 
A. tf I recollect right, plans had bene in, but vue of 
them were adopted before it was broke u. 
4 Had you ever the leaft apprehenfion of any debgn to-raif 
tum, riot, ar any ching like ſedition, „ 
* have ſeen of mine in that Convention? 
A. 1 never had the ſmalleſt idea of it. : 
S On the contrary, have [ot ara urged tention 
order, and regular proceedings? 
'4 { hae enden yo tein to good des, and regu 
lariey. N 5 1 
2 beer n ani rk or karlgs berg by 
legates'was preferred to general meetings, in order that 
might. be more regularly carried on?—2. L underfiood ſo. 
Y. And that the principal buſineſs of the Courenton from fr 
to lan was an application to parliament for reform ? K 
That was the only object that I Know offt. 
2 This ſecret committee, was it not furely a committee of 
Jens an and appointed for the. purpoſe of timeous remon- 
ſtrance, againſt a quietifm-bill, by a ſpeedy call of the Conven⸗ 
tion the inſtant that a motion for ſuch a bill paſſed che A 
unte. I underſtood it ſo. g 
ALEXANDER ALTCHESON,. en. 59 36 
FW | Sworn. Enamined by Mr; Harne. = 
3 . Are you a member of ries be] the Fricndy of. 
People? * 
A. Les; e e e the. nn gtbh of 
Auguſt, 1792. I joined the general affociation at that time. E 
| afterwards attended at Barber's hall; and afterwards, FI 
the firſt meeting of the Canongate ſociety, . 
2 Was you a member of the Britiſh Convention? | 


A. Yes, I was « member of all the three Canrenions by a. | 


5 
1 


- - „b 


dens 


2. e ee le, Bu. ae 
A. Yes, be acted ab ſecretary, (MI 1 hs 
Did you bear any office?  _ 

A. ET ae bs ah dE ey 


| #63; LS oh, Shove -I jook notes to the bel} of 


my knowledge of the buſineſs. 

„ eee a — you could make 
them? | | 
Tee to net aa Area ene | 


compliment to myſelf, but I did it to the beſt of my abilities... IP 


2, Keck «hs on of what end A es * 


writing? 05 42 F114 . ed EAN r 
2 Part of it is. e * 
a eee * eren 
Is that like it? 


A. I cannot ſay; atm * CE 
the laſt Convention as aſſiſtants to the ſecretary ? and; I believe I 
could gueſs at Mr. Roſs's writing; here are two or three pages | 
e att "NN unn 

. hand-writing that you knom => 
Is this like Skirving's? 5 

A. I Groot th © xrvat many hace that Lama lo meer 
general kind of hand; and never having correſponded with him, 
I cannot ſwear to his writing; when I have been abſent from 
the Convention, and have come in after the fitting was begun, I 
have ſeen him write, rn 
ſwenr to it. 35 

i Did you offer e bi in ages of your tl oe. 
there as a member,? 

A. Yes, ee a8, but they te- 
fuſed to accept it, ſaying, I might come when I could; and they | 
appointed too delegates in my room. 


e Da you know if he minutes were reviſed by. commits | 
of the Convention? E 
A. Yes, before engroffing, (Soy mar eur He ie * 


1. 


5 | a ee uu. g 


| book, and afterwards printed. nds u lang 207 r ,* 
2 Do you recollect ne eee "whe 
| Convention, particularly, the names that the members went * 
Inn know what you ellude te by that queclion. | 
12; "Was Mr, Skirving called William Skivving, or what 
A. No, we were not 8 ſociety of quale nd 
Did you ever hear the word citiven.in the Comventiog? = 
A. Yes, and I think it is the beſt title a man can bave;'ÞB 
ould bluſh for myſelf, 36 ©'burgeſs of Edinburgh," if 1 did not 
- think-fo;" ROOT Wand verges 


anke to cull no man UI 
| UG, aer, General, Did ou ut ny time hear nag thing 
paſs jelang 2's contutive. Ul? $3737 1 


1 Yes, 2 jundairir bivughe farmerd/that in 
caſe a convention bill ſhould be brought en Al 
e er might be entered into, reſpecting li. . 

Aud that was dene, was N L Ves... 

2 Did Mr. Callander ates mn hes eee 
©; I ink be did, but I gannot ſuy unleſs vou wilt permit 
me to look at the minutes, (hoh vor the minutes z) It is impob 
fible that 1 ſhould remember, what is bete mentioned, becauſe 
aten ad witking, I'was not proſent yo the time. 

: H, eee eee ee, e ere re aaa 
u lter committee ? RL POOP et n 4 eee NN 
A. 1 recolle@t fuch „ taken place, when I 
Was out; and when J eame in, ax ſoon us 1 bed taken my feat, 
Ml; & wide ame by Mr Sinclair, chat a motion that had now 

paſſed ould be burnt: © I got up and” oppoſed it. 1 faid-that 
our proceedings were all free and open; and I was told that che 
Teſulutions had already paſfed: All that was meant was that 


' | ſome e ſhould 3 Gi AER Pr eee 


| Hould be be ſtopped by any eompulſve meaſures, 

*R, War thee any patter vom gre 10 hn mening 1 
It was a committee of ſecteexgr. | 
& But thi meeting hat as 6 bl. use w- 
Aren eee 50 to 


* Boe 1112 2YAWES 92907 2 242 8 2X 


2-4. 
va 


— 


2 — 


LACS 


— 


7 & QF r wy 


| ©% p „ 
A Did . was. propoſed, be 
this te ſolution ſhould de burnt! ., Erne eee e dee 
4. Lever learned it any farther than this, that when M 
Sinclair propoſed its being burnt, it was reſol rect Nhat the mo- 
_ Lion, inſtead of being burntt ſhould be reparted and publü 


publiſhed. - 5 

e e e ee, A. 
̃  clair moved, ſbould he burut.) 4 J i Ne 

ry 2. hook il dhe page before that 2 a bin #4 % V. 
A. That is not my hand · writing; L. men nor 1 


| dont think it is Mr. Rols's hand. writing: "16-91 to 


Mr. Solicitor General, Here it is ſaid the 3 ſtood-upos 
their feet, and ſolemaly, aud unauimouſty, palled the reſohation 5 


_ as follows, and then comes à blank of a page. + 


Ar. Bernet. er yas patent negate, by 
ere mung hob! 


Yes, many ;ʒ but Liave ſo bad a memory, that, anleſs there 


is fomething particular palledy, 1 think 5e. more .aboub i 


[Reads from the minutes.] Citizen Skirying, meg Tod 
« the members, hoth of the Congention, und of the primary ſ 


. 


| | ( cieties, ſhould ſubſcribe a ſolemn league and covedant.” +But | 


I remember very well, that Skirving was never called upon to 
explain what he meant by it. [ Reads. ]* Citizen Skirving moved, 


That the convention expreſs its ardent defirez to coltivate = 


i more cloſe union. with the ſocieties in ane, 


_ 4 likewiſe unanimouſly agreed ta. ? * 


2. ls chat your hend: writing - Ves... 


[ The witneſs read ſeveral motions, made by nds 2 


. Brutyb Convention, from the minute. if * 


Advocate. Was you. thaagahecoight en. Skirving 
and others were taken ub /p V. 


FEET 


Do you xecollect any reſolution. that was cowe to / by the 
Convention, that if, you ſhould be diſperſed, that ſhould be one 
of the caſes in which the Convention oi emergeney were to 


meet A. I heard ſuch a reſolution. . eb anon Eu 1" %; 


A Was you preſent in the Convention, when you heard' 120 
A. I cannot ſay I rather think not, but I think I heard it? 
. Dogoukno w of any W aan ert. to meet? 
f | | 2 | ; Ns 1 | 


\ 


1 


— 


* 


"i 
f 


* 
- 


| . wy ens 


x 


. 4 ) 
* ee heard chat one wis, in caſe the iſland ſhould be w- 


_ vaded by « . femme the caſe of m con- 
- vention bl. ad fl 2 
eden ben erer ben ther the ſuſpeion of the Habeas cor 
Wore ab pedbodure goebarpct Nee 

e Was the Convention ever, to your knowledge, dinided in 
to ſections or claſſes 

AM. We were divided into divifians' firſt, and then claſſes, und 


thought to be x better name than eſther 
el the others, e een e, the word ſefion 
us uſed. vt 9 * 
„ A 1 . in motion i 
ting ? 


5 4. Yea, thar was an varly rule udopted, chat en motion 
TOUT e Rene and Ggned. 

Look at that paper? (ne wing th witneſs, e 
dee erat dg e 4 
Anm at the back is written, by myſelf; | 

© 2" Look at that ? (a motion by Mr, Margurot ?) 

2 T have ben that motion before, but 1 bad vs hand in b, 
GB, n, 
gulatity and order?) 1 
. . | 

on 
ade. Ng 
. 2 
g the Convention appoint fa ane in yrs | 
another}; No. 
Were any eee eee weed by he E 
u e committee had reviſed them 4. 'No. - 

Was there any appointment, von by abe Convention 
6s deputy ſecretary —.4 N #67 7 

Wes this meeting, which you ſay, was for a convention of 
- emergency, to take place upon u motion to bring in fuck a bill, 
or upon ſych q bill being pff? 

I cannot be certain, bet T'uderfived "to be when' the 
mme. e dea wary 24. 74 

2 te is' coblidhnthe colhit 

OO DOES EO EE ERIN 


% 


5 


* 


be ths thing vis uttutitaed jo — the delegates 


know where to meet, md rc mey been up petition 4 


gainlt it! A Yes. 


2 Dia not the Convention, equate ca an day, what 


F * had done the day before ? 


A Yes, many things that 1 kave written” . Wend Enel 
were daſhed out by order of the Convention; and others were 
left as they were, till the committee ſhould reviſe them. 

BL, Had the Convention finiſhed their regulations and ap- 
pointed them, or were they only conſulting 20908 ham, when 
it was broken up? | 

4 They were only confulting about them, hey ba nat 6. 


niſhed by any means. 


HB, There is a motion, which tw et my l, ad 


; N I could have any other motive than that of 


and good order f 
A. The expreſſion furprized me, nd I tak ur lt te 


| of it. 


Did you ever ſuppoſe 1 bad ay thing like 1 | 
D nad thong, r F F706 COPY wy | 
A. So far from it, that I have heard you ſay, you was ſure 
the only way to ſupport the preſent form of government, by _ 
King, Lords, and Commons, would be to obtaiti « timely reform, 
2. Do you remember when the motion, of the Duke of Rich- ' 
mond's plan of univerſal ſuftage, was acquieſced'in, I agreed 
to it, becauſe that nothing leſs could overturn the corruption? 


A. Certainly; and we were ſanctioned in that opinion, by 
et yhat the Duke and Mr. Pitt bad publiſhed, e 


Mr. Burnett. Do you read the Gazetteer? 

bag ee eee e e e e e hes 0m 
ber read 8 fingle lin. 

'$-Did- yaw rang cho ptvebudlage'ct the Cpu 5 AS 

A. No, FE 
I would look at them at any time. 

„ene erer, P ara aye ge 
an addreſs from Dundee ? — 5 

A Ltemember Tabar pee a aening'cf the 1 


burgh monthly committee; it was handed to me by one of that 


Fo, 


825 you remember a hand- bill that was publiied in Ode | 


ens not. produced by himſelf. n ws "ut 


8 Cooremion of the delegates of the Friends of the People, but 
not ſecretary to; the Britiſh Convention; thers was * 


2 geln VIS £141 


2 pi 


any concern with the, paper, called t the Guneteer? 
n well as a paper, tending to 
1 uxiverlak liberty, bar ge as a, Convention. 
15 POR 1 GEORGE: ROSS, ab- hath, iH. 
"EW trot tre you fe © WNT "ES 1 
Clerk, in the Gazetteer Offs. 


ber laſt -A. Ves, 1. $163.95) Kacke HGH (el n i 91 7-8 2 
De zou know who, compoſed that bend. bill?., enn 147: 
Yes,. me and my brother ; it mas laid before, the general 
3 Wen ws 
We Mr, Skirring at that meeting ? x bit 25 
A. He was; it was — jn-the. Grneingey 
Mr. Skirving refuſed to put his name tothat, ara cba which 


. afterwards. annexed. to jt. bind nid 
A Yes, and there were ſome . 
Did e Convention meet in conſequence of that? 

A. No. There wers ſeveral meetings of that ſart. 

V+, Did you attend the mecting af the agth Oober ?, 
A. Yes, and Mr. Skirvigg was there, he vas ſecretary to the 


5 minutes of their proceedings. - „ 


, Were any of their debates' taken ja ſhorthand bee Ves. 


tis Did yon aſſiſt in taking them down? ,- L. No. 


R, Ve thre» particular plugs fbguad i the cn 
for the Secretary and ſhort - hand- mas 
, eee 


2 Wore they: qubliched e minuton of the procerdingy of the 


 Conviation tf» No, Ther were publihed as ne. 


co) 


| Gs dendrite). wy 5 
rr a-committee for apkr— ' | 
pointing the-placs of weeting' of the Convention, but Ido now ̃ 
know how it came by the name of ſecret . | 
res AIP eee ben 8 100 9 | 
-& Warmn 2 + * . \ 

© Aolroumet toy... on pu vor NG 7205, 4 YOM 
Was Mr. eee 1 1 
4 Was Mr. Browne ). L cant 2 
N „ 
Ye; RN e 
77 Was any other emergency mentioned? ' 
No. That is all that I cells t. - 
2 Recolle& yourſelf, if you ever heard of any ee 
emergency . The grievances of the nation. 2) 
Was any thing mentioned about foreign troops N | 

A. I never heard of a French invaſion ; I den of Heſſian 
troops and Hanoverians being brought into the kingdom; it was 
| reported out of doors, that i in that cafe the Convention were to meet. 
ot you are fure you never heard of Frevih wr. * 
ing? 4. I am fure of that. > 

V. Solicitor General. Did you writs any theſe inutes'? 

A. Yes, I did. 2 7 

. Look at that, znd tell us bet theſe” "words aloe: 
Cs es Ad feet, and folemaly, ET IO - 


NY reſolution as follows ?”* 2255 1 


A I don't know what it alludes to 3 
. 
manner? 


Al. I don know any thing of jt, 1 don't een e 't - 
Was, as Eero eo oh > ning 
vention Bill. | #08 
What follows is a blank ;'can x you explain that? / „„ 
A. No, I cannot; I ſuppoſe it is miſplaced. l 
Lond Advocate. De eren vin our bust: tht this 
Convention was divided into ſectionss 

A. Ves; I called them ſeQions myſelf; T was maids; 
«oils which we 00 +92 Is Garertetr-liice 


1 


e 


l dppokite to.one: Mullo%s 3/ it wat ur —— | 
P preſes, and if any. motion was made the preceding everfing, w 
* | made i or dad de it, and make nee ist 
r vich it. PI pF. 
© © Did your Secretiny.over makes report to the Convention 
Ah A. Yes. [points if out in the minute] and reads it. 
1 r on 
| 1 R | 
L Wes thers nee re, eue. 
paid to them? d 8 
5 — metk;of hotour, erlesene i 
WR | Y Did ou eve form gate at into commit 9 bs 
. 3 ne F 
A. PP DN CLARE 
n Mr. Pitt and ow ANT | 
og examined by Mr. Shirving, 1. | 
2 This report which has juſt now . 67. was. 


written, by you. Was it wholly done of yourſelf, or was it 
"Mg Sd be deg? | *. 
12 5 L. Noz it mas eatirely of myſelf; the cb yas is | 
= concern in it. 
. 2. Was the committee. on the "Convention Bill to meet for 
las any other purpoſe than to draw up  remouſtrance againſt ir? 
A. I never heard of any other. | 
L: And was not this the reaſon for declaring the time of the R 
meeting of the Convention, to be at the time of the motion for 70 
= Convention Bill, for the purpoſe of getting the remonſtrance | 
into Parliament in time? . No doubt of it. ; 
Mr. Solicitor General. Dia you ever hear in the Cobrention, n 
a propoſal for a Reſolution to be burnt? | 
SS" Gb 1 don't recolle& any ſuch thing. 
| &, Did not Citizen Sinclal make ſuch . motion? || 
A. Not that I know of. . * 
wing him a paper.] Is that one of the Tit G- ada 
_zetteers ? 4. I believe it is; it looks like it, ; 
2 Was it your intentjpn to give the world an” accurate gc- wy 


Wa <E-% 


count of theſe W ? 


2.5 ERS 


= Ia; ba piglt,ps vie qpuld; make " 

Mr. Shiruing. Did abe GaNenziqa, grder the r of 
them in the Gazetteer? A. No. | 

2 Or had any concern whis ener ich them? 4 Ne. | | 

Mets. Her hangs, techs Copyeptipn, that v 
brothed attended., and. topk, notes;for. publication? 
| ED ue lay. it nas. 50 aun, 8: ben ,. « delegate 
9. 1s the Pannel a Abe ta the Gazetteer? WF Ves, 
Was he frequentiꝝ in the Gaaetteer Office? 
A. Yes; hut not ſo,pften dutjng the; fitting of, the Convens 5 


| tion as before; 


9. Do you know his hand- xi ting ?; 4. J cannot ſay that 1a | 
L, Look at the, winutes,. and, ſes if des- er ſee any e | 


mei band: writing: 4. J cannot 


4 c t the 400 hal, en [he if ela me 
ade A. No; it is got. | 1 ks 


A Do you believe it to be Alicheloo's ? ? 2 : ney * 
A. I beleive part of it, is. | * 


* Do you, belieye this to be Skipring's wa R 


. I have ſeen moch bf bis writing. g 
1 Is Aris , 1 cannot ſay, 
DAVID DOW. N I E 8 
i - 1 Sworn. 1 Examined; iy. Jr, 5 
vg you a member af.qua 0h the af. with — 


4. Yes; ri Fog 0 cee Wen 
underſtopd Mr. Skirving to be the Secretary. 


L, Look at that paper and ſet if, it yas 8 motion that was 

made by you in the Convention? „A. Nes, it is, L Resu iti] 
2 Took at. that and, ſee if abe V. 

AJ. It is. Le . den row 25d e the 


Ine, Stirwing,, Did dhe Cnrenion gb rh. or * 


a of the; motions you; have. now, read? 
A. To che beſt of my knowledge, they did det. 


; JAMES ROBERTSQN, - .,.z 
een „Iwern, and enmin by Mr. Burnett. - 4 
Y Look arne printed e $6 2 


«He! ) 


hat hw pon} ity fk Wa 
1 Wa l by Mr. Skitving's «ng, dere af 
A Yes; it was. 55 | 
= 1e that bis hand- writmg ? 
l cannbt ſuy. eee 
Did you ever employ lim to keep your books? | 
"A; He hix directed Newſpapers, and fiſted me) bot I fh 
now, as | did to the Sheriff, I cannot politively my that it i 
i buait-wriclig, bot it ir ſowethivg ike l. 
luer him another paper; ] LGW Wada whkdde! - 
Fl br: A. . do not _—y 1 Wet 


OT WILLIAM LIND, 
1 worn. Examined by Mr. Burnett, 

ee e Robertſon, the ptinter? A. Ye, 
Look at this, and ſes if it conſiſts with fon knowledge 
"the that came out of Mr. Kobertſon's office? | 

A Ves; it was printed' there. | 
Do you know by whole order A. 8 
S Should” you ke Mr. Skirving's | ee i you 
Would ſee it? No; © ; 
N Dia he never write about Yet wakes ee at of 
A, | believe he hat, but I cannot ſwear re | 


| vn ſeen u great many people's hand ke Mr. Skirving's, | 
0 Is that like bis Eng! e 75 2 Oe. 
A. It reſembles it. 
2 Is chat like it? (hewing bim ee 


8 * * 


5 4 [treſemblesit, 
oro eh dure by Ms; — & Ar | 
ih e you ever or me arte? . ö the 2d 


A. Yes; 1 have ſeen you wiite too of three pulluges a 26 
1 5 when the paper was going on. VP | 

/* VB, And upon the rqvolle@ion you have of what 1 then rot, 
you think that is my writing? .A. It reſembles it very much. 
A letter reuu. 20 —_— 1 Nane See Ap- 


bdendix, No. 5. 
| Lord Juhier Curd. (To Me Robertſon.) 2 5 


e bf copts ets theory of of thy inf 


F 
1 


* > 
* - — = 
a Jo + Rn ME PTY * 2 


Ige 


ote, 


Ap 


e 


bee „* 1 en far-oxetiiy..: rap 
[The Han ieee of 1 of December reds be 4: 


read, No. 6.) 
Lord Juſtice. Clerk. Hare you ay egen 45 
duce,. Mig. ing | Lat; a 7s 


—— TT ee br 


ry evidence, the public Proſecutor having proved nothing eri- 


minal againſt me, that I ſhall entirely decline it, eſpecially that, 


even the witneſſes for the crown have exculpated me, from eng» | 1 
| fare intentiog. 4: 1 n $17 ten | 


6 NAAR 4 neee . n 5 W 1 0, ee eh 


A . Card ee kt D Wt » 0% «Ks 26 Keen 


eee e ee Winden Miete che Punnel at e 
| Bar, ſtands 
| tion; a crime which has been known end recogniſed by the com- | 
mon Law of Scotlaud, and by the common la of ever civili- 


charged, in this Indictment, with the crime of Sediey 


zed government upon earth, from the carlie@t geconda to he. 


| lateſt period; which, when ſtated, carries along with it. to every 


perſon. who hears, it Rated, ag preciſe and fiſtinct an iden 6 


che crime of murder, of robbery, of theft, or any of the greater 
or leſſet offances, which are the ſubjefs of criminal la, and 
the objects of Courts of criminal juſtice to puniſh. The minor: 


propoſition of the, Indictment againſt him ſets forth, fully and 


_ diftinRly, che various facts and gircumſtances, imputed; againſt! 


this man, and from which the legal concluſion is inferredy that 


he bes committed the offence, lted in the major propoſition.: 


To that charge he has this day; in your preſence, pleaded nat 


guilty; he has told us indeed juſt now, within theſe very few! 
minutes, that it would: be idle and impaſſihle indeed, for him to 


avail himſelf, of that permiſſion, to avail himſelf of that tight, which: 
the law of this country gives to exculpate his guilt, or alle viate ĩt in 


che confidenceto ſtate to you, that hedoesnotthink; nor does he ſee 
| anything, that has yet been proved againſt him, or any thing ta bo 
the ſubjeR of a prrof in exculpation. Upon that point he and l a 
at iſſue ; upon that point you are this night to return your Ver- 
r. e eee e | 


i £2 * LN Nt FX M2, .. Al n 3 1; 38 
a N 1 \ 
* 


0 


k 
2 : 


cen 


much confidence; I'ttuft; you will tendh hit man what, it freeing, 
be Has ue profelled taff wo be ighorhin of, whether his con- 


duct is criminal, or is innocent; or, whether hel id entitled, in- 


yout ich perl jodgment; 10A v ral of abt guilty, dt t ver- 


dict of acquittal, in reſpect that I have not proved my caſe to 


| you Thi, for one, till tadſut otherwviſe by your veidict) 2. 


uind Abich it ib inypolible;! eſther for the parmel or me, to 


fk up our iet with any effect in thb cou¹,ẽö y Þ mutt: condi. 


ait in very uren ph of vivo Indbed! I cha, in che fequely 


takt the Hoerty of Ai to. you and of demanhiag from you 


A verdict in favour of the pruſecuiſun. 1 ſtizl} fate to you, that 


5 er de ug be founded, not upon evidence of one kind or a- 


not her, but upon a body of direct parole, and written evidence, ſo 
ſaribfa@ dry" ud conchaſiye tllatʒ if yr mirids are not yer malle 


up upbu the ſubject, E truſt, ers It dow. tu ſatiefy yous by ſes 


decting frocd tfiat enormous mf of ſrditiout, E had almott ſaid 
trebſonable mer, upon ch table before, you; thut vob cannot 
hade 4 dot upod' your minds of returning « vordict in my fa - 


wur: f hope to be credited, Gentle men, when I tare to vou, 


- 


,% 
[ 


upon ny on belllüf, char although this pErſon; who in the end 
of july ian war taken d for hie aredffiow to thut paper, which: 
- + cbiſtiziites che frſt artichbe af thd charge ggainſt bim; and nhl.“ 
though it as judielouſly, end property directed that He ſhould 
nbt be eamiavd ah a witadls gpu int 'Paltadr, cho has afready- 


4 


ſiillered A vefdiel of his country ,' hi, as the perſon more 
direAls concerned! in the compoſition of that pape. i ſay, that 
I hope to be ergdited when tell you that; if this man's cot 
had been of u different complex ion figce the 19th-of Septembet 


la&} the dure of Rutmer's evi ou, although it was combe- 
tent fot mk, ar the meeting of this imer ſeſſiont; immediately = 


to have brought my ludictment again hiw, upon that fact 2. 


lobe, 1 traf vu will be nerd me; chen I ſuy, that if that had 
Been th odly eritwibal mütter sgaint him / i Mould beve found my- 
 Felf arrahted after what hud puffedt upon twortcent trials; after 


two adgnibots verdits of the cbumty, in two ſepurite; parts of 
Scotland fighifying, in the clesten bnd moſt direc terms, 6 dif. 


app ha tlun of thoſe proceedibgsz after the ſcvete, but the ade · 
qusate punihment whith theſ two peſos hayt met atith, and 


qre at pryſent undergoing, tha the example, which theſe bad 


1 
1 


85 


e 1 


held forth; that! the! diſtinguiſhed opting whith 13 
had given upon the ſbbjeQ in thoſe two enſes) away from that 


prejudice) which the pannel:complains of to day. thatibe: and hi 
afſfociatewlabour under, among/ nive-tenths:of the inbaEẽ⁊jmnste 


thi ooumryj = prejugice;. which, I truſty, will lafimighche: Nb 
tiſh'con!t1$ution;; a prejudice which. is:torm i; the cundbotithe;. 
people of this country; and: which, after every-artifice; hi 
8 dy this mou, and duch as lun, nas, id 


completely, that in glare of. having the diabolical.. 


eſfect it intended to have, it bas, from one end af Great Bri - 
tain to · ihe other, and - in Ireland itſelf, it. has only had this a.. 


fect, to wed them more deeply and. Hen, to; that aonffitations. 
which! thein enceftors,. purchaſed. with their bund; and which. A 
know, they will tranſmit inviolave to. their paltezity, nat only. 
againſt che attacks of deſpotifin, and.arbitrazy power, but, Kno. 


ing that tha country is not to be led away by che zepublicag. - by 


principles of ſueh en as this pannel, they have the good ſenſe 
to ſee where. the deluſion lies, that they are not to be POW. 


the. glare; of: falſe reaſoning, and that they. will the King 

and Conſtitution, again. all who dare to attack, it. thaugh... 

the great, he 6oly object o human criminal juſtice; or af . 

man paniſhmem, is to hold out a ſalutary ezample to others, 1 


think the conduct of this man, ſuch. as it appears to night, and, 


ſuch as I ſhall repreſent it to you, e're | fit down, eee | 


that, in this caſe, the benefit of example has been loſt ;, and t 


however proper or improper, you may confider our conduct as | 3 
publis proſecutors, in having neglected inſtantly to bring him to 


trial for the offeace of which Palmer was found guilty, there is. 4 


bard, and a dire and a melancholy neceſſity indeed, impoſed ups, | 
us to bring this man before you for ſubſequent conduct, that he. 
may receive ſrom you either an acquittah or that puniſhment 


which he more than ever, after this pertinacity of ſedition, maſt. of | 


undoubtedly merits. 2 


Gentlemen, the facts and circumſtances Qated in the miner 8-4 | 
propoſition, though branched out into a variety of different arti, 433 


cles, appear to me properly to be comprehended under %% 
general heads. His acceſſion to the guilt of Palmer, in ciren- 
lating (not compoſing,) that Hand Bill, which is there ſtated; 


ind, in the ſecond place, his endeavouring from the 4th of Ore 


N . f 5 0 on 0) | 


| ecber; 4553 ben übt Head Bin » de 
Þ 0 the 22th of December laſt, when he made that f 


8 appearance at the Cock · pit ia the Graſsmarket,—his endeavour, 
1 ing Leannot indeed uſe the word endeavouting, but his | 
during that period, i in i ſeditious intent, manifeited by his writings, 
and manifeſted by his conduct. And, Ixil tell him more, if he is 
lo ignorant of ihe law and couttitution of his country as one would = 
7  thiok from his declaration tonight he mult be, that if that meeting, 
So DF the-cockpit, had been followed: by tumult, or by inſurrection, 
| / coupled with his conduQ'at the Convention for ſeveral aights be- 
 foxe, he would have ſtood at this ber, charged with high treaſon; 
and, 0 ſych, would have ſuffered, if convicted, a capital puniſh- 
went, under thei ſtatute of Edward III. beeauſe it could not 
de epuſtrned into any thing ele but levying war againſt 'the/ | 
king, under that ſtatute; and. I will tell bim more, that, when 
1 theſe indictments were preferred agaiuſt him and others, who 
f. now hear me, and who muſt ſoon ſtand before a fury of their 
; country Mewife, that it was very dabious, among thoſe who' 
| __ Rood at the head of criminal juſtice, whether it did not war- 
rant ds in ſüth « proſecution; however, we have taken the more- 
leiden, und, 1 truft the more proper line of conduct; he, and 
_ they,” ftand charged with ſedition j but of the truth; or falſehood 
that charge, and the ſufficiency,” or inſutficiency of evidence, | 
L de is not now my buſiteſs to irgue Wore it te ere eee gare | 
orie to give your verdic. a yt eee 201 
Upon Palmer's paper, I ſhall offer but a very few obſerrs- 
, e a reſpectable and an impartial jury, as all jurzes is this. 
.. country ate, and, av all juries muſt be, F care not for thoſe in - 
Ry Fi | . eme men, ſuch as theſe, pre fume to throw 
upon their conduct; and, as litile do I care for thoſe arts that 
bade been made uſe 'of to intimidate them da their duty; 1 ſay, 
\ . this hav'alteady been ſtamped by a verdict of the country, as 2 
ſeditious, inflammatory paper; and the perſon who compoſed it 
bound guilty, as ſuch? but, God forbid, that the judgment of 
any man; that the opinion of any court, that the authority of 
ay man, or ſet of mien hate ver, ſhould influence your minds 
ane moment, or prevent you from taking that paper under your 
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_ afe ample, as if it was. now for the fri time brought under your 

- - conſideration: I deſire you to read that paper. I deſire you'yo - 
. -eonſider with yourſelves if it ig a paper, ſuch as Palmer profeſ- - 
ſed it to be, merely for obtaining a reform in, parllament; aud 
- which be gloried in the circulation of,. —if you are of that oi - 
nion, it ia idle to enquire whether the fact of circulation is pro- 
ved, or not; he is not only not guilty, but has. done that for 


ure: but you will peruſe that paper; and, if i appears to you, 
nun it does to me, ns jt does to the court by their permitting it 
to be conſidered as relevant, a moſt ſeditious and inflammatory 
übel. to tell us,. The time is now come, when we ard to af- | 
- ſemble round the fabric of liberty to ſupport it; that we are 
- plunged into a war by a wieked miniſtry, and a compliast par- 
_ -Hargentz” when it is not the parliament- alone, but the united 
voice of the couatry has juſtified- us in going to defend ourſelves 
in a war with a neighbouring nation; if that ſhould be-your opi- . 
nion, it will be your buſineſs to enquire, how far the fact will 


| Moo Les and 1 ſhould think, I obſcured, ibfiead of illuſ- 7 


rated, if I did any thing but defire you to look-upon/this a- 
per with a favourable eye to the pannel; but you cannot but a- 


Free with me, that it is as ſeditious and inflammatory. a paper, 
2s ever was circulated-among the inhabitants of this country." 


| Gentlemen, among the papers produced, is one of the rechrde 
eee en DAE AN ACA. 
ty of an imputed offence. and after having it in his. pdwer'to 


_ - © give'bail for his appearance, he choſe obſtinately (from ſome 


- deſire of reform I ſuppoſe.) to refuſe to give bail, and infifle 


bn his immediate libration ; and that the officer of juſtice ſhould | 
de incarcerated in his ſtead; or, at leaſt, inſiſted before this court 


that it ſhould be ſerved upon him, when your lord ſhips ſcouted 

. «the ideas. Ia that paper he telli you, ' that © the chief buſineſs 
ef the Friends of the People, as preparatory to the reform in 
- - parliament which they ſought, was the, information of the pub- 


lis as to the grounds of parliamentary reform, its importance, 


and immediate neceſſity. - Your, petitioner therefore, judged it 


_ - 20. dakin duty; n, to. mz, erory information'ty be 


\ 


which he is entitled to ' praiſe, and which does not merit cen- 


4 0 5 


Way . eee eee ho had it int 


Abels power to give duch information, naturally tranſmitted the 


"fate to him ar ſeoretery;'—Why, bers is an explicit and ana- 


+y0wed devinration upon his part; that the. information of the pub- 
"Kc, 20d the grounds of it-wore what he v bound. to iy. before 


_ "them ; and, if y cohfder that paper as ſuch an information, as 
1 permit with impunity to be oirculated through all parts 


of Scothand; I give up the queſtion at once. youought to ve- 


turm a verdict in his favour, He ulſo adds, Vour potitioner 
es already faffered too much for attemptlag to prevent the 


of the couſlitutĩon of his country, by the over-weight 


Sf in) of the branahes agvinſt the other, to be guilty of- willing - 


h ſting in-aviy-foch-defign. He confidered the paper com- 
"plained vn; 25-merely' the ſttong effuſi on of honeſt hearts, alarm- 


Wh bythe! mesſurev of "thoſe in; adminittration, :Judgin ibe con- 


the utmoſl: danger, and -catching-at-the fir 


ot ah 
i: flhon' of his ov is confirmed? by one of dhe declarations. ; guſt 
no read git is eonfirmed by the teſtimony of. Morren, apdiof 


id, both of whom, though with-/confderable.teluRauce, de- 
_ ' -»pontd'to'their receiving fuch a copy of it ſrom him ;.and-that he 5 
„was the perſon who appeared to have the charge of it. Morten 


indeed diſtinktly goes to chis, that he received the paper from 


f „Felter for publiestion that he was de red to give ſa many co- 


— 


pies to Skirving I he cal led for ir Ahat he: went! after warde to 
»'Skirving's houſe, that Skirving lent ſomebody ſor it,—thay he 


received an hundred copies; they are found circulating æhrough . 
. town, and when the -repofitories'of Skirving himſelf were 
bed, the hundred copies/ were oll · enpended to two or three, 


ething within half a. dorxenʒ .you will con r if that was 
Bot all that remaiued out of the thouſand copies which were 
- thrown off; and, which theſe- gentle men were to. ſend round to 


che public; with regard tothe important buſineſa of reform, 
{ Kkirving' hæving one tenth port of in in his ov poſſeſſion, diftri- | 
c puting them among different perſons, and only one or two ap- 


p ceariag to be left, you will confider whether: you hade. not diſ- 


* per ee, —— 


: 


m hieb / yreſom ed themſelves to their vie d. This con -· 


Aach of Decethber 1793, when the auchority of the eie civil a, 
rate as. contezabed and deſpiſed; when. nothipg hut the * 
| lance and exerijon, of the magiſtrates, to whom the country owes 
| mach, for is pile yr 
41 themſelves upon, this texing occaſion, could *have. diſperſed this 


e eee 7 
"is not glearly and dilliaftly proved, (not being pI RY 5 


tha par of thinmane). depend thy poſhbility of denial. © 0 

Having dd f mpch upon Mig pen e“ be charge, l cms to 795 
die moſt materigl,” the moll impgriank part of l m all 
 - theſe, proceediligs Ren the ath of . 


tedneſs with which whey condatie 
{editious, this Ulegal, and I had, almoſt, ſaid, this trenſonahle = 


* meeting, But the nd ki of the 4th of Geber is ec 
didi to day ed by ane of the Rols's, . ad}, lmve.nq objec - 
don 10 give him abe credit of that elegant, compaſition., bn 
impote uo this panne the criminality of bavig lent, bis, nme, 4 
| becretary of chis general committee, 30,authoriſe fro:virculatiph 


ino the world; and, as ſuch, having became. reſpoulitiile for it. 


It appears from Roſs's account of it, to-have been nzote by both 
| of them jointly; k was wrote the. evening before the meetingiof 
de general committee, at ua Skirving.is proved , to. have 
dea preſent; and, though from a particular kind af far of 


memary, which ſeemed. to diſtinguiſh both, thoſe; able brothers; , 


# N did nat | preciſely recglleft every;queſtion. whigh.came fron | 
one ide. of the ble, though, when they camp. to, be quaſtioned: | 
. bom' the other, that recollectian revined is a moſt extiaordinary; 
aud a moſt. amazing degreeh Aalthough-they; did gox-perfe ſly res: - 
. collect what be ſaid upon dhe ſphjeR, they only recolleded. chat; | 
be would not put his nome. 40 any thing but his un corhpali ' 
 tioa,z there is engugh to ae Yo chat, if he gu net 85 1 
dividusl, yet he bad no objection: to do. it ia hie cn cla cape>: 
 eity; in which capacii 'ba ag fands at your bor, . fearetary tor 


the Convention of the. Taran of .ubt Pente it is. eren cet 
be nover bn the ellen dagrrs, complained of the fat | 
tious hand bill being handed; about with bis name to ik, b which: 


be ratified and approved of the proceeding. · „He bas not told; - 
| vou, gar dare. he tell . you that, when this papet was ſent inta: 


the world 9. Aa * n 


WU 5 
1 155 r nnd pabiln te dle Salle ee beet Fol 
4 | perſoni'guilty of itz and, therefore,” u müll hol3" him ab ñ © 
þ 7» 61 | , -perſon reſponiible to you, ted {Hponflble to the country for this | 
5 | hund-bill, cjroatated wich hie ubſcription anne rd to it, apd un- 
| der his authority, though the two Roſt's are perfectly faticfied 
. | that they wrote this Haüd- Bin, and thar)Skirying did refule-in 
: | yi Ek” | 
ole Gentlemen, i it poſſible e rand the conchillitg paragraph of _ 
1 this paper, "coupled particularly with the preceding advertiſe. | 
3 ment of Pahser e in which he is proved to have ſo dilinguiſhed 
3 Aces is it poſſible to tead the concluding” paragriph of that 
paper holding out # menace to an afſociation, nimerous beyond 


- example, which took place laft year, when every good and wor- 
thy nun in the country of all rinks und Jetominations was found 


Ba ſobſeribing to it? Con you rend it without. diſcovering an info. 
wn nod" audacious menace 10 them for that condu/?/ if they | 
. did not retfuct, aud the Friends of the People would be inno- . 
cent? When eee . ts Ho For the Den „ 
| eee Ah büseas and'equal- 
he h legit, Jr is true the inkabifungs of this county have #right WM 
. to petition parſiument for © redrefs of grievances, "but ir this, or  B 
e n, or any ſet ef Ben whatever, entitled, when the con. 
„„ eee ee ho fend een e . 
"TY wong the people; 45 ſoond the trumpet of alarm among thoſe 
5 Who are eohtented und happy, to threaten even thoſe-men Who 
mn, in the meant of deluGon{” have bees led 60 join in their 
15 ee but who became ſatisfied, as ninety-vine perſons 
-out'of one hiyndret are ſatidfied; that their proceedings are hot 
| eG but to ſubvert the couflitition"of" this coun." 
me and; Dlnow there are any Welkmenning men, who ba- 
5 ving denn led by falſe reaſoning, impoſecl upon by the glare of 
dime mat ſophiftory, or the cant of ſome” man's enthuſiaſm, 
| | have now withdrawn: from that "ſociety into whick 


> 
. 


: 
— 
, 


* 


. | they' had onee been deluded, and that conduct which they nud 
does been betrayed to follow,” He tells"you-in this advertiſe- 
ment, that thoſe members who do not attend, or ſend an excuſe, 
„ eee of which e, 


* 


| 


who choſe 40 retract 
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alter their opinions, who choſe-to cams 
back and join the majority of 'the country, 40 be faithful and 


loyal t9.theic king and pttachel to their conflitution, pe 


menace held ou to. them that they would he publicly called 


upon, in as public's may as. this-paper is circulated, to intimiy 
; ate. them from following the difatey of their conſcjences, an 
rh exciting them to join in forming an arbitrary government, 5 
| than that deſpotiſm of which, a neighbouring country affords & 

7 example z domineering over the minds and bodies of their 

,  trymen, and owning no. authority, bat that which. they mark 


with atrocious acts of injuſtice and cruelty... 
Gentlemen, let us nom come to che material poike of hiv eaſes 


7 tet us conſider the proceedings of the Britiſh, Convention of the 
delegates of the peaple, aſſociated to obtain upiverſal ns 


- and annual parliaments; 2 convention which, in its name and in / 


= 


its objeQ, though the meeting was originally, and has for ſows 
| time paſt, gone under the name of the Friends of the People, 


ind only holding out,.as their end, the obtaining a reform in 


parliament, has now, with an audacity which has, excited, 
+ the attention of this metropolis, not the attention of Scotlat 


alone, not the notice of England only, but of Ireland; =y 


believe, of the whole empire at large; EY 
Attention even of France itſelf, and been there the objeR of ad- 
mitstiog; a meeting, which, in its avowed object, tends not ig 
reform, as they pretended, but to ſubvert the gonſtitution. Lex 4 


' theſe men argue as they pleaſe, let them declaim till they are 


- bk, uniyerſal ſuffrage. is a thing which the conſtitution of thi 
country never did recognize, for the beſt of all poſlible reaſons. - 


| becauſe it is imprafticable z and if ever attempted to be dürfte 
* into execution, 2s it-way well obſerved, by my.eloquent friend 


to day, would tend juſt to the preciſe ſame effekts and 


dus conſequences, which we. have ſeen, eee 
dle preſent. day, in a veighhouring country. 


Gentlemen, two things are. to be materially weighed nbd con- 


| fidered by you upon this indictment. 


Ia the firſt place, ae of that wonting of mhich 


| ds man mas mea, -and " SIO? 


LAN N3 
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* 
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We 


=” ringleader, and chief eh I calling it together, the - 


4% thing you maſt ebüfldet, with deliberation and cace, it, way 


N rough, vgmrmng ne 
„4s poffelfed the 1 t of deteraiaig'the law, as well as the. 


I. fact; your opivjon'maff be matle up upon the point. Is this meet- 
* ſeditious,” or not! Kad, If you determine it in the former 


Fa, chen yoo' will enquire" into the ſufficiency, or inſufficiency 


-# the evidance;” It ſhall de my buſineſs to endeavour to fatisfy 
E char you have eyery eyidence If the feditious wature of it 


tit eu can teafonably require, and that the nature of the caſe 
admits ; "more indeed than, I believe, could bave been expefted 
from a meeting, ſuch as this, which with all its ayowed pretexts 


| and pretenſions, } will point out to'you in ſeveral parts of their 
Condit, their own firm con viction, that they were adding a dan- 


rous part; and that the conduct that they were following 


not ſuch as the uw of their country recogbited. It ſeems, | 
' from ſomes parts of the evidence, which I mall immediately no- 


- tice, that they could got even in theſe meetings h ifle their own 
ſciences; ; there was that flent monitor within which, (with 
'Þ that pretence' "of reform, and that confidence which ſome 


ve expreſſed to day, of the legality of their proceedings, 


„ Whiſpered to. them this, that the) were carrying on a kind of 


«| ebſduRt „hieb, if Uifcovered, they mult falfer for, and proves 
their own conviction of a fenſe of the ſediti tious nature of their 


proceedings. In a country'fuch as this nor indeed in apy coun- 
„ pollefſing an eftabliſhed ſyſtem. of Government, aud much 


| el, in ſuch a country as this, where the opinions of the people 
are made up upon the wiſdom of that government, and are at- 


takbed to it, by the ſureſt of all tles, if the magiſtrates are ac- 
tive in the execution of their duty, it is not to be expected that 
any ſuch meering as this would difeAly av an attempt to ſub- 
vert thy government, of conſtitution of this oountry;j you way 


reſt afſgred you will always find ſome pretext or other held 


to clonk their proceedings, till rhe moment ſhall come when 


8 they ſhall think it ſafe, to avow them. Had we at preſent been 
| trying the condukt of this man, by any thing which paſſed in the 
S DEE 8 *. 


he. — 


Is 


ſubſequent week, or ten days, theſe Gentlemen have done away _ 


% % 


7 pn a eo 
Wat (footy ert. hes Lhe the Gove read-From the: mis * 
nutes,” we ſhould'bave had ſuch a Saft as pr 

hs at to decide whether they were really and truly 


+, for the purpoſe of a reform Bhs. nachos rt 


mat for the oozpels of deſtroying the e e country; 
but from. the date of the aſſumption of this name, and during = 


| even the ſhadow of a maſk over their proceedings ;in every wode' . 


direQly and poſitively upon the model of che Freoch copveny 
don; and 1 defire you to take this along with you, When / you. 

- conſider this ſubjeQ; that although' this meeting was illegal in 
every part of it, chat it is becauſe it i cnYHention, forming” _ 


- ;eſelf upon the model of » nation, with which we are at rar, + 


proving itſelf to be ſo by every menns' thay conld; adopt” to u- 
tiefy all che world, that that was their intention, "except that. 
{Bs have not faid we deſire to have « French-republic formed 
| here, ſubſtituted in the place of our own; except, that they huve' 
not ſaid ſo, otidem perbit; every other circumſtance of their 
Conduct directly points to that object alone. They make uſe 
ol the term citizen. A ſmile, I obſerve, to drop from the pan- 
nel at the bar, and from his friends who, I underſtand; are 
now fitting round him, and ſome of whom, I am afraid, muſt ſoon m 
tand in his place, as if the aſſumption of the word citzen, was 
of no importance, and ug u very high, and a very diflioguithed 
member of this ſociety, the deputy ſecretary, declared, that a8 
Burgeſs of Edinburgh, he ſhould bluſh for himſelf if be did nat 


wink the name of citizen a good one; it is true we are all 


good citizens of Great Britain; recolle& this, it is uſed in a 
meeting profeſſing 'a purpoſe which is incompatible with the 
conſtitution of the country; ad take along with you this like - 
wiſe, that the term citizen, being uſed in every ſubloquent part 


. of their proceedings, ſhews what the purport of their proceedings. 


mere, In that caſe it comes to be material, like the caſe put by 


my learned brother, that he who a few years ago, with a white 


of their proceeding, i every reſolution which they adopt is hu 


— 


\ 


eockade in his hat, ſhould have marched to the caftle-hill of this 


_ fity, and fred a few ſhots at it, nee | 


voy 
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hes very few, words, and. I {ball copkne myſelf, to; that particular 
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yd ah 06 lit 6 bp hy 
ve sten perbaps for his Congdudt with his life, he 
* . » E % but uſed in this manner, it is 


enn g 
8 French Conveotioniſta, 1 giye them no other name; and har, = 
as fuch, they are. offending agaialt the known, criminal law of 
ITS other country upon, earth; and, 25 ſuch; are ſedi- | 
/ Low. You bad they dave committees of dancer. of infiruction, of 
eie; in ſhort there” is not 4 fingle- entry, not a Angle 
. itian, not. a. ſingle fiep/taken by them which is ggt precilcly 
- formed ppon the model of the French Convention; they date 
- their progigedings in the firſt year, not of libergy indeed, but of 
- the Britih Conveation——members are admittgg to dhe honours” | 
— of thy rings 0nd, een every thing exagly tpan chat model, 
"Gentlemen, I figted to you, that the evidence in $þis caſe. — 


| i dhe and, proper, but what js much better, 


den evidtnge, which cannot be millakedSwhich muff qr | 
en which, in the: courſe of your duty, you. are to form 

your! opioion, Gentlemen, it was gat till we had. full infor- 
eee of the exten: zo hich their proceedingy went; nor, indeed, ; 


* till they themſelves entered in the Edinburgh Gazetteer, that 
' which Mr. Aitcheſan told yau, was a paper avougeble to liberty / 


e reform, till they. had entered in that paper the proceed- 


«ings of their Convention, that e warrant was. ilued for their dil. 


parſion, and for the detention of their papers. The paper has 


dees /idemtified in the moll fatisfafiory manner, 2x indeed every, | 


other has, except article eie. ain. dutf is, 
take them into your convieration,, Dane 

" Gentlemen, I ſhall pow, ſtate that. which, of belt js cle 
to denote the ſeditibus nature of their pracecgings z. and ] hall. 
diſmiſs what I have to ſay upon that ſecond and laſt topic, 5 


motion which was made by Mr. Callander; I. bez bis pardon, | 
I mesa Citizen Callander, for ſo the motion tands, which i (hall 
report from the minutes; and I hall beg leave eave to take ſome 


05 little time in commenting upon them; and, 1.zrutt, 1 full not 5 
_ - unneceffacilytreſpaſs-upon your patience,if I follow the minutes ; 


ee en. er a 1 


- 
— 


* £ 
N * 


Ford of the mori) being WG Spe of November, and r. ** + 3 


hat iu cafe the minitter hdd bring into the 
* Houſe's motion for « Convention Bill, ſuch a vai palled in 
; Ireland, it bonld be noticed itandediargly torbeDele ares. % 7 y ON 


| nne eee Fre 


a blank of u page follows in the minutes; and then Citizen Ge- 


| was pot taken up at the ſame-itting that it was made, 4nd welſes 
wore of it till the next day, when we have the follow! 
of what peſſed upon the TvhjeR.. Mr. Mealmaker io 


| ten; Mealmaker in-the chair, paled''s reſatution-\a Hollowaw- 


10 directly proved to you; and to what Roſa has, with ſo muck 
ves teluctance in the Roſes to account for the blank in the hock, 


V 
ee U N Fr: 
© Geiitlemen, bse 2 tend arb thee _ 


——— in the chair, Citizeli Callandit moved, 


| the form of their proceedings it ſhould ſeem: {for th 
conducted themſelves with amazing regularity, that this' 


— 


| Reads from the minurer, ſee Appendix, Ne. 7] | 
Jobn Gartly,—be, I vederſtand, is the town drummer Yi | 
Margagot ras for adopting che ſpiritt of Callander' motion, 

+ thought it wood be moſt advanta to poſtpone it till 


| Geer on reading, ſer; dppendin, No. 0 N 
© Als; upon the twenty-ninth day of Nolan, Citi 


This is in the hand- writing of George Roſs, e 
: occaſionally officiated as ſceretary to the meeting; then there is 


rald makes an animated and an energetic addreſs, exprefling his 
 boppineſs at dhe niotion' paſſed; that a ſecret Committee of 
three, and the ſecretary, ſhould be appointed to determine the 
| Place. where ſuch convention of emergencies ſhould meet. Let 
me ſtop here, and diroit your attention to what the minutet hh —© 


I halllbe able, I think, upon ſolid grounds, to ſatiaſy you why this 
Wn be toes, eo een ee 


his li ove of the groſs Falſehods invented: by the oppſers of kee. 
FF 


e 1 1 1 
. | themotion for ſecret commiteeh, Mitch appears two pogen.after- 
5 85 ; Wh but was 8 motion for vCaprantion of emergencies, and hat 
 *- ©,” © convention pon caſes, fad upon circumſtances, which 
„ cou dent y ſay, verge upon e treaſon. Citizen Margarot. 
© worm 4 That « ſecret committee of three and the ſecretary be ap- 
. 1 0 '\ pointed, 1 to determine the place where ſuch Convention of emer. \ 
Selen Would mort.” Look at theſe minutes, and ſee if you can 
8 ,a0y pri-r mention of ſach « Convention of emergency; its 
; ory that this meaſure was under previous conſidera - 
ang wes now-determined upon,'at the moment that Margarot 
LS it A * his wotion for a ſecret committee; therefore, it is clear to Q 
N 8 de volition, by real and convincing div, e the blank 
 Inthe minutes, which precedes chis \pbech of Gerald's and Mat- 
i e mull relate to that convention of emefgencies, und not 
d. tat ſecret committee which follows Mirgatot's ſpeech, © | 
£8 © "Gentlewen,” 1 Room not whetlier, in the heat of argument, I 
du Toake myſelf unilerſto2d, bur T um farlefied of this, that you 
MAE mult; concur with me, hot only that both the Roſs's, but Ait- - 
cheſop did this evening concenl che troth, to give it no worſe 
. an appellation. - 1 Abink, this circumſtance proves, by resl- evi- 
| dence, that what they ſaid is not the fact; and proves, that ſome - 
 thing- did. paſe, for which this opening was leſt to wit, the 
Ms 4 , appointment of « convention of emergeney, which Margarot, by 
{or BON that ſubſequent motion af hie, clearly und difindly: points out 
ttt ſowgtbing of this Kind bad paſſed before: for, if you Hud 
- _- anything of it before, my argument i good for nbthing - but 
'" ecitcumiinnces. do/ ſometimes happen to come out in evidence 
17 - which che moſt artful. cannot foreſee; and which the moſt wicked 
dead guard againſt';/ and, I ſay;\this-ſpeech'of Margarot's ious 
as Pt | decided and es fortuvate a circumſtance, to ſhow that this blank is 2 
ment 10 be ſlled up with that motion for appointing this conven- 
tion of emergenoy, as if you had ſeen the motion before you. - Mr. 
| _ Aitchoſdn' tells you, that he eume tothe mgeting ut übout paſt 
3 * 10, und was informed that there had been « motion reſpeitg « 
terer commttes, and that Citizen Sitelaär faid it ould be 
3B burnt 3, that Aitcheſon exclaimed agaiuft it, and id, that their 
3 L were Fee nth. e, 9 | 


/ 
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bu mark /this-alſo; that every part of the minutes; previous to 


the blank, is admitted to be in the hand writing of Roſs ; eve- 
ry thing after the blank, id admitted to be in the hand-wri- 


ting of Aitcheſon it is therefore perfectly clear from Aitche- 


ſon's account, that this ſecret reſolution, - which he ſwears was 


come to by the Convention, before he entered the room, and 
* which they told him he was too late In giving his vote againfly 


eould not be that ſecret committee which was move for ufter 
he came into the room, but ' muſt have been the motion of Citi 


en Callander, which Citizen Siuelair wiſhed to be kept kerry” 
and was afraid ſhould fee the light. 


I hope, and truſt you follow me in the argument, beenuſe I 


| think what I em now ſtating is circumſtantial real evidence jy 


that this motion for a convention of emergency was mennt to 
be put into this blank. It was Sinclair's motion, to which Mar- 
garot afterwards alludes, previous to the appointment of the ſe- 
cret committee, which appears in the minutes, in the hand-wrl- 
ting of Aitcheſon z but leaving the previous blank for the in- 


ſertion of -Sinclair's motion. Before I go any farther, 1 beg 


leave to refer to = paper which, with great diffitulty, the Roſe's 
admitted to be at leaſt the ſubſtance of their proceedings; ; nid” 
that fills up, in a meſure; this blank in the minutes. In this 
paper Mr. Scott, the printer of the Gazetteer, tells you, that 
it is an accurate account of the proceedings of the Britiſh Con- 
vention, down to y. 5 "ou the unn 
Nen 

One of theſe gentlemen wa had eee A 
the purpoſe of publiſhing their proceedings ; und, I hope, F m 
be allowed to aſſume, that this Gazetteer, though it may not, 


perhaps, tell every thing that they did, yet upon the anthority 


of the two Mr. Roſs's, and upon the authority of Mr. Scott, 
the publiſher, that it does contain, at leaſt fo fares it goes, an 
accurate gecount. Let us fee whether this was merely the mo- 
tiot for u ſecret committee which appears in the minutes, or 
whether it wes not a motion with regard to the nomination of 


the Convention of emergency, which I told you be was ſo very 


willing to have burnt; what does he ſay * On the Thurſday, 
Mealmaker being in the cliair, they wee for "adopting C 
9 | "7 | 


*' 


(106 ). . 


der's motion—and then it was referred upon motion to g com- 
mittee. * The committee reports progreſs, and aſks leave to t 
again, Ge“. [See Appendix, No. 10.] 

You will confider, whether the bare nomination of a ſecret 
committee could be the fubjeft of this ſerious and ſolemn ad- 

dreſs of Sinclair“, or whether it was not the cauſe, the motives, 
and the caſes under which the eonvention of emergency was to 
be aſſembled which could alone claim this ſerious attention, 
which could only be ſupported by their uniting, which under- 
went a long diſcuſſion and received ſeveral amendments; and, 
when the Convention was reſumed, it paſſed unanimouſly in the 
form of a declaration and reſolutions; but, being ordered to ſtand 
the laſt article on the record of the ne of the Conven- 


| r e Wen No. 11, ] 


| You hw it then diftinAly in evidence, that the motion of 
Sinclair was not that which Margarot, half an hour after, made 
for the appointment of a ſecret committee, it is impoſſible it 
ſhou!d, irom the circumſtances of its being kept out till the ter- 
mination of that ſeſſion, which termination never arrived; and 
then, Mr, Gerald riſes. and makes a ſpeech—compare the Ga- 
zetteer, it tells you, Gerald roſe to congratulate the Conven- 
tion on the adoption of this reſolution, not only on the proprie- 
ty of the motion itſelf, but on that unanimity and that ſolemni- 
ty with which it was paſſed, tallying exactly with the 
words in the minutes, that the Convention roſe ſolemnly 
upon their legs. Then is it poſlible for you pot to believe 
that this blank, the only blank in the minutes, was left for 
the purpoſe of entering Sincluir's motion at the termination of 
the preſent ſeſſion, and that it was this motion which they paſ- 
ſed with ſo much unanimity, which Gerald congratulated the 
Convention upon, in ſuch an animated, energetic, and manly a 
way as they tell you. I ſay, the ſubſequent motion of Marga · 
rot, which followed from, and was a conſequence of the previ- 
ous antecedent reſolution, could not be the motion intended to 
de put into this page. I will, not give. you all Mr, Gerald's 
ſpeech-—be would have ſtood in that place the. day after to- 
marrow, . at his own Hbf 


{4 


e 


tw) 
put olf; but he ſhall dend his trial in this court, before he und 
1 have done with each other, After all this you have « long 


ſpeech of Margarot and Browne, You will hear what This 
Gazetteer then tells you; after ſtating Gerald's ſpeech, which 


_ congratulates the meeting upon the motion already paſſed 3 af 


ter ſtating Browne's ſpeech at the length of = page and a half, 
and, you will attend to this, « ſecret committee was appointed 
to fix U place for the meeting of the convention, under the cir- 
cumſtances mentioned in the preceding reſolution, Am 1 wrong 
then; or, am 1 unfounded in the view which 4 am now giving 
of the evidence, to ſatisfy your minds that it is founded upon 


' the nature of the caſe; founded upon evidence which cunnot 


err, and which cannot be miſtaken, that this convention of e- 
mergenoy, and the caſes in which that convention were to meet, 

was the motion for which this blank was left, and was the foun- 
dation and the baſis of that laſt meeting moving for a ſecret com- 


mittee, which the minutes bear to have been moved by Mr. 


Margarot, and which follow after the reſolution of Sinclair; 
that buſineſs, which they would not dare to meet diſeuſſion up- 


on, whether it ſhould be ſecret or not; when Aitcheſon called 


upon them again to go over it, they ſaid the reſolution was al. 
ready come to, and it was now too fate, though he had the con- 
fidence to tell you, that he thought this ſecret committee, 
which appears in his hand- writing at the foot of this page, was 
the ſecret committee to which the motion alluded, I hope and 
truſt, that, if I have done wrong at all, it has been in uſing too 
many words to ſatisfy you how the truth ſtands, not withſtand- 
ing all that reluctance to tell the truth, which is ſo conſpicuous 
in all theſe perſons, and that what I have ſaid, «nd ny — 
enn be, and is the truth. 

Gentlemen, Let me look back again to the ey I wk 
ſorry to treſpaſs ſo much upon your time, but I feel it a duty, 
incumbent upon me, and I confeſs 1 feel ſome kind of anxiety 
in a cauſe of this nature, however clear the evidence may be, 
for the ſake of my country, or for my own ſatisfaction at leaſt, 
to leave no argument unſtated which may be neceſſary for yout 
ſubſequent deliberation, Mr. Margarot moved for a ſecret com- 
mittee 3 and that * delegate ſhall be entruſted with a "ea 

O2 


C48) 
— 1 
lowing Citizens were named as a committee. There are only 
four members; and yet thoſe perſons, Aitcheſon, who wrote thy 
minute, and Roſs, and his brother, the aſſiſtant ſecretaries, who 
" gave it as an article of news to the public, could not remember 


the names of thoſe four perſons, tho' ſuch dillinguiſhed character 
as theſe gentlemen are, Meſſrs. Margerot, Skirving and Browne, 
they coold not recolle& their names, tho" three of the members, 
Wr now at that bar. 
Now, gentlemen, at. che end of the meeting, it is moved by 
John Clarke and Matthew C. Browne, that « committee of 
4 obſervation be appointed. in London, to give the earliek infor- 
mation of that Kind, mentioned in the foregoing reſolutions,” 
Clarks moves the very ſame evening, to eftabliſh.a committee 
« of qbſervation,” [des apendis, No. 10. 

They may certainly pretend what they pleaſe, but the xefolution 
_ of Sinelair was that by which the couvention of emetgency was 
appointed; This lies over till next day; iv common form, The 
next day, the 29th November, in the firſt year of the Britiſh 
Convention, anno Domini, (which 1 wonder they did not diſcard) 
2793, tenth day's fitting. The ſecretary read, according to form, 
the previous mation of Clarke for a committee of obſervation, 
to be appointed in London. Citigen Margarot ſaid, “ there was 
no occaſion for a committee of that ſort, as there were ſame thoy- 
* ſands, of perons in that City, upon the look out ;” I hope there 
are gentlemen, On the evening before the Convention as broke 
up by the civil power, when they had ſufficiently provoked the ven- 
gane of the magiſtrates. of this City, who took thoſe ſteps which 
ended in a complete detection of the whole; and it ſeems we have 
been blamed; it is ſaid, why were theſe men permitted to 
proceed ſo far as they did.” Gentlemen, they were permitted 
to proceed till we had our information complete; and till we we 
ready to ſtrike that blow which was ſtruck; and upon which we re- 
covered every ſpecies of evidence that was neceſſary; and, it ſhould 
ſeem, it had even reached the ears of thoſe perſons ; for, on the pre- 
ceding evening, it appears that Mr. Margarot had either heard 
or ſuſpected that they were now come to the very utmoſt point 


of their guilt 4.49 that the ſword — mu 
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ing before them were diſmiſſed, and Margarot got leave to bring 


— 


in a motion to the effect, that the momment any illegal diſ 


| person of "the Britiſh Convention, ſhould: be confidered us _ 


% ſyramaons to the delegates to repair to the place of meeting, 


appointed for the convention of emergency by the ſecret. com- 


* mittee, and that the ſecret committee be iaſtructed to proceed, 
# without delay, to 61x the place of meeting.” The Convention 
having conſidered the motion. fully, unanimouſly reſolved. the 


lame, and appointed the ſecret committee to proceed as deſired, 


Early the next morning the ringleaders of this party were ap- 


probandod, before day light, iy their beds 2 — 
* ſeized. 


No, gentlemen,”permit me rn of the. evi- 
6 of Aitcheſon and the two Roſs's, however ignorant they 
were, you recolle they were extremely reluctant to ſpeak out 
upon the ſubje& of this Convention both of them concurred in 


telling you at once, I believe the laſt did not remember avy thing 
xt all about the matter, but the two former, Aitcheſon and Wil- 


liam Roſs did tell you, that in caſe of the parliament moving for 
® Convention Bill, fimialr to that of Ireland, that that was one of 


| the caſes under which this convention of emergency was to take 


place. They admitted that fact completely, which they thought 
was very innocent; but I beg leave to ſtate, that it is the very 
reverſe ; and if I had nothing more to argue upon, in ſupport of 


my propoſition, that the proceedings of this Convention were ſe- 


ditious and illegal, I would aſk nothing more than they them- 
ſelves have admitted, the purport of Citizen Callarder's motion 


and this caſe of emergeney, as they themſelves ftate it. Gentle- 


men, is it poſſible that you can permit any individual, or ſet of 
individuals, for any reaſon whatever, true or falſe, real or pre- 
tended, to ſet themſelves up in oppoſition to the legiſlature, to 
take meaſures for thwarting them in their deliberations for the 
public good, to appoint ſecret committees, to call together dele- 
gates for thouſands of perſons, as they tell us, they are to fix u- 
pon a place to rally ; and, if government 'do proceed to-aR as 
the Iriſh parliament have done before them, that that ſhall be 3 
ſgnal to rally to a given point, and for what purpoſe ? The pur- 


* 


(n 


| poſe: is n but it is your duty aud your bulinels te 
conſider, that if à quiet and peaceable petition to parliament is, 

as we all admit, a bnable and a proper fp, yet if you confound 
with that right to petition, a ſecret appointment of this nature, 
the moment that ſuch a Bill is brought in, to convocate and call 
together in one given point, the delegates from numbers of per- 
ons all over the country. Shew me (edition ? Tell me what it 
is? Is it poſſible for you to conceive any thing more directly 
falling under the name of ſedition, than this reſolution. of Sin- 
clair's, a ſtep actually taken by them, to carry that ſeditious in- 
rent againſt the parliament into execution; they appointed a ſe. 
cret committee, whether they appointed 8 place of meeting or 
no, I don't care, for I take the meeting in the cockpit, to be © 
fomething like it; here then is a ſeditious intent acted upon, as 
far us the magiſtrates ſuffered them to act upon it. Gentlemen, 
I believe/you ſee here, before you, one half of the Britiſh Con- 
vention of the delegates of the 1eople,—tbe worthy repreſentativer 
of eight millions of people, and four perſons, two of them now at 
your bar. Are thoſe men fit to be trufted with the power of pe- 
titioning parliament peaceably and quietly? or did it require that 
theſe people ſhould appoint a ſecret committee to'watch the 
m6tions of parliament ? or was it neceſſary for a peaceable ap- 
peal to patliament, on this, or any other queſtion, that a con: 
vention of emergency ſhould take place ? 1 tay it was nothing 
dnt an attempt, if it was poſſible that the good ſenſe. of the 
country ſhould be ſo miſled, to take the firſt A hr" that ſyſtem 
of | anarchy and diſorder which they with for, F which! has 

l taken place in a neighbouring country. 
- + Gentlemen, the concluſions will be WISE for you to 
draw; you are to judge of men, not by their profeſſions, but by 
their conduct; and if you can reconcile their conduct in any re- 
ſpe& to quiet, to legal, to conſtitutional proceedings, I will give 
up the point. Gentlemen, I might have reſted upon this caſe of 
emergency, but I ſay it does not reſt there, the legal diſperſion 
of the meeting is proved to have been an additional caſe moyed 
and carried in the Convention, upon the evening of the 4th, 
when they were apprehenſive of being laid hold of. And will 
you permit this man, or any ſet of men whatever, in the face of 


bann) . 


your magiſlrates. who are obſtructed in the execution of their 
duty, will you permit them to make, what they call an illegal 
diſperſion of their meetings, alſo a ſignal of this rallying of the 
convention of emergency, in which Mr, Gerald rejoices and ex- 
ults, and which Sinclair tells them, is to be e 
united efforts. 

Gentlemen, laſt of all comes what pen . 
of the firſt Roſs, and upon the evidence of Aitcheſon, what is 
proyed is, that one caſe of emergency was that of a foreign in- 
| vaſion. Raſs called it 2 French invaſion,/ I think the other 
man called it a foreign invaſion, and young Ros ſaid it was in 
caſe of Heſſians and Hanoverians being brought over, but not a 
word of the French. Gentlemen, you will judge of this Cenven- 
tion with all its French terms, whether young Roſs is to be be- 
lieved, or Aitcheſon and his brother is to be believed; you will 
conſider whether the emergeney of a ſuſpenſion of the Habeas 
Corpus act, or of a motion in parliament for a Convention Bill, 
ſimilar to that of the Iriſh one, does or does not prove it be a 
meeting for ſeditious purpoſes; you will confider what purpoſes 
they, if they were peaceably inclined, could ſerve, whether ſuch 
a delegation, from thouſands of perſons, was not calculated for 
ſome other purpoſe. It remains unaſcertained; and unexpreſled, 
becauſe it durſt not be expreſſed, whether this convention of e- 
mergency was for the raiſing a French invaſion, or ſupporting 
it; you will conſider, holding the balance of evidence ſtrictly 
between the Pannel and the Crown upon this ſubject, if upon 
viewing the conduct of theſe gentlemen, if upon obſerving Skir- 
ving glorying in a paper which accuſes the parliament and the 
whole body of this country of injuſtice ; going to wayggwith 2 


nation merely becauſe they will be free; if upon looking to ci- 


tizen preſident, and citizen this, and citizen that to the di- 
vifions into ſections, to the Vive la Convenizon, which appears 
to one report, and pa ira at the bottom of it, admitting per- 
ſons to the honours of the fitting, if you are to ſubvert the con- 
ſtitution of your country, by putting in plage of it univerſal ſuf. 
frage, I call upon you, as honeſt men, if you can throw theſe 
circumſtances altogether from your minds, or if you think theſe 
men were met together to reſiſt an invaſion, if ſuch a thing ſhauld | 


( p 

bopptn, then you will day fo}; but if, us e 
purpoſe was to aſſemble a convention of delegates, reproſenting, 
as-they ſay, thouſands of people, then the concluſion is inevi. 
table, that the purpoſe for which this Convemion met wes to 
join thoſe perſons whom we know within theſe few months have 
dared to hold out, in their own country, that they would land 

an army in this, and eſtabliſh what they pleaſed'in it; would pu- 
niſh London, the proud metropolis of Britain, for its interference 
and defending itſelf as it has done, you will be of opinion with 
1 me that they meant to lift the hand of rebellion ageinſt theit 
|| _ dGovereign—the —: anne 

of their fellow citizens, 

akon beſte Lis down; eee 
unneceſſarily treſpaſing upon your time, when 1 profeſs the uu+ 

thority from which I draw it, the reading, as part of my ſpeech, 

that of an able and intelligent man, pronounced very lately upon 

this very ſubject, I mean the Iriſh Convention Bill, abd I think 

I I cannot be imputed « panegytiſt if I take the words of the 80- 

licitor General of Ireland. When the convention mas moved 

for laſt ſummer in Ireland, it received all the cenſure, it was 

made the handle of every topic of abuſe, and of an attempt to 

' Iinflame the minds of the Iriſh againſt it, but the minde of per- 
ſons in that country, of a ſimilar deſcription to thoſe here, could 
not poſſibly liſten to ſuch a cenſure, it received an ample diſeuſ- 

Gon in parliament z and, to the hanour of oppoſition in Ireland, 
who have in a great meaſure followed the honourable and pa- 
triotie eonduct of the oppoſition here, though Mr. Geattaw the 
chief of their leaders was for limiting it to a certain time, it was 
univerſgſly odmitted to be a meaſure which no country could 
tolerate y and which, in ſome effeual way or other, though they 
differed in the mode, they were bound to reſiſt, Gentlemen give 
me leave to read part of his ſpeech upon that ſubject, becauſe it 


i immediately upon the point before us; and farther, becauſe it is 
more eloquent, better compoſed, and more eee rag than 
any thing I could ſay upon the fubjett. | 
| LHe bore reed an aue from the Suhicitor or. ſpec in the ˖ 
ö Irifh parhament.) ] wks | 0 
| Valk ede if that helene in an pace wdroſ , 
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| Ing you, inſtead of the Tric Parliament, if the Ads 
would not preciſely juſlify an adoption of the ſame language. 
We have a parliament aſſuming to itſelf the name, not of Eng- 
land alone, but of England and Scotland, upon the French mo- 
del, partaking in all its proceedings of the diſtinguiſhing marks of 
the proceedings of France; and 1 appeal to a ſpeech of Mr, 
Browne's particularly, as Mr. Margarot boaſted that thouſands 
in London were. upon the look out, ſo he encouraged this meet- 
ing in Black-friars-wynd, telling them that at Norwich, and 
Sheffield, and every where elſe in England, there were many - 
thouſands, of whom he was the worthy repreſentative WhO 

| had delegated him to this meeting. Gentlemen, there were al- 
ſo contributions levied upon the poor and the ignorant, the de- 
luded and infatuated, many of theſe perſons were brought here 
to day before you. You ſaw their appearance and their 'fitua- 
tion in life. Aitcheſon indeed is in the employ of ſome gentle- 
man ot other, but lock at the lift of thoſe perſons, and you will 
conſider what Skirving has to anſwer for, or what others of a 
higher deſcription have to anſwer for, who, with the aid of ſu- 
perior talents and diſcernment, have knowingly propogated the 
contagion among ſuch perſons, by diſcourſes and by proceedings 
of that kind which are laid in this Indictment. 

Gentlemen, I think 1 have now gone through the greater 

part of what it appears to me to be neceſſary to ſtate. In the 
diviſion of the ſections you will find it co be equally clear and 
diſtin ; the honour of the fitting; a compulſory attendance 
in ber, in every point after the model of the convention of 
France. And they paſs to the order of the day; when one per- 
ſon, a gentleman whom I ſhall not dame, becauſe he muſt ſoop 
be reſponſible at your bar for his conduct, appears and attacks 
the verdict of an Engliſh j Jury, and the ſentence of the lord chief 
juſtice of England, he is admitted to the honour of the fitting, 
I ſay this upon the authority of the minutes. And in one par- 
ticular motion, I think made by the ſecretary, a regulation i is 
made that no ſtranger ſhall be admitted to the honours of the fit- 
ting,” unleſs recommended by two members, and a variety of 
other circumſtances, which it will be unneceſſary for me to ſtate ; 


but I pledge myſelf, without fear of being contradicted, that 
n 
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ts word that I have now ſlated dend. upon theſe mi- 
nutes. Here is « motion made by citizen Roſs with vive /a con. 
vention at the top, and ga ira at the bottom of it; here you have 
n body of circumitances together, perhaps each of them /eparg, 
tim, inſufficient to found any ſerious charge, but all taken toge · 
ther, directly pointing to ſhew that it was a meeting of a ſedi. 
tious tendency; beſides that, you have a motion made by Mr, 
Margatot and Mr. Callander, copied | believe exactly from one 
5 the reſolutions of the French convention. Then comes Mr, 

ownie's motion, and, in one word, to bring the whole diſtin. 
ly to the pannel, that, as he was the ſecretary, ſo he is the chief 
tool and inſtrument in bringing them together; it is proved in 
the molt complete and ſatisfactory manner; firſt by the motion 
of Dawuie, which deſcribes him completely in thut character, 
and on that account alone, as being the chief ſpriug and the very 
| ſoul of all their proceedings, he ſeems to be indulged with the 
power of ſpeaking 'oftener than once, You have alſo two let- 
ters produced, which calls upon theſe delegates, in the moſt in- 
flammatory manner, who had gone away previous to this, to re- 
turn to their duty at this awful period, and come to their poſts! 
| You have alſo what is ill more material, and proves diſtinctly, 
| that this Skirving is the perſon who formed the idea of this de- 
ö legation, and of this meeting; that he is the perſon to whom 
this country is indebted for that wonderful advantage which 
they have derived from the preſence of Meſſrs, Margarot, Ge- 
rald, Browne, Callander, and Sinclair. Here are two letters 
Hurd I in the repoſitories of Skirving, one of the 5th October, 
1793, dated London, addreſſed Mr. William Skirving. bead of 
the Horſe wynd, Edinburgh, figned Thomas Hardy; two days 
before the meeting of the general committee, contaiping an ob- 
ſervation which goes to attack the conduct of the Jury, and of 
the ſupreme court of judicature of this country, 
[Unfortunately nd copy uf this, letter can be procured.) 
Gentlemen, this proves that upon the 2d of October, Mr. 

i Skirving had wrote to Mr, Hardy, the ſecretary of the London 
correſponding ſociety, ſlating, that which, Hardy ſays is an ex- 
cellent opportunity, that he had ſuggeſted the plan of a general 


convention, and it contains an obſervation which, I hope, will be 
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deyond any poſſibility of doubt; when they 


iF (is). 


Ride by theſe gentlemen upon the chief magiftrate of the eity 


of Edinburgh, who has juſt followed the conduct which Sir 
James Sanderſon followed, and for which that magiſtrate has re- 
ceived the thanks of, I believe, nine-tenths of the city of Lon- 
don. Upon the 24th of October, Hardy writes again, thus; 
[Reads 11. 
Gentlemen, I have now gone through the whole of the evi- 
dence, It remains for me only in's very few words to conſider, 
Which I ſhall do very briefly, the proceedings conſequent upon 
this. You have the evideoce of Mr. Davidſon the Sheriff. Sub- 
fitute, of the Lord Provoll, Mr. Laing, and Mr. Scott; and I 


' hall diſmiſs them all, with juſt referring you to a peruſal of 


what is charged in the indictment upon that ſubject, and aſk if 


you can heſitate one moment in laying that every word, that 1 


have charged in the indictment, is diſtinctly and fully proved, 
forced to re- 
tire from Black-friars-wynd, upon the evening of the th, they 


called out that they were to adjourn; they adjourned to another 


Place, and it ſs proved by the Gazetteer that that evening tha | 


Convention declared themſelves permanent, The event of an 
illegal diſperſion was one of thoſe events which was a fignal for 
the convention of emergency to take place, the meeting place 
of which the committee were to keep ſecret from all the world, 
that it might not be known; that a fire might be kindled in a 
place where the eye of the executive power could not ſee it, 
and might riſe to ſuch a height, that it would have been perhaps 
impoſſible to have extinguiſhed it. Gentlemen, you find them 
the next evening, though out upon bail, again acting within the 


| bounds of the city of Edinburgh. Here they yielded to the au- 


thority of the chief magiſtrate, but had they done what was op- 


preſſive, had they preſumed to have diſperſed a conſtitutional, 


peaceable meeting, they might have obtained redreſs, You find 
them again aſſembled the next evening, and Bkirving particu- 


larly, under a thin pretext which you will not receive, that the 
Cock: pit was his own private houſe ; they were to meet agree» - 
able to advertiſement, upon the 10th of December z the Britiſh 


Convention being now conſtrained to adjourn to the place ap- 
pointed for the convention of emergency, the general committes 


* 


G6 


of dhe Friends of the People, were requeſted to nest at the 
houſe of Skirving, at the Cock-pit, at twelve o'clock at noon, 
Can you conſider this meeting at that place, founded upon the 
reſtraint which they had met with, and this advertiſement being 
ſigned by this very gentleman as ſecrefary to them,—can youcon- 
Rider it as any thing but à petty—ſfogging pretence to ſhelter 
themſelves under the wing of the law z Mr. Skirving was there, 
nad Mr. N perſons who were the ring · leaders, and active, 
not only upon Thurſday the gth, but upon the eveuing of Fri - 
day the öth; and when called upon before the magiſtrates upon 
the Wedneſday, to anſwer for this inſolent advertiſement, he 
pretends u wiſh to obey the law z he gets a copy of the prohibi- 
tion of the magiſtrate and, to conclude what I have to ſay with | 
regard to him, what is his conduct? You find him reading a pa- 
per which, my brother who ſpoke early in the day, anticipated 
every thing I eguld ſay upon the ſubje&, is 8s inſidious, as ſedi. 
tious, and us inflammatory u paper as, under ſuch circumſtances, 
could poſſibly have been compoſed ; he writes it in the morning 


| before he goes to the place of meeting: and, he ſays, ® The 


« magilirates of the city, having forbid your legal and conſtiu= 
* tional meeting, called this day by advertiſement, and by their 
proceedings to prevent it, having given occaſion to a great 
„ concourſe of people, which may iſſue in tumult, and hinder 
« your deliberations, it is judged proper to adjourn the meeting.” 
It way falſe when he wrote this paper, that any aſſemblage of 
people had taken place; whether it was likely to be ſv or not, 
he could not know the fact which did not exiſt; hut this he cool- 


I and compoſedly puts upon paper before he goes, and ſhews 
what was the object he ſincerely withed ſhould happen, that 


there might be a concourſe of people and a tumult, that he might 


tetire with precipitation from it, and leave, Perhaps, a miſguided 


and deluded mob to ſuffer for their folly, if a tumult did exiſt ; 
or if there was any chance, that upon this occaſion any riot was 
to take place, the tumult would be of a different nature, and a 
dangetous ſtop indeed, which would have directed its force, if 
it had not been checked by the arm of the magiſtrates, upon 


© the heads of thoſe who were the real objefs of it. He ſays, 


* therefore propoſed to you, to give place to the violence 


( my } 
; « aad aint you You will thereby convinge the publle tht 
« you did not deſerve ſuch treatment; and now that your dele- 
e gates have s permanent exiſlence, they bad voted them- 
ſelves permanent the week before, when it was carried, that they 
were to aſſemble under another name at the Cock · pit; this 
proves that the obje& was the ſame, that they were in u ſtats 
of permanence which the Friends of the People had not come to, 
but which the Britiſh Convention undoubtedly had) and now 
that they © have a permanent · exiſtence, your ſeveral ſocieties 
« will be multiplied greatly, and means will be uſed to lay the 
« buſineſy before each ſociety individually, by printed bulle- 
4 tin's,” Still the ſame French expreſſions, from the moment 
that he appears upon the ſage, till his laſt appearance which. he 
makes upon it; and with which appearance I take my leave of bim. 
Before you, Gentlemen, the only legal repreſentatives of your 
country; and to whom, as ſuch, your country look up, and who, 
I know, will ſupport your proceedings; before you, have I laid 
| the conduct of this man, and from your hands I demand juflice 
againſt him. I cannot conclude without reminding you, of what 
it is, perhaps indecent in me to ſuppoſe, that you can be 
intimidated, , or that you can be overswed, or that | you 
dean be diſwaded from exerciſing that duty which, you owe 
to yourſelyes aud to your, country, and follow ing the dic» 
tates of your conſcience, by the calumnious, ſalſe and un- 
juſt aſperſions of any man, or ſet of men. I know, and I truſt, 
theſe will be treated by you with the ſame: contempt, with 
which I have treated all thoſe attempts, which have been made 
upon me z with that contempt with which I ſhall treat all that ca- 
lumny to which I have been lately expoſed with that; contempt. 
with which I have treated even thoſe anonymaus threats of aſſaſ· 
ination, which 1 have received in the courſe of theſe two or — 
three months, becauſe I have dared to be vigilant and faithful 
in the execution of my duty; and, I ſhall not ceaſe in the courſe 
of that duty, in the fituation which at preſent I hold, and which 
I hold to be a great and im portant one; I ſhall not be induced 
to recede from that kind of conduct, which I am determined to 
follow at all hazards, and in every event. 1 did hope that the 


example of two recent proſecutions might have had their effed, 


— 
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—— proves have been completely 
Joſt-ypon him; I ſhall however continue to diſcharge that duty; 
und every man who prefumes to follow the condud of theſe per. 
ſons, not only thoſe who are at preſent under charge, but thoſs 
Who may not take example from what, I truſt will, be the refult 


| of the proceedings of this-night, they may depend upon it, that 
| the erm of the eriminal executive juſtice of this country, hall 


de directed to bring them to puniſhment, I ſhall bring them 
Into this court, to this bar, before a Jury of Scotchmen, and in 
their hands 1 (hall leave them; and I know they will do juſtice, 
Aud, 1 truſt, we ſhall all, as Jurymen, as proſecutors, and as 


| Judges, meet with the applauſe, and with the ſapport of every 


worthy, every good, and every virtuous citizen; and the abuſe 
or threats of thoſe of a different deſcription, I hal Asen my 
N 1 0 br id WY as 2 * de 
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+ Gentlemen of the 101 1 ws me ptin to ann of detaining 


| you by going over the whole that 1 flated on the relevancy; but 


"ns you was not then in judgment, I think it my duty to late 
ie ben what I then _ 2 1 now call your 


85 At attention. 


- [Here Mr. Skirving led to run over We bees of 
"his pleading; before the Lords of Juſticiary, and haviog ſtated 


to the Jury, that it was impoſſible for a perſon, not accuſtomed 


to ſpeak in public, to follow out the Lord Advocate in ſo long 


und elaborate a ſpeech, in which, however, He obſerved there 
was, he might ſay, nothing to criminate him perſonally, the 
wol of it being occupied in vilifying the Convention, and in 
fitting up a blark leaf of ſome notes, faid to be of the proceed- 


ing of the Convention, and taken down by a number of perſons ; 


de went on to his b d INE een the Ebern to rend and ſpeak 
Alternately as follows :] 


Though what | have ſtated already, in pleading againſt the 


"relevancy of the libel, muſt have convinced you of the injuſtice, 


of charging any thing concerning chat paper againſt me, after 
what had already taken place relative to it ; yet, as the writing 
bas been condemned by a Jury, and the Nn ſeems fill to 


„„ 
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ly ing received ſome copies of it, and upon my giving ſome of them 

73 away to u very few people; I mult call your attention to the a- 

tre mount of the evidence produced on this point, although it muſt 
fs ; ſtrike eyery perſon, on the firſt reflection, that if 1 had thought | 
alt that writing calculated to any purpoſe. which I had in view, io 
at ſtead of giving away the very few charged on me, I might have 
all had them ſent to all places rann, 

m munteche Naur. NN . 
in re, 3 | 
e. previous knowledge of the nature of the writing, nor men- 
as dation of it. No evidence, of my ever approving it z and, ſo far 

ry from ſhewing an anxiety to diſtribute it, I had taken no means 

iſe to ſpread it at all, nor ever cobſidered it ay a writing, that could 

by give offence, or in the ſmalleſt degree endanger the peace 


of the country, There is not a fingle thing more come out in 
trial, than what I acknowedged before the Sheriff, and from which 


I was affoilzed by him, The Fiſcal, who on no principle could be 
a witneſs in this cauſe, did indeed ſwear that I was only diſmiſs, 
ed to bring up the letter which 1 had acknowledged. But you 
ſee the Sheriff himſelf, with candour acknowledges, and you 
ſee the Fiſeal himſelf declaring the truth by his conduct at that 
time, though the prejudice of his heart has operated a different 
idea in his mind fince that event. At that time he believed his 
+ ' firſt petition to be judged and rejected, for he firſt' gave me 
a new ſummons, without à petition, and then preſented a new 
petition by the Lord Advocate's orders, to have my papers ſearched. 
and myſelf incarcerated. though no new crime, nor additional cir. 
cumſtance to the former, was ſo much alledged in it. The above 


in * petition having been read in Court, the Lord Advocate, 28 TINY 

d- u the petitioner has been informed, objected to it, and ſaid that 

£ ee Es hy > ppg ane en nf: 

k * quence of direftions groen by bim.) | 9 
The Jury who condemned the Dundee addreſs, informed of Vi 

1e the alarming ſociety of the Friends of the People, by the falſe _ | 

, and infidious calumnies of vile and venal newſpapers, and mag- 

x nifying the hideous piQure, according to their diſtance, might 
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Situs ally enough ſuppoſe, that, putting fuck. 2 By d 
hand of ſuch men, was" giving arms to the enemy, or a dagger 
to madmen ; but it could never enter my thoughts that ſuch a 


F paper would ever excite the Friends of the People to riot, or 


tumult. 1 knew them too well to apprehend the ſmalleſt dan- 
ger from their reading of it; the facts ſet forth in the paper 
were already known to them. And if this paper fell into the 
a hands of others, it could only have excited chem to join the 
Friends of the People, which to do, is ſynouimous to a deelara- 
tion, to avoid all riot and tumult; and, inſtead thereof, would 
bave been Nene a1 oh to good — and co n 
ſome regulations. 

he public eee muſt eee of me, 
if he thought my reading was ſo contracted, as that 1 ſhould be 


ſtartled at ſuch a paper. I have read many, much more ſtrong- 


iy expreſſed ; and even the worſt of them did not come up to my 
| idea of ſedition, which is /eafing mating ; 7 and, let me obſerve, that 


ſeeing this quality was admitted us eſſential to make up the crime 


of ſedition, at the time of making theſe ſtatutes,and theſe were the 
times of arbitrary government in this country, could Lever ſuppoſe, 
chat at the edd of the eighteenth century, telling the truth would 


be found ſedition. And; if the authors, who have wrote the ſame © 


things; have not told us the truth, in the paſſages which I will now 
readto you, from WII ore pare he _ pared Aud who are 
we to believe? 105 

I have eee eee nge, and will aferwards read 
| fome more. pep” bet 


If chen, I, "who knew theſe Kings could not believe the 


; Dundee paper to be falſe and calumnious. How then can I be 


chargeable with ſedition, for only receiving it, and letting a few - 


friends, who were all on the moſt intimate footing with me, get 
copies of it, when" defired; Beſides, it is to be obſerved, that, 


+ us they were ſent to a ſociety whoſe ſecretary I was at that time, 


I might have given them all without fault, though 1.t had been 
criminal paper, becauſe 1 might have given them without 
er ee. ſo as to judge of their merit. 

I is g. — though aſſerted i in the libel, me 


1 


! 
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fiogle copy to apy, but to thoſe to whom it was ſent, and * | 


them, when they called for it. 


No more is proven. And can doing this admit the ſuſpicion 


of ſeditious and felonious intention? Surely no perſon 
me can believe it, I aſk you again, bas the public Proſecu- 


tor proven a fingle thing more than what I acknowledged be- : 


| fore the Sheriff, except giving one capy to Mr. Kid, and ong 
to Mr. Aitcheſon, of both which, however, the Sheriff arty 
| knew, and yet judicially alloilzed me. 

The Proſecutor is nat more ſucceſsful in his proof, relative 
do the ad hand bill charged in the indictment. He has neither 
d that I wrote it, nor that I figned it, nor approved of 


, nor publiſhed it, nor even that it is the addreſs by the fo- 
Sit, to which Iam e ; ar; I I wad entry hh 


lociety in particular, Nevertheleſs, as he will not give up his 
charge agaiaſt me iu this particular; and, as ſame may ſuppoſe; 
that' [ muſt have been concerned in it ; and yet, I truſt, that none 


_ of my will proceed in judging me upon any thing, ex- 
. vept what is fairly charged upon me in the indi k ment, and al- 


fo fully proved; I will beg leave to put that natural i interpreta - 
tion on the addreſs, which unprejudiſed inveſtigation muſt be int 


clined to put, Suppoſſing that @ ſociety of the Friends of 
People, for 1 can ovly ſuppoſe it, as the Proſecutor has by no 
means proved it, had dra vn up this addrefs to the public, 7 

ſome of the witneſſes ſaid, that the meeting referred to, refuſed 


to pals theſe reſalutions. As all of them were very ſineere, and 


conſciencious, and of courſe zealous in the cauſe of reform, ag 
being that alone which, in theic humble eſtimation, can ſawg 
the country; can it be ſuppoſed by any thinking man, that on 
ſuch a ſubje&, they could poſſihly expreſs themſelves moge aa 
ly. They believe ſincerely that they have been, as by pi 

meal, deprived of all the rights which, they have been i 108. 
ed; their fathers had purchaſed by their blood as was offered 
to he proved in the Houſe of Commons, by Mr. Wharton, as 


you have ſeep by his motion made there, and nat contradicted, 


and which I have already read to you. In what other terms 
9 n 
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thoſe who kept them up, en! in the legte of vaxkiny and of | 


e If they bave not been robbed of their rights, they 
are made to believe ſo by thoſe who ſhould know beſt; the 


|  - menibers'of that very houſe, Which it is (aid, have fold 'therd, 


Fully perfuaded, and high in the idea, that they had at length 
fallen on the only plan by which they cbuld recover their loft 
; fights, and in which” they thought their fellow” citizens were 


Pia ia oppofing them} becauſe their oppoſition to the es- 
| ſures, which they judged effeQual, hurried the migiftty into a 


, Gſtradive. war, which, they dreaded would end, as is now evi- 
dent, in anarchy and ma In what more moderate terms then 
could they reproach them for theit folly, in being the evident 
cauſe of Nn thele gpottry t to fo great calamity * den. 


Wager en, for I mil taks every advamnage of the proſecute, 


becauſe he las diſcovered an unjuſtifiable keeuneſt to criminate / | 


mn. © You will immediately be convinced, that all he has faid, 
abl all the evidence he has brought, is quite foreign t6 the ob. 


je before you. It cannot any way be applied to the addreſs | 


in the indictment. The hand bill is deſcribed, in the indictment, 
to he. a hand bill, in confequence of which,” a ſociety, teren 


firſt, © The General Convention; and which did afterwards ar. {; 
. | . rognte to itfelf, the name of The Britiſh Convention, " did af- 


ſemble. But all the witneſſes have declared, that the hand bill, 
on which they bore teſtimony, was that advertiſement, "whoſe 

object alone was to call the ſeveral meetirigy of the Friends of 
| the People, in Edinburgh, to meet in their reſpeAive bodies. 
It called no meeting of any other defcription, as you will ſee by 
the part of the bill, which the Lord Advocate has: Nr 
kept out of fight, and which parts omitted, are as follows. 
_* ® FRIENDS of the PEOPLE, Ag Lodge, elke 


40 2 793. 
_ © © Conſcious of the purity of their motives and the Tegality of un 


| Ver Weir proceedings, which have been ſolely confined Th 'that greet 


object of national juſtice, a Parliamentary Reform; the 
Friends of the People have beard, with ming led aſtoniſhment 
and contempt, the ae and 11juriour aſperſions beſtowed * 
them, in the courſe of Mr. el "A 


13 


Ae ede emen winding and to ſhew the world, that nei- 
ther.theimbecile redicule of a crown lawyer, nor the unconſtitu- 
tional opinions of a judge, can make them deſert the great and 
important cauſe in which they are embarked; a numerous and re- | 
ſpeſtable meeting of the Friends of the People, in and about 
Edinburgh, holden as above, n nnn ' 
. 0 | 
| L. That this ſociety is determined de adhere to the original 

e of its inſtitution— An equal vepreſentation of the 
People, and a ſhorter duration of parliamentary delegation.“ f 

II. That, without reflefting on a verdict of the country, the 

 mecting.confider it their duty, to return thanks, in this public 
manner, to Thomas Muir, younger of Hunterſbill, for his manly, 
3 exertions, in dhe cn Amann my 
; 

„III. That this meetiog likewiſe: „5 2 
| preſs their thanks to the Rev, I. mne 
the ſame important cauſe, 15 i 
IV. That this ſociety calls. upon che paggls of Scotland 
| nada orenating chnhepjipels and proſperity of their coun- 
try, by aſſiſting to obtain à Reform in the Commons Houſe of 
Parliament, the only meaſure that can ſecure to them and to their 
poſterity, the ineſtimable bleſſings of peace; check an encreafing” 
- and oppreſlive ſyſtem of taxation, and prevent the bane ful influ- 
ence of that corruption which has t i ION | 
virtue, and ſo deſtruQtive to private morals,” ? 

„ FRIENDS of the PEQPLE.— The General Committns call 

on you to meet in your reſpeRiye ſocieties, at the times and places 
directed below, for the purpoſe of admitting thoſe who now ins 
cline to join your ſeveral ſocieties, and thereafter to take the 
proper meaſures. previous to the General eee vill 
be then ſubmitted to your conſideration. «1 int 
1 Waaneſday, 04, 94b.— The Calton — Ane ſci . 
will meet at their uſual places, preciſely at ;8.0'clock. ... 
Durſday, Oct. 10.— The Cowgate ſociety; will meet at the 
ſame hour, in the Maſon Lodge, foot of Blackfriars · wynd, be 
know of no other meeting, except thoſe. nominated, in 
the ſaid hand bill itſelf, whichdid meet T L 
2 | 


Cx). 


kin, ds general maveting; is fo/fcted in the fndiftment, * 
cled in conſequence of it,” muſt have been one vf Reeves! aſſo- 
bintionsz and which might, with great propriety, be termed an 
egal aſſociation, for all that isknown to the pannel, for he waa 
EE A SIR eb e ee een 
fach illegal aſſociation. 

A s lo Aueh proved, by the bestieg ende profon whn | 
was the amhor of the ĩndicted part of ſaid hand bill, and by the evi- 
|gence'of his on brother, that the parts of that publication com · 
plained of, namely, the firſt half of it, iv not my compoſition, but his 
own, und can any perſon faſpeR me to be the compoſerofthe re- 
mwaining half of the bill, when they ſee that it cine an #ddreſ; 
of thinks to myſelf; if ever the ſume was ut all ordered? 
I bave ſhewn that there is nothing in the Grſt part criminal, 

and what in the laſt part is wrong ? Who does not ſee, that after 

eee er MI er Pe Rl | 
thin,” And'if this coomry affocietors were ſmcere, they are now 
certainly called upon to riſk their lives and fortunes, that is to 


take bothilife and fortune from all theſe who have pledged their 
hives und fortynes to oppoſe them, if they all find them making 
good their promiſe, by ill urging and aiding er e | 


4 tempt, to ſubjugate thut people. 


The poblic proſecutar and ſome of the torts of julticiaryhave 
grievouſly rwiſted the N. B. at the end; which, however, if con- 
fidered in the plain and obvious light in which it wppears to every 
eye, not jaundiced with prejudice, cannot be conſtrued to mean 
more than d peremptorycall, to make goo! theirſhare of the pub- 
lie „ 0a en dg e e d Tu eee 0 
their finances. 
I have already ſuid, that the 1 fre 
indictment, is not any meeting called by tis hand bill. © That xt 
ny rate, I am nb way contiefted with urg ſuch general meeting, 
IT the one ſo charged with ſedition, and ſuid to have met in con- 
ſequence of ſaid hand bill. The Britin Convention, whoſe ſe. 
eretary lam, is that well known ſociety and meeting, which way 
2 ar Ae meeting of the Con vention of the Friends of t 55 


* Joch Aaken Ht, and udjourned till Oo- 


, 


ſay, they are called to oppoſe this formidable enemy, who may 


( r2g 5 = 
ett rat ate | i 
ment, and of the following public ere Sar 3 "a 
Fe oO Warne We. anita s% 4 

| Friends of the Pele, and of Parliamentary Reform. | 

1: Tho eee Concetaltn, a6 bee e | 
they had efponſed ; and therefore adjourned to Tueſday the 2gth 
of October next, when they would again aſſemble in the City of | 
... thy: FRG 107 9p ONO | 
ſhould provide for the meeting.“ | 

eee e ee eee cadet e ee | | 
their towns with all convenient ſpeed, for the purpoſe of eleQing . | | 

Societies lately formed, and thoſe who have not been yet af- 

_ filinted with the General Afﬀociation, and ſuch as may 'now be 
formed, in confequence of this intimation, will not fail to ſead 
un CE EI NOD 
to the principles, and the obje& of the Aſſociation. Ak | 
| An eee en eee eee e eee 
Reſeum ſought, and for the not ſpecifying of which, in the laſt 
Petition to the Houſe of Commons, it was rejected, the mode 
of this application, the vindication of the aſſociatĩon againſt the 
public charges of edition, and malignant deſigu, &c. are fub- 
jets which will require the moſt deliberate "diſcuſſion. The * 
Delegates, will, renn oy to __ en e 
duration of the fitting. „ 
Dre 
ellabliſhed for neceſſury, ur benovelent purpoſes, in whatever - 
part of the kingdom, and who may not conveniently change their 
firm, but who are well diſpoſed to unite their efforts for a ſpeedy 
Reform, ar being that which alane can put a period to the calamd- 
ties of the nation, will be received as brethren in the perſons of 
their Delogees,=—fo che Friends of the People ſack not their own 
reputation, but the univerſal good of all. 

The Afociation, in Edinburgh, will advertiſe the place of 
010 mg on W. SKIRVING, Sec.“ 


This is the meeting which I W 4 will 
nn | 
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rann them. 


| ws) 
The minutes produced, may be the minutes of any ther meet-/ 


Y mg. It is not proven that they are the minutes of the true Bri. 
| \ tiſh Convention, with which I am concerned; and for which I 


will ever be ready to anſwer, Not one witneſs has declared that 


they are ſo; and I have never been called on to inſtru how theſe 


of came into my hand, They are evidently the notes and 


writingy of many perſons. It is not proven that any of them 
are my writing; and though this had been proved, it has been at 


the ſame time proved, that they could not be the minutes of the 
Britiſh Convention becauſe the Britiſh Convention appointed a 


itte to dri v out their minutes; and it is not oven hinted, 
theſe are the minutes drawn up by this committee. And 


how can they pour b. tho minurey of the Convention phich 


: 
.. 


The Britiſh Cases 00 ae bs „ jultisable;/and juſti; 
f6d affociation, It met under the ſanQion, and after the example. 
of the convention of delegates from the\Burghs, and of the con · 


vention of delegates from the e:unties of Scotland, and both of 
theſe countenanced by the firſt<taraRers/in the kingdom. It had 


the ſame legal authority for afſembling, as either of theſe. When 


= few of the penſioned, and to be penſſoned, members of theſe 


in this county, wanted to call in queſtion the propriety of their 
own conduct, with a view to put a Rop to our penſionleſs aſſo . 
eiations of the people, they were pleaſed to report nns 
ing, and tranſmit the ſame to the other counties. 

« Report 11th, In addition to this report on the merits 4 
the two bills, the committee ſubmit, chat they entertain great 
doubts of the propriety of ſendinj delegates to the meeting ap- 


pointed for the zoth of May next. In the preſent ſituation of this. 


country, they wiſh not to give their ſanction to general Conven- 
tions for the purpoſes of reform: They do bot ſee any goed that 


eon ariſe from it, for the buſineſs can be more fully and better 


inveſtigated in each county, where Freeholders and commiſſion- 


ers of ſupply form a legally conſtituted meeting; but they have 


no powers by law to ſend delegates to any Convention. The 


only legally delegated body is the Houſe of. Commons; and 
 ench county can give inſtructions to its repreſentative, by which 


6 


7% ole the ein of he counry may be MOON woe 
| „ . 


eee eee of the county of Edinburgh, 
jt > at intended to pave the way. for a queietiſm bill, received 
the following anſwer from a number « (hs * members of 
both theſe Conventions. 
Aer 11th, The en f « meeting thus conſtituted, 
will not, it is hoped, have much weight in the meetings, of the 
goth of April, or with the commiſſioners of ſupply, and the 
great body of heritors, entitled to attend theſe meetings, it was 
the declared intention of the laſt meeting of county delegates, 10 
reflore the right of repreſentation, 40 all men who flood deprived 'of 
it by the al pafed immediately preceding the Revolution, and by the 
different explanations given to it in the preſet century, | 
. * It is curious that the committee of Edinburgh Freeholders, 
| moſt, of wWhom were delegates, and voted for the re. election of 
delegates this year, ſhould have made ſuch a proficiency in the 
Rudy of law, during the courſe of a month or two, as to diſco- , 
ver the illegality of meetings of this kind, and that they ſhould 
venture to ſlate their opinion againſt, that of the Lord Chief Ba- 
ron of the Court of Exchequer, who preſided in the laſt meet- 
ing, and of the Lord Advocate, upon whoſe motion it was un- 
animoully reſolved, to recommend a new meeting of dele- 
gates this year, without either the Dean of Faculty, or any 
other of the eminent lawyers, or any of the country gentlemen, 
having once ſuggeſted a doubt . the Jegality or He 
priety of the meaſure. 

We entreat the committee of the county of Edinburgh, 1 to 
recolle&. that every meeting is lawful upon the very principles 


eſtabliſhed at the-reyolution, which ep have ſo nn bound 
Ne to ſtand by. | 


Cn 


4 The futility of the W that each county oy, with- 
out communication with others, inſtru its members on tho 
mode of amending a law, which is general over the whole coun- 
try, mult be apparent to every one. Were this attempted, we 
may be ſure no amendment whatever would take place, for it is 


| | 
(4d) ) 
| Abit to impoſiible. that any two counties ſhould, without cath 
| - munication, agree on the ſame mode of amendment. Hense ig 
muſt appear that the conſequence of the committee of Edin- 
burgh's reſolution, is to allow thoſe abuſes to remain in the law, 
which (9 «/e-1beir own word!) have. rendered it impoſſible for 
CA arenas bee den- 3517 
0 e 4 Nr Guanan, Profon". 
E ee being a member of the Britich Con- 
_ vention of Delegates from the ſocieties throughout Britain, 1 
am no more chargeable with guilt, than his Lordſhip the Proſe- 
 ehtor himſelf, or theſe other great names who patronived the 
burgh and county conventions: And the Britiſh Convention is 
alſo equally juſtifiable, and mnt be held fo, until legally conde 
ed. One of the Proſecutors, comparing this regular and well - 
known meeting, or ſociety, to = mob collected for miſchief, 
maintained, that any one of the t.umber might be taken up and 
puniſhed z but he by no means inſtruRed, that either by the law, 


or the practice of this court, any man wits ever puniſhed for be- 


ing preſent at a mob, if it was not alſo proved, that he had ar 
naive hand in effecting the miſchief that was done by that mob. 


If the Britiſh Convention is to be eſtermed by you a mob, 


you cannot find me guilty of any thing, but of thoſe things on- 
ly which the Proſecutor! has proven, was my own individual act. 
If the Proſecutor had charged me, as the ſecretary to the Bri- 
tiſh Convention, and therefore anſwerable in law, for their pro- 
cerdings, I ſhould have met bim boldly in that capacity, and 
challenged him to eriminate any part of their conduR ; I ſhould 
have been prepared to anſwer every thing his ingenuity could 
have ſuggeſted againſt thoſe deſerving Patriots. I ſhould bave 


juſtified them fully, In this eaſe, 1 would have ſtated candidly, - 


the object and deſign of that body; their proceedings down to 
the time of the violent attack made on them; and ſubmitted 
the whole, to a fair and open trial. But to try me; individually, 
upon parts and portions of proceedings, of a ſeditious number of 
people, as the in lictment fates them to be, and which were 

culled in 4 very different manner from the Britiſh Convention, 

| which was ſummoned by an avowed: dvertifement of mine, put 
into the newſpapers by ay authority, s I have e 


f 
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ia the indidkment, is certainly the moll extraordinary and unpre- 
vedented attack z and which, I am ſure, the Proſecutor could * 


never bave made, if he had not known, that every-perſon, and 
every thing would be at his back, like bis faithful minion, whoſe 
miſtake bas been ſhewn before his face in the court. 

I the Britich Convention, confiſting of delegates from the va- 
© rious ſocieties of the Friends of the People throughout Britain, 
is juſtified by the example ſet them by the whole nation, and 
which example I have ſhewt you, was vindicated and juſtified 
by ſome of the firſt characters in the kingdom, and cannot be 
condemned] ſurely deither can you condemn the buſineſs. for 
which theſe delegates were ſent up, namely; to take the proper 
meaſures for a ſubſtantial parliamentary reform, Can any man 
havs a doubt of the neceſſity, the immediate and abſolute -neceſ- 
ſity, of ſuch a reform: I will not ſuffer a doubt to remain about 


this neceſſity in the breaſt of any one who hears me; 1 will read 


« few paragraphs from the publications of thoſe who ſhould 
| know, Who muſt know, that ſuch neceſſity exiſts, and if we 


may not believe them, whom ſhall we believe ? I will firſt read 
you from the Earl of Buchan's politics) af h.. lately publihed, 
the opinion of men in the higher ſpheres of life, . 
A rich and powerful nobility (alias an oligurchy) mu ſoon 
rere 

l 4s im bels d deen for the l pot no 
45 government in the military Gothic age: in thoſe wretched 
times men had no civic union, no proper interchange of political 
ſentiment, Fixed, or rather chained. as they were to the ſoil of 
their maſters, the people were without colliſion of ſentiment z 
had no organized ſocieties for the contemplation of- common in- 


tereſts; no high roads, no poſts, no printing · preſſes! What is 
man in ſuch a ſituntion, but the machine . a 


ambition and luxury“? ate coated. 

| „ The ſtruggles for liberty in Greece and Italy, 3 
eloquently, by the Greek and Roman.claſſics, imbued the miads 
of, youth, and excited the feelings of the aged, with the ardouf 
4 — . 
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lane fe io to be * member of = free commonwealth, to be 1 
Mun: delightful name! beſt of inberitarices, beſt of rights,' not 
0 be ſurrendered; hut with the life that accompanies it? With 
[theſe ſublims and heart-ongagiug affections, the ftudy of the 
"Scriptures of Mofes and the Evangeliſts 1 the living languages 

of Europe, and the conſol«tivn of free ageney in the choice of 
religious opinion, remarkable comributed to the creation of 
now political energy among all 'ranks-of men, but particularly 
among the middling und lower claſſes of the people, who by re- 
Hyious, controvetſy- were made, as jt were, artificigt' members of 
ſociety, and felt the inexpreſſiblo and captivating delight of 
thinking and »&ing-for themſelves, and of touching and affeRting 
general ſociety.” The clergy,” irritated to madneſs by the diſſo- 
-Futiop of their magic ſuperſtition, and looking forward to the to- 
tal deſtraRtion-of their profitable fable of the ehureh, perſeeuted 
"the thinking and reforming people; and this laid the foundation 
"of thut perception” of religious liberty,- which immedintely 00n- 
[netted itſelf with eg liberty in Scotland ſo curly av the 


Teigh of James v.“ Pate, hath 20227 ud ats ot = Wan 
ro women, der der be eber mo have been dhe 
From! ths beginning for fortunite' revolutions,” | 2) ot no 


« Fo the beauty, gaiety, and imprudence of Lariat, | 
"he duugbter of James V. we Are indebted for the preſent ſtate 
of ' Britzin, fuch' ns it iv. Had" Mary been prudent; Scotland 
might have become a popiſh monarchy. England at beſt would 
Have been under its old monarchy (with proper addreſs, under 
the Stuarts; and we ſhould not have had occaſion to deprecite 
[Gallic' freedom with the monſtrous bande ane gu 
wy but to deplore the want of it. 144 
* top rather do enquire concerning eee eech 
Dritsie, 18 this ptiſloſophical age of political ſentiment, with 
Febicl awd Gidbt Ybtinteler, "that have bed 4nforicn advantages. 
ho but a clerk of the treaſury; of # lord of the — 
bed- chamber, can contemplate this parallel without regret? 
Alt was in the luſt war of George II. that Great Britain 110 
herſelf under the neceſſity of defending her wide. extended do- 
Winion and of aſſerting! her claim to be the ür nation upoh 
'oprth, The- conteſt war bloody and expenſlve, but the- end way. 
| | 34 2 
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honour maintained, peace eſtabliſhed, and, like the ſun riſing 
after a ſtorm, a young and native monarch holding the ſeceptte, 
and aſcending the throne; amidit the acclamatiout of the freoſt 
and happieſt people on the globe. 014 nie ee eie 

Theſe acclamations are heard no more, A ſyſtetm of corrup-/ 
tion, eſtabliſhed and digeſted early in this reign „ B 
oriffocracy, has pervaded every rank and order of men, till the 


ſpirit of the conſtitution has fled and leſt anly the rapur u 


behind. The forms of our government have out- laſted the ends 
for which they were inſtituted, and have become @ mere mock- 
ery of the people for whoſe benefit they ſhould operate. 

The prophecy of Monteſquieu is fulfilled ; and nothing cam 


dave the country but the fulfilment of the prophecy of Franklin. 


What that prophecy was, what this propheey is, I leave to the 
eurious to learn. What I have written, I have written: ſutu- 
rity will determine the truth of my own particular predictious 
and whether I am to be ere rr urs oro . 0 


wiſe and Pythonic politician. „r wy n 1.59.4 wird 


To conclude: As I think ee delineate the 


ſpirit of the times in Europe with reſpect to government, fo 1 


think it to be indiſpenſably required at my hands, that I ſhodld, 


with reſpe& to Scotland, deprecate the refuſal of a militias 
GCN r are AEGIS nmz 
by my favourite Fletcher. * ag 

That 1 —— ſ—— upertient 
A, — Rat m 
mons. 

That Likould expreſs my utmoſt eee ea 
| of ithe exile of a firſt miniſter, who culling himſelf the mini · 
ter of the crown, with a treaſonable audadity ſhould) date to 
adviſe the diſſolqtion of a parliament, ugaioft-che ſenſe of a 
houſe of commons, the only legal organ of the voice of the peo 
ple, ee ATA ny 4 ne; 
ſo much reformation. nuit 
That 1 ſhould loudly proteſt, that « parimen ought to 
he allowed to die a natural death. And. 


„ KT hag foreboding, the 
1 2 . 1 


— . —— — — 
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bed provide for a remedy by the equalization of the repreſenta. 
tion of the people, it would prevent the dangerous concuſſion 
which muſt undbubtedly ariſe, and that quickly, from their po- 
litical franchifes being brought. to the level of ſurrounding ua - 
tions with a violent jerk. Let us not (ſaid my admirable pre- 
orptor and friend, Adam Smith, author of the Eſſay on the. 
Wealth of eee eee n 


muble of ſupporting any burden. th 


P inept oY ba Ig 
of 'Canada, and our other lucrative dependencies. A blow may 
be firuck, a blow will be ſtruck, that ſhall. reach the vitals-of 
public credit, and it is an event which nothing but political in- 
ſanity can induce public miniſters not to provide againſt. But 
0 proviſion can be made againſt: this event, except that which 
jv "= 0.9 bythe 11 the ne D 
n 11. 
ſcribe this and the following ſheets to the memory of Sir George 
Savile. erte b uche eee eee 
of Vork. s 

In ee ee ee bee e pinglodutidinide/ 


termined, and fixed by multiplied inſtances of changing the or- 
der of ſucceſſion, and attainting their ſovereigns for treaſon a- 


gainſt the rights of the people: and it is to Scotland and a 
Scotchman that the world is indebted for the eſtabliſhment- of 
the philaſophical and logical principles of a free conſtitution both 


in theory and practice. George Buchanan, the greateſt man of 


his age, as well as country, eftabliſhed, by irrefragable argu- 


| nents, in his treatiſe or dialogue concerning the rights of the 


people of Scotland, the rights of all mankind; was the fa · 
ther of -whiggery, and, what is much /grander, the father 
of that ſyſtem which will one day verify the prophecies of the 
V 
tion of prieſtcraft.” e 4 wind. t 
— he goeson to add * kept up the ſacred 
fire of freedom in France, in the midſt of folly and | deſpotiſm, 


till che progreſs of -commerce, printing, philoſophy and ters. 


nn 


ture, opened the eyes of Frenchmen. every where to diſcu ven 


5 to be citizens 3 chat men wers 


not born with gold chains about their necks, with ſtars upfa 


their breaſts, or coronets upon their heads: That it is the na- 


ture of kings, as hitherto conſtituted; to conſider their intereſts 


as ſeparate from, the intereſts of their nations, and to wateh 


| eontinvally like wolves or foxes for their prey, in order to de- 

ſtroy the citizens committed to their charge. That it is neceſ- 
ſary therefore, that they ſhould have only the power of obeying 

the laws made by the people, with that'of doing good; but that 

the power of doing miſchief, either by prerogative or in- 

ence, ought to be taken away. Theſe' were the principles of 

Hetcher—principles that ſeemed extravagant, diſſoyal, and im- 

practicable in his days, but which are no acknowledged almoſt 

every where, except in Spain, Germany and England.” ?“ 


From this buſy period, till the meeting of the union parlia- 


ment, Fletcher was uniform, and indefatigable in his parlia- 
mentary conduct, continu-Uy attentive to the rights of the peo- 
ple, and jealops, as every friend of his country, ought to be, of 
their inyafion by the king and his miniſters ; for it is as much of 
the nature of kings and miniſters to invade and deſtroy the 
rights of the people, as it is of foxes and weaſels to rifle apoul- 
Dee af nnn 
to be muxzl ed.“. 

I I will next ſheyy you the e e 2 — yi 


thur Young, in his 18th and and 19th Volumes of the annals of | 


Agriculture, and ſurely none will ſuſpe& Arthur Young of pre- 
judice againſt the preſent Government, The paſſages which I 


ſhall read you out of this book, are queries propoſed to the pub- 


lic conſideration, by Mr. Loft a' member of praab g r 
together with the anſwers to the ſame, 
i Queries by Capel Laff, Bin of Forfon. 

„ Dean Sm, 

« You have often, and with ſucceſs, invited diſculfions in the 
Annals, on ſubjects immediately or conſequentially affecting A- 


griculture. een enen 5 


ing queries? 


2 0 What nombe of accu n he ben contie of | 


— - — 
— —_ — - —— — — - - _ — 
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— — © rote inthe dies 
oh\vepreſentatives ?- - Art hear 6 22 
na. . repreſeetation be reaſon. 
ably regarded an having, relative to agricultural intereſts? _ 
43. What influence, in this reſpect, apghe be ere ge 
the ſeptennial dusation of parliam ent? 

4. Are the intereſts of eee eee eee 
is progention: to um en. 


ns | Muc at. 
44 lm inprobable abe Amed e 


— or either, would cauſe them to be regarded? 
46 ee RAN ee eee eee eee 
«ive to this ee tro nm etc ina. H 
7. What eee . 
8. What duration of parliaments ? $3 T7 das 
9. as een ger v . kr. . au 
- 862164 4.5 ni ih ST or LO ten 15405) 
e are ———— in Agriculture; Aber as 
owners, occupiers, or huſdandmen, form ſo great 4 part of the 
nation, that à view of the ſubject, as it reſpects them, will give 
a vety general inſight inte its principles and rendency, 
lem perſuaded you will not concur with ſome, who think 
this queſtiom cannot be diſcuſſed without diſordering the peace of 
the nation, and endangering the exiſtence of the conftitution : 
on the contrary, I am certain there are thoſe very friendly to 
both, WhO look to ſuch an inquiry as the very meuns of prevent 
ing Wlent and precipitate meaſures, — bays ener; and 
trabquility, end pebferving WF" confiitution,®! © 


16.2u6 po? he 121 

WI Aue Agriewinye by ber l. 093 
„e acl; WF 24% ts a de 41 it T2015 * . 
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1 — — W Mr. Amen ee 
queries, it will be neceſſary to premiſe, that whatever apparent 


eight, by repreſentation, the agriculturiſta, or any of he lower 


3 


- orders of the ſtate, may have in the legiſlature, 
| forbed, and rendered void by the ſuperior influence of the xown' 
and peerage, in the Houſe of Commons, that a calculation, even 
of the number of agricultuiſts, who actually have votes, muſt, 
by no means, be conſidered as a datum for an eſtimate-of their 
teal conſequence in that houſe. While the crown and peerage 
act in concert, the government of this country is virtually an a- 
riſtocracy; and I fear it is approaching faſt to the ſituation pre- 
dicted of it, by the celebrated Momeſquieu, 11 perirs lorſque 
le puiſsence legiatative-ſere plus corromque que Vexecutrice.”” 
Eſprit des Loix, tom. i. p. 324. The lower orders, of courſe; . 
lie at the mercy of the government, until the middle elaſe of 
citizens ſhall aſſert its conſequence, and obtain its natural level 
in the conftitution ; cireumſtance as deſireable and eſſential to 
the general intereſts of the nation at large, av it is the real and 
durable intere ſis of the crown and peerage” in particular, 

the middle-claſs of citizens, I mean thoſe men poſſeſſed of pro- 
perty, from the ſmalleſt portion, to a moderate degree of afſſu- 
enee; and this claſs may be defined, as ending where the real 
atility and elegance of life give place to its faſtidious pleaſures, 
magnifcenee, and 'pagenntry 3 which laſt are only within the 
reach of ſueh as are aptly called overgtown fortunes. This mid - 
'dle claſs includes all the inferior gentry, the yeomanry, and 
farmers, with nearly the whole of the manufacturing and com- 
mercial men in the kingdom. This claſs, then, conſtitutes the 
| dody of the ſtate, in the aggregate of its numbers and property; 
and if the crown and ariſtocracy, or head of the ſtate, will ob- 
ſtinately perſiſt in refuſing to legiſlate, in union with the body, 
where will be the barrier of their defence, from the loweſt mem- 
bers, is any estremity of danger and public convulfion, which 
the hiſtory of mankind, in all ages and nations; teaches' us; are 
almoſt periodically to be expected, as the blazing eccentric co- 
Mets of the political hemiſphere ?' What an awful warning our 
Heighbour France preſents to the towering pride of the great 
men in the earth: the monarchy and nobility of that kingdom, the 
moſt powerful and numerous in the world, could not refiſt the 
"nk EN Rr gy but bare now fallen vic- 


} 171 X65 * 


. 


ef uncultivated land, waiting only for the fiat * the legiſlature, 
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this Iſland (including labourers, o whom, I preſume, the query 
extends) without s vote in the choice of repteſentatives: theſe, 
with their families, amount to more than five millions of ſouls, 


et above the one half of the, whole population of the country. 


|  # 2; This deficiency. of repreſentation, has certainly the effect 
of dioninithing the.confermce, of .that which, jo amen aſe 


aud policy, ought to be the fir,contern in the ſtate; it follows 


then, that the real intereſts of the agriculture of the kingdom, 
are very little regarded or known in the houſe of commons. 


. As the bouſe of commons is now conſtituted, it matters not 
to the agriculturiſts of this nation, whether the duration of par- 


laments be ſeptennial or ſeptnagg/hnd/ 5 parbape i would be ber 
een pl ee MAL aa 


4. The intereſts of agriculture are W e not at all 3 
ftood and regarded in parliament : witneſs the duration of tythes, 


the jnfluence they and the manerial claims haye in preventing 
' . the. incloſures of commons, now. utterly. uſeleſs, to the commu- 


nity, alſo the enormous expence and trouble of applications/to 
parliament. for that purpoſe: in addition, to theſe diſcourage- 
ments, | ſufficient of themſelves, to proſeribe and-deſtroy the 
plough, as if it were an implement of no uſe or value: hag nat 
an act been recently paſſed, by which the American farmes, 


vith very trifling rents and taxes, and tythe free, is allowed a 


competition with the Britiſh farmer in his omg markets, though 


| he is crippled as above Rated, . Vet the Britiſh farmer is no ad- 
vocate for a monopoly, and is ready. to allow, that che people 


of England have a good right to be ſupplied with corn at,a mo- 
derate price; to take off his ſhackles, aud the Britiſh farmer 
will have the advantage in competition with any farmer upon 
earth, with a free corn trade. Perhaps the beſt anſwer to this 
query may be given, by ating theſe plain facts: An annual im- 
port of foreign grain to a, vaſt, amount: — Len millions of actes 
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to enable Ceres, with ber golden harveſts, een he. 
| ehaotic reign of heath, and whint, and mutton-bones, If the, 
ſenators of Great Britain did not love racing and fox-bunting 
better than the p/ough, could theſe things exiſt? I am here te- 
minded of our good Editor's remarks, on the poor pealants of 
Laincourt, who were aQually inclofing and cultivating the 
Duke's waſtes YO their own uſe,—{Se / bis travel in * 
Pr. 266 4 

«5, lt i is * probable, that a prodect reform | in the ele ies 


and duration of parliaments, would ſecure Pr OS * 


ture their proper attention. 
_ 4 6, Let the houſe of commons conſiſt 1 
tatives for the counties of this iſland; the oumber for eachcoun 


| ty to be proportioned to jts extent and population, » 5 
%. Let every pariſh, or {mall diſtrict in the county, ſend a | 


deputy refident iu ſuch pariſh or ſmall diſtri, to the county 
town, the deputy to be choſen by ba/for, in a meeting of the. 


men of the pariſh or diſtri, aboye the age of twenty-one year. 
| No perſon to declare himſelf * candidate for this office, or to 


anyaſe, bribe, or otherwiſe endeavour to obtain votes, on pain. 
| f impriſonment, and confiſcation of effects. The deputies of 
the pariſhes or diſtricts, thus. elected, to aſſemble gs ſoon as — 9 
ſible, after their eleQion at the county town, to proceed to 


election of, the repreſentatives for their county in parliament. | 


Let the deputies, when aſſembled, chuſe a preſident, the preſi- 


dent. immediately nominating, with conſent of the aflembly, , 


committee of fix deputies, who after ſuch nomination ſhall, ov? 
of the place of aſſembly, make out, a lift of ſuch of the ſaid depu- 


ties, of pariſhes, « or diſtricts, as they deem moſt proper to repre- | N 


ſent the county in parliament; ; the prefident to read over the lit 
to.t the aſſembly, after which, W perſon on the! Ait ſhall be ſe- 
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1 is not alarmed with the idea of introducing that tek. 
tible word, reform, the bugbear of weak and wicked minds, 
How intolerable it muſt be, to the ſpirit of a free and ide pend- 


"3 


- dent Engliſhman, to hear the quondam reformers of parliament, 


men now poſſeſſed of high offices and emotuments, make ſperious 
orations againſt. reform. Such men, "being portles In the Caſe, 
| ary reaping to themſelves the foul harveſt of abuſes, ought not, 
common decency, to ſay one word; at leaft what they ſay 
ought no more to be attended to, by independent men, than as 
the . of thoſe who they know are intending to deceive 
them, for their own profit: but the frequeney of this circum- 
flance muſt induce honeſt men to fear dangerous revolutions, r 
mote than to hope for falutary reforms; for 1 belle ve the pre- 
ſent maſters of this country cannot even yet define Eng gliſhmen, 
43 the tyrant of Rome once did the the degenerate W lat 'bo- 
mines ad ſervitudinem pavati Though I confeſs,” the ſe 
echoes to the late proclamation, apparently give, the Wes 
ſome grounds for the aſſumptlon of it as a principle, that we are 
a people ready for flavery, and to be managed as ſuch: yet mi- 
niſtry ought to know, that corporations are not towns,” and that 
the great body of the people, are not in habits of dorrupe and 
| obligation to the numerous hoſt of their creatures.” 
After ſuch information, was the public not to be alarmed? 
a re fuch a flate—if our conſtitution is 
5 really thus on the verge of deſtruction ;—ought not the public 
to be rouſed by every means, to prevent its total znnthilation ? 
. Convinced of this, could wife and prudent. men with-hold from 
ſepping forth, to prevent the evils to be enpected from ſuch an 
event; if, as it ja now apparent, the evil is unyoidable ? and the | 
more ſo, that the means which pfefented themfetyes as 3 
| t for counteracting the e ties, it they ſhould fall 
| Lge kinon daten of the 3 Late NES 
, e Is 
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prindiples by a ſubſtantial, parliamentary reform. 
Our opponents uſe, the moſt ſtrenuous exertions to miſrepte, 
bend our deGigns, and purpoſes; but have they proven that we | 
have. endeavoured to overturn the conſtitution, They have only 
given you aſſertions, and we are not bound to prove the con- 
trat y, not need we. The contrary. is apparent to every unpre- 
judised mind. It is becauſe evils exiſt Which tend to ſubvert 
s conſtitution, that we are aflocia:ed to ſeek, the removal of 
theſe. evils, and to prevent their further progreſs in the under- 
mining of the ſame z and it is proven to you, by the Proſecutor 
wn witneſſes, that when Thomas Elder, Eſq; and Harry Dayid- 
fon, &, and the multitude. with ſwords, and faves attending 
them, for I cannot, call them magiſlrates, not being able to be- 
cognize any legal authority under which they ated; when they 
- violently broke up the meetings of our Convention. When they 
came the firſt night to diſperie ys, We were aftually beginning 
to vonſult about the execution of a een = 


bout applying by petition to the Houle of Commons, for 
| reform. which alone ſeemed to us adequate for the W 


- thoſe evils by which we apprehended our conſtitution endanger- 


24. We were interrupted in this legal and covflitutional hufi- 
neſs that. wo hag that night. We aflembled the next evening 
out of the town, thus giving way to violence, and. proving gur 
——— hah weak way conſiſlent wick 
daty, we would avoid giving offence, in proceeding upon the 
Game buſineſs of an application to parliament. The Lord Ad- 
vocate has avoiied the taking any notice of this, circumſtance, 
| though, if theſe are the, minutes. of out Conyention, . they muſt 
contain, ſitſt, an unnimdus reſolution; to apply-to. the. Hoyle 
of Commons by petitiony next, 4 reſolution to. take, under con- 
| Gderation the means of executing that reſolution and thirdly; a 
reſolution td make this the ſubject of deliberation ou dh vey 
| evening, on which. we happened to he diſperſed, expetting that 
the previous matters would, by that evening, be all ſettled. // 
I be Solicitor General and the Lord Advocate haye:-exerted 
ry ah. to inipreſs vou with the belief, that the 
Convention muſt have had a deſign to overturn our happy con 
S 2 - 
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Ae They lad we were purſuing a thing inconſiſtent with 
| "the conſtitution, and which never came into the minds" of thoſe | 
Wo framed the conſtitution. That we were ſecking it on the | — 


| « 


plan of the French Cob vention, and that they muſt be right in 
the upprehenfion which they ba ve OW fince' Wwe were at ſo 
Feat pains to Recep our doings a ſec rer. 
As to the firſt of theſe averments ; no bees in the leaſt 'ac- 
qusinted with the hifory of Britain can deny the: former exift., 
ebce of annual parliaments ; and he muſt alſo ackrowſedge;>thut 
univerſal ſuffrage is the very prineiple of the conſtitutibu df the 
Britiſh"H6bſe of Commons. But the fa is this} the Brit 
Oonſlitution is neither more nor leſs, than the independent ſpirit 
. ofthe ustion, always diſpoſed to truſt too much to their rulers! 
| but finding them, 8 any time, to have abuſed this confidence; 
ways chaſtifing them, and reſiricting their power where they 
found it dangerovs, add ad the controul of their owowilh, 
10 'the/eircumſtance of the eaſe required)“ 
Mauch elsmeur hav been made againſt the-manger of our pro- 
| deedibg. The Lord Advocate ſees diſtinctly the Revolution of 
France in every ſtep. Circumſtances the moſt trivial and Teci- 
dental, arifing from the wit and humour of very few individu- 
als, and which ehe Convention never deſigned to open a theugbt 
ot, ſeems to have given the greateſt alarm to thoſe, who} miſ: 
| Tell by calumny; had previoully been made to believe that the 
und ef the Pebple were in concent with the French. And, | 
conſidering ſuch calumny, bow could we treat it by more mark - 
ed'contempt,” chan by holding up ſuch empty büg : beste io the 
deluded,” ab nurſes do to children to fright«them-torflevp, 11470 | 
Tube great burdet of the third divifion of charges, and which | 
have been ningdibed to the higheſt by bis Lordſhip, ic re ſup- 
poſed motion of 'a'convention of emergency, and the uppointment 
of & ſeerer committee 5 but conterning both of which not u fitigle = 
thing ae charged, as if done by me. I need not therefore ex- 
hauſt your patiedce to hear me further on the ſubject; 1 ſhall 
only brave you attention tb the evidenee itſelf of the witneſſes 
produced by the crown lawyers, To what does it amount, ſup- 
| Poling theſe to be the true minutes of the /proceedings of the 
8 e b en to cheſe 
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FOR only, namely, that the Convention 8 
tion and paſſing of a quietiſm, or conventicle bill, which«they 
cannot view in any other point of light but as the putting an ar 
the grive-ſtone of the liberty of Britain, with the View of te- 
ſtoring ; on a proper remonſirance againſt ſo grievoun a meaſure; 
and of getting the ſame authenticated by the people ſubſarip · 
tion? befors the bill could - paſs + through the bouſe, /agreed! to 
have un interim meeting; and in order io void the tagioud. 
forms of calling ſuch a meeting, preſcrided'by the ſanding rules 
of the Conveution, namely the procuring the conſent ag ten 
towns, having ſocieties of the Friends of the People, for an in- 
terim meeting of Convention, appointed the, ſame o be called 
by s confidential committee; in a way which appears 40 hem 
beſſ calculited for i ſpeedy aſſembling oi ihe delegates. This gon · 
fidential committee is named a ſecret committee, and hat u 
the difference between the two terms, unleſs it be that the one 
is ſhorter. Is there aby thing (editions. in this Is it ſedigion o 
complain and remonſtrate againſt what e judge of the mo dan» 
gerous tendency to the conſtitutiqn? If not, hut was there do 
be apprebended from calling a meeting to petition and remons - 
ſtrate againſt it, in the way that ſeemed to the convention poſt 
adequate to the doing of this timeouſly. my 

The bringing foreigners into Aae bas even dan — 
ed as the moſt dangerdus to the Iiberties of this country. It has 

already been experienced in a way: never to be. forgotten, and 
the miniſter that would attempt it, would be a traitor to hit 
country. I. could nat conceive, 8 ſironger reaſon for the. people 
aſſembling tu remonſſrate ; and I truſt that, in the preſent eriſia, 
the meaſure muſt appear, to every unprejudiſed perſon, as the moſt | 
dangerous that ever could be adopted, both againſt, the liberties 
and peace of the country. And I truſt that you, Gentlemen of 
the jury, muſt approve. of the honeſt patriotiſm, of the Britiſh . 
Convention, in e een for a due Aa in Athy $44 
every ſuch attempt. 


Gentlemen of the Jury, alter aided, I 8 infiruſted 4 


relative to that part of the Indictment which charges me with 
contempt of authority, and rep ſling the ſheriff and magiſtrates 
of Edinburgh, it does not appear to me as neceſſary to add apy 
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thing: It In eyidently proven, ad I then bbſerved, that the pro- 
voltiand <agilieates, the proper judges of ſuch en 6fence, had 
ready taken eognizince of the whole of thet matter, and had 
alſo aloileed meu y and therefore, the Lord Advoente had oe 
whatever to-inftitute « new ſult * l. op WR 


la the affair of the Dundee addreſs, | 


I hall: therefore now, only requeſt your forlous tenden * 


' few paragraphs reſpeQing your own duty, which I (hall read you 


* from d very ſenſible boch, thovgh the ſame multi altwady be well 


noir be your. add then addreſs you upon the whols * » ou 


pines As lee ave (de been veſted with (hed power Naw 
,  engliade/ them from; or diſfelſe them of the ſame, were ut - 
teriy to Yeſont the end of their iaflitution. For then, if 6 per- 
fon hould be indified for doing any commen innocent act, if it 
do bot clothed, end diſguiſed, in the indiAtment, with the neme 


of westen, or ſome other high otinie, und proved, by witneſſes, 


to he deen done by him the Jury, though ſatloſſed in oon - 
/ iency,/ that the fact is not any ſuch offence as it le called, yet 
bees ſwocording to this fond opinion} they have no power to 


Judge of law, and the ſac charged is fully proved, they ſhall, 
ut this rate, be bound to sud bim guilty : | And belog fo found, 


_ the Judge may pronounce ſemence oguintt him, for he nds him 
- weotividied' trultor, Ko, by hls peers, And thus, ns 8 certain 


phyſician boaſted; that he had killed one of his patients with the 


| beſt method in the world j ſo here ſhould we have an innocent 
man Nanged; drawn, aud quartered, und oil according to law, 


„ $wppoſe, for inſtance, man ſhould be indited, For that he 
#4 U falſe daher, not having the fear of God before his eyes, Gr, 


al Waiterouſly, preſumptuouſly, againſi his alleglunde, and with 


at Intent to affront his wajeſty% perſon, and government, paſs 


Dy ſuch ot ſuchy/ u royul Matute, or effigies, with his hat on hh 
head, to the grteut contempt of his Majeſty and his authority, the 


evilexample of others, againſt the Peace, and his mujeſty's erown 
and dignity, Being beroupon arraigned, and having pleaded not 
guiky, fuppoſe that ſufficient evidence ſhould ſwear the matter 


' uf fat laid in the Inditment, ors, That he did-paſs by the ſta- 


tute, or picture, with his het on; now imagine yourſelf one of 


(14) 


the Jury that ere ſnorn to try lun bet would you 4e in 
\ matter 1 
„ Nothing eat! be clearer than the duty of julymen ad defined 

by Magus Charts — Wherever the ſtatute 10% has not provided 
« ſpecific puniſhment for any erime, it is the duty of the Jury'to 
determine the extent of the puniſhment : — The prefiice' of 
leaving that to the Court is « deſertlon of their duty ne repug- 
nant to the principles of the Conſtitutlon . 
„The words of Magus Charts are, That no Remes hall be 


atmereed for « ſmall fault, but after the manner of nie fault, und 
for « great fault after the greatneſs thereof z ſaving'to Mm bis 


eontenement, und a merchant, ſaving to him hie merchandise 
and none of the ſuld umerciaments ſhall be impoſed; but by the 
onths of honeſt and lawful men of the Vicinage Thu our 
Forefathert not only prevented a Judge from impoſing the fe, 
but lkewiſe tled up the hands of the jury from ruining «' wan by 


an Vxceſſive fine j—in all caſes reſerving tothe eriminal the n 


of « future Hvelſhood. 

- 4 ut on the other fide, when the mutter in iſſue, ti tne, 
and taken as a naked propoſition, is of ſuch a mature, 88 10 66s 
tion, indiQment, or information will Ile for it fingly z but ie 10 
worked up by ſpecial aggravetions into matter of damage, or 
etime 4 (us that It was done to ſcaiidalize the govertiment,' to 
raiſe ſedition, to uffront authority, or the Ike, or with ſuch;" of 
ſuch, an evil intent) | If theſe aggravations, or ſome overt 60 
to manifeſt ſuch it! deſign, or intention, be not made out by evi- 
dence, then ought che Jury to find the party, not gulli. Ter 
Exumple, 

I the jury (hall honeſtly refuſe to find the Wen in nate 


where there is uo direct proof of them, (vis, That fuch an 0 


was done falſly, ſcandalouſly, maliciouſly, with an intent to raiſe 
ſedition, defame the government, or the liks,) their tiouths are 
not to be ſtopt; nor their conſclences ſativfied wich the court's 
telling them Ven hive nothing to do with that ; it is only ot. 


ter of form or matter of law ; you ate only to'examine of fat 
whether he ſpoke ſuch words, wrote, or ſold, ſuch a book; or the like; 
For now, if they ſhould ignorantly tike'this for an unfwer, und 


bring in the priſoner guilty, though" they mean add tend . 
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naked fact, bes act only; yet the clerk recording i, FREY 
u further confirmation, ſaying to them, thus z “ Well, then, y 
ſay . B. is-guilty of the treſpaſi or miſdemeanour, in ma; — 
nd Harm, un he Rands inidicted;; and ſo you ſay all?!” To which 
anſwers for himſelf and hiv fellows, * Ves.“ Where 
upon the verdiQt is drawn up The jurors do ſuy upon their 
| A. B. maliciouſly, in contempt of the king and go- 
ve with an intent to ſcandalize the adminiſtration of juſ- 
tice; und to bring the ſame into contempt, or to raiſe ſedition, 
e. (es the words before were laid) ; ſpake ſuch, words, pub- 
licked ſuch a book, or did ſuch an act, againſt the pence of our 
lord the king his crown and dignity. +. 
1“ Thus a/verdict, ſo called in law, 4507 veritanc,. becauſe it 
ought. to/be. the voice,/or ſapinę, of truth itſelf may become com- 
poſed. in its material part of fal hood. Thus twelve men  ignor- 
autly drop into a perjury. And will not every conſcientious man 
tremble to pan his ſoul under the ſacred, and dreadful ſolem- 
nity of an oath, to atteſt, and juſtify u lye upon record to all 
poſterity ? beſides the wrong done to the priſoner, who thereby 
perhaps comes to be hanged, (and ſo. the jury in foro conſcientice 
are.cerizinly: guilty of this murther ;) or at leaſt by fine, or im- 
priſonment, undone, with all his family, whoſe juſt curſes will 
fall heavy on ſuch - unjuſt jurymen, and all their poſterity, thut 
| againſt their oaths, and duty, occaſioned. their cauſcleſs miſery, 
And is all this, think you, nothing but s matter of formality ? | 
Much of the office of jurors, in order to their verdict, is 
Migiſterial; as not withdrawing from their fellows after they 
are ſworn; not receiving from either fide evidence not given ig 
count; not eating and drinking before their verdiR-; reſuling to 
give a verdict, es wherein 1 they aer, e be 
nd r ono emurned oor of the [4 
(ehst is, the neighbourhood) whence the iflue ariſeth ?_to what 
end. muſt hundredors be of the jury, whom the law ſuppoſeth to. 
have' nearer knowledge of the fact than thoſe of the vieinage in 
general}, to what end are they challenged ſo ſcrupulouſly to the 
array and poll? to what end muſt they have ſuch a certain free- 
bold, and be, prob, & pals, lun, ud bet of rin vit 


9 | 
the parties concerned, G. if after all this, they implicity maſt 
give « verdi& by the diQates, and authority of another man, un- 
der pain of fines, and impriſonment, when ſworn to do it aceord« 
ing to the beſt of their own knowledge ? 


v Gentlemen of the Jury, 

Having ſubinitted already, ſome things that uppeared to mg 
to be altogether neceſſary for your conſideration, and for my 
own exculpation, I ſhall now, in a very brief manner, ſtate the 
heads of my defence, To theſe I would beg your particular at- 
tention, becauſe, by beſtowing this, you will be the better able 
to judge the cauſe, Kemember you are called upon this day, 
ſeriouſly to decide concerning the conduRt and fate of one of 
your fellow-men, who has been accuſed of a crime of « very 
heinous nature, no leſs than that of attempting to break'the 
peace of ſociety, and of being engaged in praQices hoſtile to the 
conſtitution of this realm, Lou already know what has been 
, urged agiinſt me; and you will not diſcharge your duty to 
God and your country you will not fulfil the ſacred obligations 
which you have come under, if you do not hear and conſider 
my defence, with an unbiaſed mind, with a mind anxious to 
diſcover truth, and to render a juſt decifion. But, gentlemen, 
I hope that you will not only judge my cauſe with that force 
of mind which reſiſts prejudice; but, (in the confidence of 
my innocence, permit me to add,) I truſt that you will ſhew 
that you poſleſs that rectitude which places you ſuperior to in- 
flubknce, that you poſſeſs that honeſty and virtue of mind, 
| Which would make you, undiſmayed, withhold your conſent, 
when the hand of power ſolicits your approbation, PO” 

I am charged with ſedition, and in ſupport of this allegation, 
ſt has been attempted to be proved, that 1 have done ſuch and 
ſuch acts, or haye ſpoken or written ſych and ſuch words, as 
amount to the crime, My entire innocence of this crime of ſe- 
dition, I moſt ſolemnly avow ; and it is your buſineſs then, when 
I deny the crime, to. inveſtigate whether and how the chargs 
has been proved, My defence divides itſelf in two parts. You 
are to examine in the firſt place, whether the evidence of differ- 
ent kinds that has been brought before you, is ſufficient to prove 
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the facts alledged, or to fix on me the writings, ſpeeches, and 
acts, ſpecifed in your libel; And farther, being judges of law, 
as well as of fact, you are, in the ſecond - place, to determine 
whether theſe ſpeeches, Cr. even if they were proved to be 
mine, conſtitute in their author the crime of ſedition. AFL 
Figl. With regard to the former of theſe points, the proof 
of the ſimple facts, I believe it is a maxim, not only altogether 
fair, but agreeable to the dictates of common ſenſe, that when 
you ate falſely accuſed of a foul crime, ,you may, and indeed, 
. -ought to employ every lawful expedient in your own defence. 
It is not, therefore, from any mean deſertion of principles, it is 
not from any weak dread, that any part of my conduct about 
politics will not and the ſtricteſt ſcrutiny, and may be tried 
by the ſevereſt rules, thoſe rules which ſhould ever regulate the 
oonduct of every good man, and good citizen.—l ſay, it is not 
from the apprehenſion. that any of my ſpeeches, writings, or 
practices, are criminal, that | call upon you to inveſtigate the 
nature and amount of the evidence adduced, in ſupport of the 
ſeveral charges. Perhaps, ſome may think it was unneceſſary to 
refuſe, while lam conſcious of my own integrity, that which I 
deem to be no crime; and may therefore judge it better that 
I ſhould have admitted, that all ſuch things have been done by 

me, as libelled, and ſhould content myſelf with your opinion of 
© - their quality and import. This, however, I could not do, even 
ſuppoſing I had been inclined to it, for the purpoſe of ſaving you 
| ſome trouble. While meaſures, the moſt inſidious, and, but for 
ſome harmleſs difference in political opinions, the moſt unpro- 
voked upon my part, are employed to circumvent and deſtroy 
me, and ruin my family. I am fully warranted to deny, on the 
whole, a charge ſo unjuſt. I do not beg then, gentlemen, that 
vou would have the generoſity, but I demand that you will do 
me the juſtice, to attend to every ſentence of the libel; weigh 
the evidence brought in ſupport of it, and detiberately judge, 
how far the allegations are truly proved to be matters of fact, 
or to have taken place ſimply as ſtated. Beſides, you are to try 
the caufe, and to decide concerning-the truth, or falſehood of 
the charges, from the evidence ſet before you, and in no other 


way; and this, gentlemen, you muſt know to be your bounden 
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day. With theſe general remarks, I leave you to determine. 
as to the truth, or falſehood of the alledged fee wn) 
Second:y. I will now beg your attention to the ſecond part of 
my defence, in which I affirm. that the import of all that hat 
been alledged, or ſpecified to have been ſaid, or done by me, 
even though it were completely proved, will not amount to the 
erime of ſedition, or to any crime whatever. Under this ſecond, 


which, in this caſe, is by far the moſt important branch of your 
duty, you will examine the facts, or matters charged in the in- 


dictment, in two points of view. Gentlemen, in the firft place, 
you are to weigh the import of the facts charged themſelves 


and. in the ſecond place, you are to conſider with what inten- 


tion they were done; for unleſs you can ſay from the proof ad- 


duced, that the alledged ſpeeches, and other matters libelled 


on, are of a ſeditious import, and befides, that they proceeded 
from a wicked and felonious intention in me, the accuſed per- 


ſon, you cannot find me guilty of the crime charged in the in- 


dictment. With reſpe& to the former of theſe,” } need not tell 
you, that, if the words and actions aſcribed to me can be found, 
on a fair interpretation, to import nothing wrong, there can e- 
vidently be no crime; for allowing that I had diſcovered the 


moſt perverted and wicked iatention in the matter, yet, if all | 


that I did was of no ſeditious import, or tendeneny; weakeſs, 


and folly, could only incur contempt, and be treated with de- 
riſion. Now, I have no doubt, that I ſhall be able to ſatisfy 


you, and all candid perſons, that every thing that is alledged to 
have been done by me, amounts to nothing criminal; to nothing 


more than what any Briton, with the moſt entire regard to the 


conſtitution of his country, has a full and undoubted right to do. 
Read, I beſeech you, and take a connected view of the whole 


. writings, ſpeeches, and proceedings. referred to in the in- 
di&ment, and you will then be able to judge of their import, 


much better than you can be from the- partial extracts and miſ- 
taken details inſerted in the libel. What can you diſcover there 
| Inconſiſtent with the principles of the Britiſh- eanſtitation, or 
ſubverſive of the authority of the Britiſh government ? Is there 


ought elſe. to be found there, but a fincere wiſh, and an ardent, ' 


but honeſt attewpt to procure that relief from errors, or remaine 
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imperfeftions, te effect thoſt political improvements, — to ſpread 
that Information, und ts enjoy that friendly and mutual inter. 
evurſs and advice of our fellow citizens, that ſeem neeeffary, 
to Improve the fitvation of ſociety in Great Britains give its 

eonftitution purity and perfection, and ts procure to the inhubi- 
Units of theſe realms, greater ſceviity, ſatiofaRtion, and peace, 
1 it get the birth-right, the oideft aud moſt invaluable privi. 
lege of every Briton, to poſſeſt the power of pointing out thoſk 
etrors, which he eoncelves to exiſt in the admibilitation of gou 
verument It we diſcover wherein, according to bur opinion, 
the happy evniiitution of this evuntty, the conflitutlon of the 
three eltates of King, Borde, and Commons, may be improved 
At we ſuppoſe, with ſume reaſon, that the privileges of thoſe, 
connected with one eſtate, may require to be extended and Im- 
proved, and may readily be ſo, without, on the one hand, be- 
eafionlng any detrime at to the royal prerogative, or to the pris 
vileges of the members of the other eſtate, and without, on the 
other havd, introducing diſorder, and anarchy among the inha- 
bitants at large —If, in the purſuit of theſe important objefts, 
we reckon it improper to rely wholly on our own opinion, and 
wiſh therefore, to collect the ſentiments of out fellow ſublecte 
und If we think it impertinent to trouble the legiſlative body, 
who alone are competent to remove the errors, grant the reform, 
| and confer the improvements ſought after, with our ſolitary aud 
- UInept application, 1 ſay, when with theſe views we ate aftuated, 
lu there any thing wrong in honeſtly decluring and avowing our 
ſentiments and openly conſulting with our fellow eltizens z and, 
_ eſpecially when we do o in ſuch à manner, as becomes the at- 


; _ tentive and dutiful ſubjetts of u regular government ? Has not 


this, and even more than this, been done by the favourite mink 
ſer of the day, and many of his adherentsz they who now dif. 
covet their hot-seal for the conſtitution, by watebing, with ſuch 
unnlous concern and ſuſpicion, the actlons of others / But 1 need 
not init, for it is known to every one what has been done, and 
what has been ſald by them. You know theilt ſentiments were 
the ſame with ours, You know that the friends of reform in 
thoſe leſt irritable times, met openly and without abſtruftion, 

and that their words and conduct, (not leſs expredive of thelt 
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foaitonis, than our Words aud actions are of outs as prefent;) 
if not approved of by every one us proper, Were not denied by 
auy one, to be ev6fiitent With the ſpirit of the eontlitution, and 
the libetty of diſcuſſion permitted by our laws. With ſuch up- 
tight views, to meet with undue oppolition, contiutiely, 26d 
even oppreſſion from out fellow ſubjefts, who happen to differ 
from us In opinion, mull ſurely be itkſotie, aud calculated to en- 
aſperate. Hut we have hitherto behaved, and will always con- 
duct vutſelves with moderation and quictneſs, Though we have 
reaſon to believe, that the preſent oppoſition to Our ſentiments 
and eondudt, js too poitited and 100 perſonal, to atiſe wholly from 
« ſitiple difference of opinion 4 and, though we may ſuſpeft that 
ſome oppoſe us, becauſe they derive advantages from the cots 
ruptlons, which we defits to have temoved, yet no bad freak: 
ment has ever yet ſeduced us from our principles, of proveked 
us to turbulente; and it has been our conſtant prayer to the 
God of Peace, that amidit the (hakings of the nations, He 
would bleſs with unity and concord, the lababitents of theſs 
iſlands. As we conceived the civil en, to be taſk, and 
to act unconltitutionally, in difperfing and forbidding our meet 
ings, our aſtoniſhment, at what we deemed an unmerited inſult, 
and our defire to affert our privileges, will ſufficiently account 
for our wilhing to continue out weetings,. No rudeneſs how. 
ever, was ever meant of ewn by us, 4s the witneſſes for the 
srown have atteſted y and auothet public meeting, If it could 61 
be procured in Edinburgh, but at the ik of public order and 
_ tranquility is the ſmalleſt degree, would neither have been de- 
fired, nor attempted. You will ſee then, gentleinen, that there 
is nothlug of a ſeditious of lnflatimatory tendene y, to be infer- 
red from our behaviour to the magiſtrates and ſheriff, even 
though in our opinion, they unwartantably and forcibly depri- 
ved us of our acknowledged privileges,—Had we given place to 
the arm of power, directed us it then was, even more ſlowly 
than we did, it would have been no more but « trifling milde- 
meanor, by no means an approach to ſedition, It could only be 
ſaid, that our ſubmiſſion was thy, for reſiſtance we made note, 
The interpretation which has been attempted to be put upon 
ſame of the inſcriptions quoted in the libel, by the Lord Advo- 
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ente, 1s altogether forced and conſtrained, Nothing more was 
ever fought after by myſelf and the other Friends of the People, 


than the informatlop of the country, and the acquiſition of friends 
to reform, to be obtained In a manner conſiſtent with the ſpirit of 


dhe eonititution, and reſpectful ro the legiſlature, If we wiſhed for 


more, it was the ſteady adherence, and the amicable union of 
the friends of reform, and good concord and neighbourhood with 
every elaſt of elilaens, that we might glve the neceſſary reſpeRta» 
bility to that eauſe, which we Judged of prime advantage to the 
nation, Our ſolleltens perſeverance in the purſult of a conili- 
tutional reform, can never in ſalrneſs, be conſtrued as an Inſult 
0 the legiſlature of our country, far leſs can it be branded as an 


attempt to deftroy its approved, and happy eonſſitutlon. 


The pulpable miſconftruction attempted to be put on our 

conduct, I meun on the conduRt of the geners! ſociety or eollee 
tlon of the delegates of the Friends of the People, called by way 
of diftintion from the others, the Britiſh Convention, from certain 
words ſuppoſed to be fimilar to thoſe uſed by the French having 
been accidently employed, is nardly deſerving of notice, The 
uſe of ſuch terms may vex a weak car, or enrage a peeviſh mind 
but it will neither diſguſt nor alarm « ſound and happy patriot, 
nor any true friend to the Britilh confiitution, The employ- 
ment of theſe words ariſing wholly from accident, or from the 
whim of one or two individuals, might be defended, As they 


are ſufficiently logical, not uncommon in our language, and not 
diſreſpe&ful to any thing Britiſh 3 but they are too er 


ble to require any further apology. 
„ TAKE NOTICE OF THE NATYAE OF THE CRIME CHARGRD, AND WHAT 


| LAW THE PROSECUTION 14 GROUNDED UPON, AND DISTINGUISH THE SUP» 
verb CRIMINAL FACT, THOUGH YOU MAY THINK THE SAME PROVED, 
| ROM THE AGORAVATING CIKCUMSTANCKS, WHICH AKE MOT PROVED, 


To oonelude, alluſions have been made to the affairs of France, 
But with theſe | have nothing to do. 'I'his much however, I will 
ay, that exceſſes and ſanguinary meaſures, make no part of my 
principles, And | truſt that ſuch me«ſures, and ſuch conduct as 
has been attributed unjuſtly to that people, will never, aud far 
leſs at preſent, be adopted by Britiſh tribunals nor appro» 
ved of by Britich ſubjecle; and ravy He who hath the 
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hearts of all men in his hand, influence you to an d- 
blaſſed dove of the truth, and dlrect you to return ſuch a ver- 
di, as will be conſiſtent with the future pence and conſolation 
of your own minds, ſuck a verdiet, as will 8ecord with thoſe 
principles of free enquiry and communication, which are natural 
to men, as rational and ſocial beings, and which are recognis- 
ed by the law and conſtitution of this country, 

Permit me to remind you of the advice of s learned Judge, | 

% / verily" (faith he) “ bad raiber twenty evil doors ſhould 
e/eape death through tenderne/i, or pity, than that one innocent man 
oui be un condemned," 

I ſhall conclude with that excellent advice of my lord Colo, 
which he generally addreſſes to all Judges, but may no leſs pro- 
perly be applied to jurors 

% Fear not to do right to all, and to deliver your verdlets juſt- 
ly according to the laws; for fear is nothing but a betraying of 
the ſuccours that reaſon ſhould afford ; and if you ſhall Gncerely 
execute juſtice, be aſſured of three things ; 

% 1, Though ſome may malign you, yet God will give you 
his bleſſing, 

4 2, That though thereby you may offend great men, and 
favourites. yet you (ball have the favourable kindneſs of the Al- 
mighty, and be bis favourites,” 

„And laſtly, that in ſo doing, againſt all ſcandalous com- 
plaints, and progmetical devices, againſt you, God will defend 
you as with « ſhield," For thou, Lord, wilt give « bleſſing. 
unto the righteous. and with thy favourable kindneſs wilt thou 
defend him as with & (hleld.” P/a/m v. 15. 

Lord Yutice Clerk. / | 

Gentlemen of the Jury, after ſo long « trial, and after hearing 
ſo much, I ſhould not think it proper to detain you long; but, 
without running over and reciting the evidence, I would ſubmit 
to your conſideration, a few general obſervations, which may 
be of uſe in forming your opinion upon the caſe, 
Gentlemen, the crime here charged is that of (edition, by the 

penal law of Scotland, it is « crime very different from the law 
of England; for it is not neceſſary to have any act of parliament 
for it. Dut Gentlemen, although there is no ſpecial act of par- 
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Hametit for it, It ts very well Known that It Ie « crime of « vieh 
nature, and of a dangerous tendeney. | take the crime of ſedl- 
tion, to be vio/aring the peace and order of ſatiety ; and, it is at- 
| tended with different degrees of aggravation, according to what 
Is the object of it. When ſedition has a tendency, to overturn 
the conſtitution of this country; It borders upon high treaſon 1 
and if it goes that length, ft loſes the name of fedition, and is 
bufled under the greater erime of high treaſon z and © very lit- 
tle more than is contained in this Indictmett, would have made 
& the erime of high treaſon, The erime charged le that of ſedi- 
tioh, and the public proſecutor, has in the minor propoſition, 
enumerated u variety of cireumitances from which he infers this 
erime of ſedition, and the concluflon of the libel, is that theſe 


facts or part thereof, being found proved by the verdi of an 


affize, he ſhall be puniſhed with the pains of law. 

| Gentlemen, although the public Proſecutor, in juſtlee to the 
party, that he might ſee bis way clear, to make his defence, has 
enumerated u variety of cireumſtances, from which he infers, that 
this pannel was guilty of the crime of ſedition. In order to pro- 


fary that all theſe facts ſhould be proved, but the queſtion you 
are to try, is whether he has been guilty, art or part, whether 
ſuch fats and circumitances, as are ftated, are not ſufficient to 
- evnvince you, that the pannel has been guilty of the erime of ſe- 
lon; if you upon the whole are ſatisfied, that what is proved 
againſt him, does not amount. to the crime of ſeditionz or is not 
ſufficient to blick his guilt, you will find him not guilty, or 
- the libel not proved, but if you think it is ſufficient, then you 
will find the oppoſite verdiQ that he is guilty, ot that the libel 
is proved. 
Gentlemen, in conſidering this caſe, one thing oceurs to me, 
and that is the conjunQure under which theſe faQts are alledged j 
it was during the time when this nation is engaged in « bloody 
war, with a neighbouring nation, conſiſting of millions of the 
moſt proſſigate monſters that ever diſgraced humanity, juſtice 
will never enter into their ideas, but they ſwallow up all before 


them, and I ſoy Gentlemen, that the greateſt union in this na 


tion, is neceſſary in theſe circumſtances, to ſupport us under this 


dceure a verdict, finding him guilty of theſe erimes, it is not neceſ. 


— 


cm. 
- war, and therefore, Gentlemen, ſuppoſing that in here leis 
- tloti, bas been feeling ſome grievances, from any imperfettion 
attending the conſtitution, 1 lay, under theſe circuts ſtances, this 
js not the time to apply for relief, and 1 appeal to your own 
feelings, and your good ſenſe, if it would not be brought forward 
better at any other time, and that we ſhould employ all our 
force to get tid of that foreign enemy upon which the ſafety | 
and the happineſs of the country does in « great meaſure depend, 
- 1, Gentlemen, any perſon who had never heard of the name of 
Great Britain, and knew nothing of its con(titution. if the pros 
veedingts of theſe Friends of the People and this Convention, and 
their publications were put into his hands, 4 think the conolu - 
fon that would be naturally diawn by ſuch à perſon, would be, 
chat it was a nation, the moſt wretched under the fun; that we 
were living under the moſt deſpotic governraent upon the face of 
the earth, and were the moſt unhappy of mankind y/ that 1 thiak 
would be the idea of a man who knew nothing of this. country, 
upon reading the publications of this Convention, But Gentle» 
men, I appeal to your own feelings and ybur on knowledge, 
how much it is the reverſe of that. | believe every one muſt 
admit, that of all the nations under the ſuti; Great Britain is the 
huppieſt z and that under all the imperfections that may attend 
their conſtitution, it is the moſt complete ſyſtem of government, 
that ever exiſted upon the face of this earth, with all its imper- 
fections. I am ſure, Gentlemen, you muſt ell be ſenfible that, 
you enjoy your lives and your properties, and every thing tha 
is dedr to you iv perfect ſecurity, every man is certain that he 
Will not be deprived of avy thing that belongs to him, and there 
ie no man, let him be as great a grumbletonian 8s he will, if he 
is aſked where he is hurt by the imperfe ions of the conititu- 
tion, he cannot tell you, but on the contrary that he is living 
happily under it, Gentlemen, when that is the caſe, what con- 
ſtruction muſt ydy put upon the proceedings of a ſociety, who 
repreſent this countty as on the very brink of deftruRtion / I ſub- 
malt to you whether that is the work of the people, who have a 
real regard for ſociety, and if you are of opinion, that theſe 
meetings are of a ſeditious nature und of « ſeditious tendency ; 
den the queſtion comes home to the panne at the bar, you 
9 
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mul nod him guilty; for Gentlemen, 1 muſt obſerve to you, that 


it is « rule in la v, and a rule in good ſenſe, that if « meeting is 
illegal, all the members of that meeting ate liable for every 
thing illegal that is done at that meeting, the whole meeting 


bre underſtood to be guilty, art and part in the crime that jy 


committed, and they are all and each of them atvenable to the 
laws of their country for what they have done. And at com- 
moh law, even in the commillion of the crime of murder, und 
robbery, fore perſons may be mote active than others, but they 


are all guilty art and part, and all equally liable to the puniſh. 


ment of the law z/ and thoſe who have been more criel than the 
reſt. may have  greatet ſliag in theit own minds, but, in the eye 
of the law, they are all guilty art and part, Then, Gentlemen, 
you are th conſider bow far you can think Mr. Skirving inno- 


| ont; When it is proved to you, by a number of witneſſes, ſome 


of their own Convention, and what js beſt of all is his own de- 
elaration,/ that he himſelf was not only preſent at all their meet- 
inge, but was ſecretary of the ſociety, entruſted with every thing 
done by them, and according to the proof this day laid before 
you, when the officers of the law went, they ſeized all the pa- 

pers and minutes of their proceedings. If you are of opinion f on 


thoſe meetings ate of a ſeditious natute, how is it poſſible to 
| KGnd this man innocent, the whole meeting being guilty art and 


part, and he being ſecretary, is the moſt active man, if one man 
can be more guilty than another, it is that man now tending at 


we bar, 
Gentlemen, thay is ths general nature of the 406. I. hall 
not go over the particulars, but there is one thing 1 mult take 


notice of jult gt the very firſt, Fyſhe Palmer's publication, of 


all that ever I read, is of the moſt ſeditious tendency, and a 


more wicked publication jt 'was not poſſible for human inven- 
tion to deviſe, and accordingly Palmer was very juſtly indicted 
for that compoſition, and he was found guilty at the laſt circuit 
at Perth,” by « moſt reſpectable Jury, in conſequence of which 
he is condemned to baniſhment, by tranſportation. Gentlemen, it 
4s clearly proved and acknowledged by Skirving himſelf, that he 
was active in eirculating that libel, and there cannot be a doubt 


| that if p man circulates ſeditious libels, he is equally guilty with 
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the wan who compoſes it; if a man compoſes a ſeditious libel, 
und it goes tio farther, ſociety ls not hurt by it, but the man 
who publiſhes it, does more miſchief than the man who compoſes 
it. To be ſure Palmer way juſtly found guilty of ſedition, becauſe 
he allowed it to go out to the world, and I ſay Skirving is equally. 
guilty of the pains of law with Palmer and it would be very 
difficult for me to conceive it poſſible, that this man, now at the 
bar, can be found not guilty, | 
| Gentlemen, 1 will not run through all the othed evidence, for 
indeed almoſt every article of this libel is proved, but the next 
dtticle is the hand bill z it is true he does not ſeem to be the au- 
thor of that hand bill, but his name is at it, many thouſands 
were printed and circulated, ſent to the Convention, and ſhe does 
not find fault with it; that is acquieſeing in the thing, and by 
not oppoſing his name at that writing, he rendets himſelf art“ 
and part in that publication, which publication contains matter 
in itſelf, I think of a very criminal nature, I own there is one 
part of it, the laſt paragraph that appeared to me to be of « ves 
ry ctiminal nature indeed, and it is ſet forth in the indictment. 
„ Had certain Gentlemen countenanced this aſſociation laſt year, 
« inſtead of pledging their lives and and fortunes to prompt a cor - 
4 rupt and ambitious Minifity to engage in « war, which could 
« only bring guilt and ruin on the nation, we might have been 
« ſtill enjoying uncommon proſperity, and a apy underſtanding 
4* amongft ourſelves as brethren: And now, if they will not 
« manfully retract that very impolitic ſtep, and immediately join 
their influence to the only meaſure which ean prevent further 
* calamity, if not anarchy and ruin, their pledge may be forſeit- 
„ed, and the Friends of the People will be blameleſs,' What 
is the conſtruction of that language? Why certainly that the 
people would be bound to riſe, and that they were at lib ity to 
deſtroy ſuch tytants z und that their lives and property would 
| be forfeited, and theſe Friends of the People would do no harm 
in the cauſe of libetty, by cutting their throats, that is the -_ 
Engliſh of that paragraph, I can ſee no other, 
Gentlemen, the other particulars are all clearly proved, thas. | 
they held further meetings in defiance of the orders of the magi- 
lirates, Gentlemen, they 1 that they W 
4 4 


CW) 
chtuin a refurm in parliament, Is is certainly a very lawful thing 
to apply to pacliament and God forbid it ſhould ever be thought, 
vnconſtitutional 3 but it was not à reform in parliament that was 
their object, but u reform to be brought about by force of arms 
of their own procuring ; for they could nat mean to obtain any re- 
dreſs from parliament. when they called themſelves the Britiſly 
Convention of the delegates of the people, aſſociated to obtain 
Univerſal Suffrage and Annual Parliaments, It was impoſſiblo 
they could ever obtain fl om parliament Univerſal Suffrage, and 
fbr a very good reaſon, it is a thing that cannot exiſty a nation 
- . could not ſublifi-voder ſuch a government. Abd therefore, it, 
was very plaiu-what they meant, they could not mean to get re- 
dreſs from parliament, becauſe they deſcribed parliament as cor- 
rupted, and the nation upon the brink of ruin, Is. not every 
4 new day adding a new link to your chaigs? Is not the execu- 
3 4 tive branch daily ſeizing now, unprecedented, and unwarrant- 
B | *-able yowers? Hes not the Houſe of Commons (your only ſecu- 
| «* rity from the evils of tyranny and ariſtocracy) joined the con- 
tion againſt: you? le the election of its members either fair, 
| 1 4 free at frequent ? Is not its independence gone, while it is made 
l A up of penfioners and placemen.“ Now, here I appeal to yout- 
ſblves, whether you don t ſee that it was not a reform in parliameut 
that was their objet but that they might rouſe the common peo- 
ple, whoſe-intereſt it was to join them to overturn the government. 
And indeed Gentleman, the name of citizen and the honours of 
the finting z and all the reſt of it ſhews, that in ſhort, they went 
upon the model of France, adopting it as their pattern, and they 
thought,” that now as the French had got into their bands the 
very drefs of the people, ſay they, why may we not by the 
ſame 'moans get into our hands the ſame deſcription of people in 
this o ry and you fee they had a committee of ſecrecy, and 
alſo, a convention of emergency. Gentlemen, can you not ap- 
A to parliament for a redreſs of the grievances that you may la- 
- bour under: it is an abſurdity in itſelf, that there ſhould be any 
ſecrecy in that. They were about to eftabliſh a committee of 
 feerecy; IO mm to 
miſe the people in arms. : 
- Gentlemen, I have laid before you what cocurs to e, and 3 
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65 
leave it to yourſelves if you think that the commentary 1 have 
given is the proper one, und that the Pannel is guilty of the 


crime charged, which is ſedition, you will find the libel proved. 
If+you are of the contraty opinion you will find the libel 


hot proved. | believe there is no crime known among men 
that has a worſe tendency, eſpecially when it goes to orortum 
the eſtabliſhed conſtitution of the country. 

Gentlemen, you will attend here to-morrow at imo, ea, 
to give in your verdiQ, $5; 
Mr: Shirving, my lord, may | be admitted 10 ball | 


ns cage 
Tueſday, Yoh J. 1994. 2 "Check. 
bes e ths New called over. | 
\ Lord Juſtice Clerk,” Gentlemen who is your Chancellor, 
| One of the Jury. Alenzader M*Kenzie, menen. 
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5 _._ Entinracu, January 7, 1 
Ts n * having incloſed, made choice of the ſaid 


Alexander M Kenzie to be'their Chancellor, and the ſaid Da- 


vid Anderſon to be their Clerk ; and having confidered/the ori · 
minal libel, raiſed and purſued at the inſtance of his Majeſty's 
Advocate, for his Majefty's intereſt, againſt William Skirving, 
Pannel, the interlocutor of relevancy, pronounced thereon by 
the Court, the evidence adduced in proof of the libel, and the 
evidence in exculpation ; they are all, in one voice. finding the 
Pannel William Skirving our of the/crimes libelled: In wit- 


neſs thereof their ſaid Chancellor and Clerk have ſubſcribed theſa 
preſents, conſtſting of this and the precefing page, ks, thoſe 


nnn 1976, place and date foreſaid, | 


he Aurxanver MANIA, Chen, 


David Aras. Clerk, ' 
Lord 4 Nate Chet. Gentlemen, you have returned a very 
proper verdict, and 1 am ſure you are entitled to the thanks of 
your country for the attention you have paid to this trial. | 
V, Shirving, My Lords, owing to in accident, I have beew 


engl 0. groin wats No you cannot, it cory to ef | 
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deptived of very. tilts alliance, namely, ho advice of 
eounſel from London voluntarily tranſmitted ot me. However, 
there is no help for it dow but there is one part of the advice 
of counſel, which may merit the attention, though not perhtps 
very orderly-as to time, but if your Lordſhip will allow me, 1 
will ate it. Upon the firſt page of the Indictment it is ſaid, 
« Whereas by the law of this, and every other well governed 
realm, Keaton is a crime of a heinous nature and ſeverely 
puniſhable. The obſervation of the counſel at London, is * it 
* will be neceſſary to aſcertain, conneRly, the definition of the crime 

| of ſedition. -Er/bine, Inf, 8vo, Edit. p. 488, * ſays ſedition con - 
Ks in the raiſing of commotions or diſturbances in a ſtate.” He 
indeed adds that it is either real or verbalybut ſedition can only 
be that offence whereby an aQual'breach of the peace is com- 
mitted in order to prevent the due courſe of law, and though words 
of a ſeditious tendency may be furuiſhed, „et where actual ſedi- 
tion is charged, as in this caſe, words or libels alone, will not, 
without a real act of ſedition, be PRs to maintain the Indict- 
ment. 

The crime charged is ſedition, 10 the averment is that the 
ſaid William Skirving is gyilty actor or art and part, that is, in 
the phraſeology of the Scots Law, that he is either principal or 
acceſſory. But as this is ſtated in the diejunctive, it does not 
appear with certainty, whether he is charged as the principal or 

as acceſſory. He cannot be both principal and acceſſory, vor can 
he be indicted for both offences ruxxxrona the whole is void 
This is an objeQion which will apply in arreſt wo judgment 

therefore reſerve it till after the verdict.“ | 
No, my Lord, if there is any thing in that 1 1 plesd 
it in arreſt of judgment, and as it is a thing not common in this 
court, I appeal to your Lordſhips' candour, that if there is any 
juſtice to be obtained upon that point, I may obtain it. 

M. Solicitor General. As to the nature of ſedition, it was 
fully diſcuſſed in argument before your Lordſhips yeſterday. 
With reſpe& to this learned opinion of counſel, he may be a 
very good Engliſh Lawyer, and very eminent in his profeſſion, 
but is perfectly ignorant of the Law of Scotland; becauſe as that 
is ſtated, it would be impoſſible for any perſon to be convicted of 
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any crime, becauſe I never ſaw an indictment but what 
a defendant with being guilty actor, or art and part thereof, 

Lord Juftice Clerk, If there had been any thing wrong inthe 
proceedings, the court would have taken it into conſideration, _ 
M.. Shirving, Aſter all that wav itated yeſterday as to ſedi» 
tion, I could get no ſatisfaction upon it. 

Lord Eſkgrove. My Lords, the Pannel is charged in this in- 
dictment with ſedition which has been proved in a very diſtin® 
manner; and, my Lords, I um always very ſorty to pronounce 
ſentence upon any of my fellow ſubje&s for ſedition, of the hei- 
nouſneſs of which I had flattered myſelf, from two late inſtances, 
every man was ſo thoroughly ſenfible that I ſhould not have ocs 
caſion again to ſit upon & trial of that kind, My Lords, I ſtill 
leſs expected to fit again upon the offence here charged. I mean 
that of attempting to imitate the example of the late revolution 
in a neighbouring country, in which country now exiſts every 
thing that is horrible in nature—blood-ſhed—maſſacre—murder z + 
the throwing off the belief of a God, and aboliſhing the Chriſ- 
tain religion. I ſhould have thought all this a reaſonable cauſe, 
why people that meant well, and were only wiſhing to to amend 
our government, would have\ abhorred the idea of coinciding 
with them, in what has happened there. But my Lords, from 
this libel which is now found proved by the jury of this country, 
| and a moſt reſpeRable one; It ſeerns that theſe have been unfor- 
tunately perſons ſo diſpoſed, ſo miſguided, from motives, I hope 
good, as to adopt the innovation of the forms of procedure of 


| that country, in their meetings, and which muſt iirike*every diſ- 


paſſionate mind with horror. My Lords, it matters 'not what 
my opinion, or that of any of us, is on the nature of this offence "Mg 
or what is the nature of his guilt, independent of what has paſſed 
in this Court ; for ſuppoſe, if I had been able to have attended 
all the trial, which my. ſtate of health could not permit; but if 
I had, and it had been my private opinion, that this man acted 
from the beſt of motives, that the evidence againſt him was not 
complete, and that he ought to have been acquitted z all would 
have been unavoidable, in the fituation in which 1 ſtand now; 
becauſe, my Lords, this libel has been found proyen, and this 


Fennel has been ſound guilty in general by a reſpeQable Jury of 
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ty of the crime of ſedition 24 laid id the major propoſition,” and 
of one und all the facts charged againſt him in the minor propo- 
fition; he is found guilty-therefore, art ant part in tbe cireulat - 
iu und publiſhing of thut thocking paper; which. was the ſubſect 
of the trial of Palmer at Perch, and Which is engroſſed in this 
1 The Gentleman has been adviſed, he ſays, that a 
of being gyilty art and part is an irrelevant charge. My 
it was welt ſaid by the counſel for the crown, that that 
"Lenin acai eminent he might be in his profeſſion 
af the Laws of England, is totally ignorant of the Laws of Scot- 
land! And if be had been a wiſe man he would not have med- 
died in what be Aid nat underſtand. The Gentleman ſpoke of 
acts of patliament, be does not know that there is 4 poſitive a& 
of parbament that the charge of u. t and part ſhall be deemed 
ſufficient. / Huwaver, this Paanel, ard Im very ſorry for it, is 
found guilty urt and part of the crime of fedition as ſtated in this 


| / Indiftment, and the Court have recorded the verdict, My Lords, 


be is found guilty art and part of the firſt branch of it; which ig 
for circulating the ſeditious paper of Palmer. My Lords, he is 
_ ' further found guilty art and part of the ſecond part of the libel, 
to wit the advertiſement which is ſtiled a ſeditious and anflam- 
matory band-bill; beating date, Maſons Lodge, Black -Friart 
Wynd, b Oober, 1793, and bearing the ſubſcription of Is 
"liam Skirving as the author by order of the committee. 
My Lord, this is a ſecond paper, in which be is e 
the purpoſe of which is charged in this indictmeùt, as [tending 
to rouſe the people to unite together, to incite them to acts of 
violence, and the words of it calling upon the rabble do remem · 
' bed their patriotic anceſtors, wha ſhed their blood in the cauſe 
of freedom; I don't know what knowledge this pannel has.” of 
the pedigree of the anceſtors of the cabble, who hed their blood. 
1 think it is very plain that if the rabble are to aſſifl in the re- 
formation of this country, the ſhedding: of blood. ſhould have 
been omitted, unleſs it was to tell them that that was the vf 
reform, by ſhedding of blood. * Had certain Gentlemen coun · 
tenanced this aſſociation" laſt year, inflead of pledging theit 


ein gd fortunes to prompt ngarrupt. « and ambitious Miniſtry 
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A * ſure which can prevent further calamity. if not anarchy and. 


Wi ha”: prep 4 3 
* 10 engage in wir, mhich could only bring gatlt und coo ee : ; 4M 
« nation, we might have been fill enjoying uncommon proſpeti- 3 

ty, and a happy underſtanding among ourſelves as brethren ; J 


And now, if they will not maofully retrat that, very impoli.. 
a tie ſtep, and iramediately join their influence to the only men- 


© ruin, their pledge may be forfeited. ard the Friends of the. 

« People will be blameleſs.” Taling them that their lives and | 
fortunes would be forfeited, uoleſs they did as that advertiſe. 
ment required them. In the next page it goes on, as to the Bri- - 
| tiſh Convention, the tendency of i it, the mixims they held, and 
the purpoſes they had in view, in all of which this is found, that 
Mr. Skirving was an active member, making motions, and ow” | 
curring in the reſolutions that were there made. 

A further part of the charge is, for refuſing to comply with . 
the authority of the civil magilirates, when they were about to 0 
diſmiſs theſe meetings, which no perſon wiſhing well to the 
country could approve of. And then he is found guilty of this 
ww advertiſement, in which he ſpeaks of the Les be ſays, 

„our delegates having a permanent exiſtence, your ſeveral ſo- 
« cieties will be multiplied greatly, and means will be uſed to 
« lay the buſineſs before each ſociety individually, by . | 
e bulletins,” | ET 

My Lord, theſe are 8 chief of the charges ſtated in "this . | 
| dictment, and whatever my priyate opinion of the evidence may 
be, I dare ſay it was perfectly ſufficlent ; but even if it was de- 
fective I am bound by the verdict of this Jury, which alone bs 
now before me, and they bave found unanimouſly with one voice, 

_ that this oaks! ar er arr ghee. cen of the whole: 
Indidment. 2 

My Lords, that being the caſe, as a Judge. of this Court, "4; 5 
cannot take into conſideration any feelings of compaſſion for this 
Pannel. I am bound to follow up this verdi& of the country 
with the ſentence which. the law requires of me, 

My Lords, I need not ſay any thing with regard to the per- 
nigious conſequences'of the crime of ſedition, which certainly 
the different acts charged in the IndiEment amounts to; it af- 
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his liberty, but were I deabeful about. it in my own mind, $ 
ſhould be ſatisfied with the judgment pronoi need by this fupreme 


Court, upon another unfortunate gentleman, Mr, Muir, My f 


| CC of 
it; but your Lordſbip, upon hie being found guilty, did pro- 
nounce a ſentence of baniſhment to the plamations, by tranſpor- 
tacion for fourteen years againſt that gentlemgn ; and I cannot, 
from the whole tenor of yhis Jodietment, find that the crime of 
which this man is convicted, is one whit leſs, and therefore Ithiok 
| the court is called upod to place him under the lame eeyn 
. Kunces. 
IL Swinian, My Lords, in this 1 the Tabs 15 found 
be Fannel guilty, not only of ſedition in general; but of alf the 
particular charges that are contained in that Indiftment, It now 
comes to ug to declare, and to inflict the puniſhment of the Law 
upon him. Vour Lordihip has heard an opinion upon that po 
very full and very ſolemn, which renders it perfe&ly pane 
 fary for me to take up much of your Lordſhip' s time, I am 2 
kraid, my Lord, that this unfortunate man, and ' many others do 
miſtake the nature of ſedition, and he called upon the court juſſ 
nom to explain what it is. My Lord, [ did yeſterday, and ſhall 
© . wgain give my opinion of what it is ; it does not conſiſt merely ig 
actual commotions and rebellion againſt the laws of the coun- 
tty, but it conſiſts in every attempt to excite. by inflammatory 
: diſcourſe· and illegal affociations ; I ſay, by theſe means, to ex- 
Cite the people to vutrage and yiolence againſt the Cy 
| to hurt the public peace. 

My Lord, the offence of the crime lies in endeayouring to ex- 
eite to violence. My Lord, if there is no intention to excite the 
people to violence, many of theſe meeting may be innocent, 
many of them ridiculous. In this caſe they wiſhed for-uniyer- 
fal ſuffrage and zunual parliaments, Ong of theſe is a moſt ri- 
diculous and abſurd doctrine; univerſal ſuffrage, nothing can 
de fo abſurd, annual parliaments, or a ſhorter duration of par- 
baments may be matter of argument; but what 1 mean is by in- 
flammatory diſcourſes and illegal meetings, endeavouring to ex- 
dite the people to force and violence —ſey they, we only meant 

10 petition lawfylly : petitioning parliament is moſtlawfyl, and 
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Shai okra e would chlnk It antawefa); but 
in what manner is it to be done ? My Lord, is it to 1 4 by 
numbers and by force? fn that cafe it is war, and if a petition 
is ſuffered to be offered in that manner, the king may leave hi 
throne, the peces their benches, and the Houſe of Commons _ 
rp they exiſt no more; "My Lord, if any violence js ol 

red, it ceaſes to be 2 petition it a poor perſon comes and * 
charity it is a petition, but if he uſes a piſtol to enfarce it, it 
uo longer u petition, it 1s a tobery. The crime of ſedition may 
be committed by 1 ok afociations making uſe of French modes 
ny terms. 

My Lord, the queſtion ak comes to be 402 puniſhment the 
erime deſerves. I conceive nothing leſs than that which was in- 
fitted upon Mr. Muir. 1 dok't know but the crime deſerves 


more, but we cannot do leſs, than puniſb the ſame erime by in- 


fliting the ſame puniſhment, I have heard that this Pannel has 
a great family, and ſorry I am for it; but the caſes. of Meſlrs, 
Muir and Fyſhe Palmer (hould have led him to he induſtrious 
for his family, followed an horieft gccupation, and not have med- 
dled with itlegal aſſociations: 1 think the crime deſerves more, 
but taking every thing into cotifideration, with the circumſtances 
of his family, I prefer the opinion your Lordſhip has given. 


Lord Dunfinnax, My lords, this paypel has been ſound guilty 


| by a verdi& of his country, of d crime of a very different nature, 
and of a more dangerous tendency than thoſe common crimes | 
which occur, and which are the daily ſubjes of trials in this 
court.” My lord, it is the crime of ſedition,—It has been pro- 
ved, that theſe perfons met far the purpoſe of ſubverting and abs 
teriug the eſtabliſhed conſtitution of this country, under the pre · 
tence indeed, of reform. but 1 fax, on; to ſubvert the conſtitu- 
tion of the country—ad, my lord, from ſome othet circumitan- 
ces, which came out yeſterday, iy the evening, gnd upon whick 
the jury found him guilty, I confeſs 1 ſhudder to think. of thg 
horror that in certain events. might have ariſen from the train 
which this man nd his accomplices laid, in different parts of 
cis country. — Thenk God they are diſappointed, Thank God © 
we are ill in poſſeſſion of laws to protect the 
and to eftablith the ſecurity of the e 
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My lord, its qne-dagy, calde e it is our duty 


to execute the laws, and whatever our feelings may be for this 


uobeppy man, we are not a8 liberty to indulge them at the ex- 


ence of all that is ſacred. and dear to, ue. My lord, I ſaid that 
"this was an unhappy man, and I think I can ſay ſo, becauſe no 


m eve? had ſtronger examples before, bis eyes of the danger 


was in, but in place of hering the an ſhould have had, | 
bas had no effe & at Bs," 


ij "My lords, it is always painful to indi punidument, but P 


Lords it is alſo painful that men will commit crime, and they 


mut be puniſhed, or ſociety would | never be ſafe, It is.unnecel- 


fary for me to add any thing to the opinions already, given. I 
think the parent my by your 3 is the moderate 


e 


rd(hi 1 55 
res 9 Uhirerombie wt Wi this pannol. _ "ook to the | 


| ip aſſuming to themſelves the name of the Britiſh Conven- 
tion —My lord, the object which theſe. ſocieties held forth to the 
Public at firſt Was, a general reform without ſpecifying. the na- 
ture or the extent of it; and, my lord, I am diſpoſed to believe, 
hat at that period, there were many well diſpoſed perſons, in 
Very part of the kingdom, who joined theſe ſocieties, without 
any wicked purpoſe, believing that their ſole obje& was to ren- 

r our conſtitution excellent, as it is till more perfect, with- 
Lt entertgining | the moſt diſtant ides of overturving that conſti- 
*  tution. My lord, whatever the views of theſe perſons, —of theſe 


deluded perſons may be, every thinking, man,—every man of , 


common Aiceroment might ſee, what was the obje& of the lead- 


{ 4h C ers of this ſociety, and that under the pretext of reforming the 


confliturion, they intended. to Sverthroy | it, My lord, about 


the beginning of the year 17934, it was well and juſtly obſerved, . 


by a perſon who, [ fear, had but too good reaſon to know the 


Teal views of thele ſocieties, that if the friends of, freedom as he 


termed, them, could obtain the reform j in parliament, which they 
were then demanding, that. my lord, it would immediately 
25 been followed by the abolition of monarchy, the total 

verthrow of our eonſtitution, - My lord, after theyſ had deen 


{ _—_ by the W 1 had! a eeting at the Cock. 
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enen to declare te the public u 5 


large, and to their fellow citizens, that their ſole and only oh- 


ject is, to overturn the preſent happy conſtitution, which we nor 


enjoy z—the name which they aſſumed to themſelves, denotes in 
| the cleareſt manner, that that was their ſole obje&, for they uſ- 


ſumed the name of the Britiſh Convention of the delegates of 


the people, aſſociated to obtain univerſal ſuffrage, and annual par- 


liaments. It was well obſerved, yeſterday, that univerſal ſuf- 
frage, at no period, had ever obtained in any part of the conſti- 


tution, and never could in any ſtate whatever, except one, 
which is France, where it certainly exiſts at preſent in its ful- 
leſt extent, and from the effects it has produced there, fure I am, 


that we have no reaſon to try the experiment; we haye no res- 


ſon to change the moſt perfect ſyſtem that I believe ever pro- 7245 
vailed in any nation in the world, for that N f 


N nder which that nation lies. 


My lord, ſuch being the object eee ve muſt 


all concur in that opinion which your lordihips have given 


lordſhips in regard to the puniſhment, I think that no man, 
1 think the pannel himſelf, cannot think that that puniſhment is 
too ſevere, be muſt recolle& and muſt know, that his crime is 
upon the verge of high treaſon. He was their ſecretary,—hs 
| was one of the ſecret committee, whoſe duty it was in this con- 
vention, to 
in the event of an invaſion from France. 


My lord, after this, no man can think e oh 
yak? My lord, a very little more would have been neceſſary N 


for the public - proſecutor to have charged him with high tren- 
ſon. As it is, I muſt concur in the 


Ships have given. 


"Lord Nele, Clerk My lords, I fel ity mack forthe ftus: | 


on of the pannel, but my lords, we muſt not allow our feelings 


- 46 interfere with the diſcharging of our duty, we muſt feel for 
the welfare of the country, and what would have been the fitua- - 


tion of the country, if they had executed the ſcheme that they 


were meditating. My lords, I could have iſhed, and it would have 
made me beppy, if he could have given a proper vindication af 


and, my lord, that being the caſe, I muſt alſo concur with your 


a place for holding a committee of A | 


which your lord- | 
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de gandudl, for he have got un anqulttel from the orliies with 
Which be is charged 4 4nd 1 hovid be very ſorry ho think, that 
be (ens for want of the ul vine of counſely but my lords, It gives 
M10 @ great deal of ſativiaction, that afterahe proof thut was heard 
 polturday the ingenuity of nu counſel, Vestah or Munich, could 
have been able to have ſatladled an Intelligent Jury, that this man 
win Innocent of the effeute charged agulnli him. My lords, If 
he ſuffers for the Want of counſel, he mult, I am (ure, lmpute thﬀt 
16 hiefelf, for be mult knew, that u man aral ned ut the ber of 
tale couet, whether be hav money do pay counſel, oy whether he 
das not, he aved not gu without, for this court would: wppolint 
im ane) but le le very odd, that he thould la place of applylng 
da cone here for advice, go to an Kuglth countel, whoſe ple 
t e Ahe the law of Yuetlund, und who, certalnly, had 
mary little buſineſs whth It. — But he reds fumething to tench us 
u little of the Nagl law, but they certalnly have no buſinely 


hh 8eateh law, and he Velny tv be (r)gd la u court of Beotland 
| by the laws of Reotlend, ought net to have medled ln ity and 1 


an {rs however able an Knglih lawyer he may he, he ke 


nothing of the law of this country, to ſay that « man onnnot be 
 _ eharged 80 belag guilty, ator; or art and part thereof, Nothing 
| Hub total ignorance of the criminal law of this country, could 
have cnuſed ſueh an obſervation. My brother took notice of un 
AR made lu the reign of James vl. (aylng, “ that if art and part 
i libelled, the generality of the indi ment (MEN be no excop- 
n Klon.“ Before that aQ, the proſecutor was hot allowed tv 
prove any fate or clreumitances but what were ſet forth in the 
 Indifment, and this was attended with vory great incanveniencles, 
becauſe in the courle of evidence very often fafts and ojroumftances. 
eame out, which were evenfrongerthan thoſe Hbelled. 'Vhe login» 
'  lature of this country ſaw the Inconvenletice, and then it was en- 
* ated in James vi. “ That the generality of the iadiApent ſhould 
\ 44 he no exceptipn ;“ ſo that it le campetent to the public Proſe. 
autor to prove ſacte and circumſtances not mentioned at all in the 
libel. - As to the other part of the objJeQtion ſtatod by Mr, Sklr- 
ving, as to the nature of the crime of ſodition, I think we ſhould 
not be deſerying of the truſt repoſed in us, if we had this day to 
dock into the nature of that erlme, when we have within the 
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1we wonthi for the ime erime; pailed fontence of | 
axalnit two perfons, Mr. Mulr and Me, Palmer, It bs peying & 
yery bad compliment to the court, after that, that we (hould now 
be told, we don't knuw what we are doing, and that weare yet 60 
learn what fedition Io, 1 thought we were fully appriged of what 
ſodltion was, even before the cafe of Mult, which was followed 
by that of Palmer, And, I will ſay, that that opivien that the 
pannel full now read, Is abſurd In lifelf, beewule If atv of vo- 
lende mut be commited e make it ſediilon, It is Impoſſible that 
the orlme of fedition can be committed at all, beeauſe i then 
eaſes to be (edition, It becomes high treaſon y and If any et 0% 
violence had followed theſe meetings, the conſequence would. 
have been thus, that gentleman would have food there tried for. 
hls Ie, and the forefeltyre of ble Tiste, Goods and Chaitgly, 
would have followed, | 

My lords, a4 U the puniſhment to be [nfllQted, 49 J have x. 
 eonfldered (edition as the moſt dangerous orline that own be com- 


witted, 1 think we cannot diſcharge our duty to the country, uns 
leſs we lulllel for that erlme s ſeyere punhment, Mr, Mule was 
tranſportod lor fourteen years, and the only hefltation In that conſe 
was whether It (hould be limited to fourteen yours, or not, 1 have 
no Inellnatlon to go beyond In this eaſe, but 1 think it Is Impoſſl» 
ble we can, conſiftently with the juſtice of the country, pro- 
ounce & leſs ſentence upon this pannel, "than we did upon. 
Mr, Mulr, ; 6 
My lords, It 1s an aggravation of hls erime, that with the ox- 
ample of Mulr and Palmer before him, if he had before that 
thonght his conduct was Innocent, and did not deſerve s bigh 
flihment, He was told by the Judges of this ſupreme court 
n that caſe, the natute of the offence 4 and any prudent man 
would have taken care to have regulated his ond accordingly, 
and glven over thoſe rebellious praiſes z but in place of that, he 
continues thelr ſecretary, and attends the Britiſh Convention, 
And my lords, I do conceive that if any more trials of this kind 
ſhould happen in time coming, it Is (il! s further aggravation, 
that they have had not only the example of Muir and Palmer, 
but of this man alſo, and my opinion le, that we cannot do loſy 
than tranſport him for fourteen years, and therefore I pronwwunce 
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W er * THE SENTENCE. 

The lord juſtice: clerk, and lords commiſſioners of the jul- 
4. having confidered the foregoing verdict, whereby the 
© llize, all in one voice, Find the pannel GUILTY of the 
\erimes libelled ; The ſaid lords, in reſpe& of the ſaid verdid, 
in terms of an act paſſed in the 2 5ch year of his preſent majeſty, 
entitled, * An act for the more effectual tranſpartation of felons 

and other offenders, in that part of Great Britain called Scot- 
land z Ordain and adjudge that the ſaid William Skirving be 
ee beyond ſeas, to ſuch place as bis majeſty, with the 
atvice of his privy- council, hall declare and appoint, and that 
for the ſpace of fourteen years from this date, with certification 
&6 him, if, after being ſo tranſported, be ſhall return to, and be 
und at large, within any part of Great Britain, dufing the 
/ Faid fourteen years, without ſome lawful cauſe, and be thereby : 
lawfully gonvifted, he ſhall ſuffer death as in caſes of felony, 
Vvithout benefit of clergy. by the law of England: And ordains 
the ſaid William Skirving, to be carried back to the Tolbooth 
ef Edinburgh, therein to be detained till he is delivered over 
for being ſo tranſported, for which this ſhall be to all concerned, 
Lace warrant, (Jene) Ros Ar M Qgrzzx. | 
Mr. Shirving. Conſcious-of innocence, my lords, and that I am 
not guilty of the crimes laid to my charge, this ſentence can 
only affect me as the ſentence of man.—lt is long ſince I laid afide 
the fear of man as my rule, ſhall never walk by it.— And, my 
lords, I could not be ignorant of this ſentence, becauſe I knew it 
dong before this and I had a letter ſrom London, this very morn- 
ing, informing me that ſuch a ſentence was to take place! 
Lord Juftice Clerk. You heard that from the counſel of London 
too I ſuppoſe, - 4 JA 39 

Mr. Shirving. No, 1 told your lordſhips that was a voluntary 

1 I conſulted no counſel . 
| „ I know. that what has been done theſe two days. 
| em ID my ran is wy comfort, aud al my 8 | 
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